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A SHORT 
ACCOUNT. 


THE AUTHOR; 


AND 


The great Suceeſ which attended the CALL 
” "worn 20 ons 0 


T may be proper to prefix an account of chis 

book given by Mr. Baxter himſelf, which vas 
found in his ſtudy after his death, in his own words. 
I publiſhed a ſhort Treatiſe on converſion, in- 
titled, 4 Call to the Unconverted. The occaſion of 
this was my converſe with bilhop Uſher, while 1 
Was at London, who approving my method and di- 
rections for peace of conſcience, was i;nportunare 
with me to write directions ſuited to the various 
ſtates of Chriſtians, and alſo againſt pariicular fins : 
I reverenced the man, but diſregarded theſe perſua- 
_ ſions, ſuppoſing I could do nothing but what is done 
detter already: but When be was dead, bis words 
went deeper to my mind, and 1 pnrpoſed to ubey 
bis counſel ; ou o as that to the fiſt ſort of men 


(iv) 


(the ungodly) I thought vehement perſiafi ons meeter 


than directions only: and fo for ſuch I publiſhed 
this little book, which God hath bleſſed with unex- 
| pected ſncceſs, bey nd all the reſt that I have writ. 
ten, except the © Saint“ Ref,” In a little more 
than a year, the e were about twenty thouſand of 


them printed by my own conſent, and about ten 


_ thouſand ice, beſides many thouſands by ſtolen im- 
preffio's, whrch poor men ſtole for lucre ſake, 
Through God's mercy, Ih ve information of almoſt 
Whole houſeholds converted by this ſmall bock, 
Which I ſet ſo light by: and, as if all this ir England, . 
Scotland, and Ireland, were not mercy enough to 
me, God (ſince J was filenced) hath ſent it over on 
his meſſage to many beyond the ſeas; for when Mr. 
Elliot had printed all the Bible in the Indian lan- 
Zuage, he next tra flued this my“ Call to the Un- 
conver ted,“ as he wrote to us here. — And yet God 


would make ſome ſarther uſe of it; for Mr. Stoop, 


the paſtor f the French Church in London, being 
driven hence by the difpleaſm'e of ſ\;periors, was 
pleaſed to tra! late it into French; J hope it will 
not be unprofitadle there, nor in Germauy, where + 


is printed in Dutch“ | 
lt may be proper alſo to mention Dr. 3 8 ac- 
count of the author, and of this uſeful Treatiſe.— 
In his ſermon, at Mr. Baxter's funeral, he thus ſays; 


„ His books of practical civinity have been eff: ual | 


for more converſions of ſinners to God than any 
printed in our time; and, while the church remaias 


on earth, will be of continual efficacy to recover loſt 
| ſou's.— There is a vigorous pulſe in them that keeps 


the reader 2 Jake and attentive.” — His Call to the 


Es Unconverted, how ſmall in bulk, but how powerful | 


in virtue! Truch ſpeaks in it with that authority 
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and efficacy, that it makes the reader to lay his had 


| upon his heart, and find that he has a ſonl and a con- 
- ſcience, though he lived before as if he had none. He 


told ſome friends that ſix brothers were converted 
by reaving that Call, and that every week he re- 
ceived letters of {oine converted by his books, This 
he ſpake of with moit humble thankfulneſs, that God 
was plea ed to uſe him as an inſtrument for the w | 
vation of ſouls, _ : 

Self. denial and contempt of the world were Min- +> 


_ ing graces in him. Jever knew any perſon leis in- 5 


dulgent to h. mſelt, and more indittecent to his tem- 


poral intereſt. 
His patience was truly Chriſtian ; he was ried by 


| - 02 afflictions. We are tender of our reputation, 


Eis name was obſcured under a cloud of detractien: 
many ſcandalous darts were thrown at him. He 
was accuſed for his Paraphraſe upon the New Tefla- 
ment, and condemned, rnheard, to a priſon, where 


he remained fume years; but he was ſo far from be- 


ing moved at the unrighteous proſecution, that he 
Be args ſaid to a conſtaut friend, What could 1 
_defire more of God, than having ſerved him to wy | 
power, I ould be called to ft For for nim 
His pacific ſpirit was a clear character of his being | 
a child of God, How ardently be etjdcavoured to 
cement the breache> among. us is publicly known, 
He iaid to a friend, I can as willingly be a mar- 
tyi for love 3s for any article of the creed,” It js 
 Rravge, to aſtoniſhment, that thoſe who agree in the 
ſubſtautial aud great points of the retormed religion, 


aud are of difforept ſeat] ments only in things nut ſo, 


clear, nor of th moment as hoe herein! bey con- 
ſent, thoutd be of ah ho parties 
A3 


(ri) 
Death reveals the ſecrets of the heart; then words 
| are ſpoken with moſt feeling and leaſt aff. tation. 
| This excellent ſaint was the ſame in his life and 
deͤeeath: his laſt homs were ſpent in preparing others 
1 and himſelf to appear before God. He ſaid to his 
| frie ds that viſited him, * You come hither to learn 
to die, | am not the only perſon that muſt go this 
way: I can affare you, that your whole lite, be it 
_ ever ſo long, is little enough to prepare for death. 
Have a care of this vain deceitful world and the luſts 
of the fleſh: Be ſure you chuoſe God for your por- 
tion, h-aven tor your home, God's glory for your | 
end, his word for your rule, and then you need | 
never fear but we ſhall meet with comfort.“ 
Næœvei was penitent ſinner more humble and de- 
bang. never was a ſincere believer more calm and 
comfortable. He acknowledged himfelf to be the 
vileſt dunghill-worm (it was his uſual expreſſion) 
that ever went to heaven; he admired. ihe divine. 
condeſcenſiou tn man, atter ſaying, ** Lord, what is- 
wan? what am I? a vile worm to the great Gd!“ 
Many times he prayed, ** Gud be mi rcitul to me a \ | 
 Haner!”” and b «fled God, that that was left upon re- 
cord in the Go pel as an effectual prayer: He ſaid, 
« God may juttiy condemn me for the beit duty] 
ever did; aud al} my hopes are from the tree mercy 
of God in Chrilt,” which he often prayed for. 
A ter aſl+mber he awaked and ſaid, ** 1 ſhall reſt 
from my labour” A minitter then preſent ſaid, 
2 and your work: follow you.” To whom he re- 
| plied © No work+! I will leave out works, if God 
wil! graut me the other. ” — When a friend was com- 
forting him with rhe remembrance of the good mary 
had received by his preaching and writirs, he ſaid, 


e. * * „ 
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« was but a pen in g hand, and what priſe is 


due to a pen?” 


His reſigned ſubmiſſion to the will of God, in his 


| ſharp ſickueſs, was eminent. When extremity of 


pain c. \pſtrained him earneſtly tv pray to God for 


ie releaſe by death, he would check himſelf; © Jr Y 
is not fit for me to preſcribe 3” and ſaid, © When 
| thou wilt, what thou wilt, how thou wilt“ 


At another time he ſaid, ** That he fond great 
comfort and ſweetneſs in repeating the words of the 
Lord's prayer; and was ſorry that ſome gyod perple 
were prejudiced againſt the uie ct it; for, there 
were all neceſſary petitions for foul and body con- 
tained in it.“ 

At other times he gave 3 conn ſel to young ; 


e e that viſited him, and earneſtly prayed to 
God to bleſs their labours, and make them very ſuc- 
_ ceſsful in converting many ſeals to Chiiſt ; ard ex- 
preſſed great joy that they were of moderate PRO 
ful ſpirits, 


During his fickneſ, when the 8 was aſked, 


dow he did, his reply was, © almoſt well.“ His | 
: Joy Was moſt remarkable wes in his own appre- 


enſion death was neareſt : and his ſpiritua) Joy was 


at length conſummate in eterna! joy. 


Thus lived and died that bleſſed ſaint,———] have, 
withovrt any artificial fiction in words, given a fin- 


cere ſhort account of him, All our tears are below 
| the juſt grief for ſuch an invaluable loſs. It is the 


comtort of his friends that he erjoys a bleſſed re- 


ward in heaven, and bas le ita d precious Femme mbrance - 
on earth, 


No, bleſſed be the gracious God, that he wi 5 
U to n the lite of his lervant, ſo uſetul 


(vin) 


val beneficial to the world, to a full age: that he 


has brought him ſlowly and ſafely to heaven. 


I ſhall conclude this account with my own deli- 
berate wiſh: © May I live the remainder of my life 
nas entitely to the glory of God as he lived; ard 


when I ſhall come to the period of my life, may | 
die in the ſame bleſſed peace wherein he died: may 


lde with him in the kingdom of light and love far 
ever.“ 
I ſhall alſo add Dr. Calamy? s account of thi 8 Tres: | 
. tiſe; his words are thus: In 1637, Mr. Baxter 


1 publiſhed a Call to the Unconwerted; a book bleſſed 
by God with marvellous ſucceſs, in reclaiming per- 
ſons from their impieties. Twenty thouſand of them 


were printed and diſperſed in little more than a year, | 


It was tranflated into French, and Dutch, and other 
European languages; and Mr. Elliot tranſlated it in- 
to the Indian language; and Mr. Cotton Mather, in 


his life, gives an account of an Indian prince, who 


was ſo well affected with this book, that he ſat read- : 


jag it, with tears in his eyes, till he died,” 
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| 7. all — Perſons that Pal read ! this 


Bool; eſpecrally of my Hearers in the 3 
| and Pariyb of — 


Mew aud BrETHR EN, wy 
HE eternal God, that made you for 2 life ever- wy 
lafting, and hath redet med you by his only 


Son, when you had loſt it and yourſelves, being 


mindful of you in your fin and miſery, hath indited 


the goſpel, and ſealed it by his ſpirit, and command- _ 

ed his miniſters to preach it to the world, that par- 
don being freely offered you, and haaven being ſet 
before you, he might call you off from your flefbly 


pleaſures, and from following after this deceitful 


world, and acquaint you with the lite that you were 

created andredeemed for, before you are dead and paſt 
_ remedy. He ſendeth yon not prophets or apoſtles, 
that receive their meſſage by immediate revelation; 

but yet he calleth you ty his ordinary miniſters, whe . 


are commiſſioned by him to preach the ſame goſpel 
which Chriſt and his apoſtles firſt delivered. The 


Lord ſeeth how you forget him apd your latter end, 


aud how light you make of ever}aiting things, as 
men that underſtand not what they have to do or. 
ſuffer. He ſeeth how b+1d you are in fin, and how 


fearleſs of his threatnings, aud how carelcls of tt 
ſouls, and how the works of ifidels are in your hves, 
_ while the belief of Chriſtians is in your mouths, He 
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ſeeth the dreadful day at hand, when your ſorrows 
will begin, and you muſt lament all this with fruit- 


leſs cries in torment and deſperation; and then the 


remembrance of your folly will tear your hearts, if 
true converſion now prevent it not. In compaſſion 
of your ſinful miſerable ſouls, the Lord, that better 
knows your caſe than you can know it, hath made 
it our duty to ſpeak to you in his name, 2 Cor. v. 19. 


and to tell you plainly of your fin and miſery, and : 


- What will be your end, and how ſad a change you -| 
will ſhortly ſee, if yet you go on a little longer. 


Having bought you at ſv dear a rate as the blood of 
his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and made you ſo free and gene- 
ral promiſe of pardon, and grace, and everlaſting 


glory; he commandeth us to tender all this to ou, 
as the gift of God, and to intreat you to conſider f 
the neceſſity and worth of what he offereth.— He 


ſeeth and pitieth you, while you are drowned in 


worldly cares and pleaſures, and eagerly following 

_ childiſh toys, and waſting that ſhort and precious 

_ time for a thing of nought, in which you ſhould make 

ready for an everlaſting life; and therefore he hath 

_ commanded us to call after yon, and tell you how 

vou loſe your labour, and are about to loſe yout 
ſouls, and to tell you what greater and better things 


you might certainly have, if you would hearken to 


his Call, J/a. lv. 1, 2, 3. We believe and obey the 
voice of God; and come to you on his meſſage, who 
hath charged us to preach, and be inſtant with you in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, and to lift up our voice like 


a trumpet, and ſhew your tranſgreſſions and your 


fins, Iſa. Iviii. 1. 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. But alas! to the 

grief of our ſouls and your own undoing, you ſtop 
Four ears, you ſtiffen your necks, you harden your 

hearts, and ſend us back to God with groans, to tell 
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bim that we have done his meſſage, but can do no 


good on you, nor ſcarcely get a ſober hearing 
Oh! that our eyes were a fountain of tears, that we 
might lament our ignorant, careleſs people, that have 
Chriſt before them, and pardon, and life, and heaven 
before them, and that have not hearts to know or 
value them! that might have Chriſt, and grace, and 
glory, as well as others, if it were not for their wil- 
ful negligence and contempt ! O that the Lord would 


fill our hearts with more compaſſion to theſe miſera- 


ble ſouls, that we might caſt ourſelves even at their 
feet, and follow them to their houſes, and ſpeak to 
them with our bitter tears: For, long have we preach- 


ed to many of them in vain: We ſtudy plainneſs to 


make them underſtand, and many of them will not 
underſtand us; we ſtudy ſerious, piercing words, to 

make them feel, but they will not feel. If the 
_ greateſt matters would work with them, we ſhould 
awake them; if the ſweeteſt things wonld work, we 


ſhould entice them and win their hearts; if the moſt 


_ dreadful things would work, we ſhould at leaſt af- 


fright them from their wickedneſs; if truth and cer- 
tainty would take with them, we ſhould ſoon con- 
vince them; if the God that made them, and the 


_ Chriſt that bought them, might be heard, the caſe 
Would ſoon be altered with them; if ſcripture might 


be heard, we ſhould ſoon prevail; if reaſon, even the 


| beſt and ſtrongeſt reaſon, might be heard, we ſhould. 


not doubt but we ſhould ſpeedily convince them; if 


experience might be heard, even their own experi- 
ence, and the experience of all the world, the mat- 
ter would be mended; yea, if the conſcience within 
them might be heard, the caſe would be better with 
them than it is. But if nothing can be heard, what 


then ſhall we do for them? If the Creacful God of 
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| heaven be lighted, who then ſhall be regarded i ? If 
the ineſtimable love and blood of a Redeemer be 
made light of, what then ſhall be valued ? If heaven 
have no deſirable glory with them, and everlaſting 
Joys be nothing worth, if they can jeſt at hell, and 


dance about ths bottomleſs pit, and play with the 


_ conſuming fire, and that when God and man do 


warn them of it; ; what _ we do for ſuch ſouls as 


theſe ? 


Once more, in the name of the God of das * 1 1 
hall do the meſſage to you which he hath command- 


ed us, and leave it in theſe ſtanding lines to convert 
you or to condemn you; to change you, or to riſe up 


in judgment againſt you, and to be a witneſs to your 


faces, that once you had a ſerious call to turn, 
Hear, all you that are drudges of the world, and the 


_ ſervants of fleſh and Satan! that ſpend your days in 


looking after proſperity on earth, and drown your 


conſciences in drinking, and gluttony, and idleneſs, , | 
and fooliſh ſports, and know your fin, and yet will 


fin, as if you ſet God at defiance, and bid him do his 
worſt and ſpare not! Hearken, all you that mind not 
God, and have no heart to holy things, and feel no 


: favour in the word or worſhip of the Lord, or in the 
thoughts or mention of eternal life, that are careleſs _ 
of your immortal ſouls, and never beſtow one hour 


in inguirting what caſe they are in, whether ſanCtified 


or unſanctiſied, and whether you are ready to es | 
betore the Lord! Hearken, all you that, by ſinning 
in the light, have ſinned yourſelves into infidelity, © 


and do not believe the word of God. He that hath ; | 


au ear to hear, let him hear the gracious and yet the 


_ dreadful call of God! His eye is all this while npon 
you. Your fins are regiſtered, and you ſhall ſurely 
| Lear of them again, God krepeth the bock now; 


e eee eee | 
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and he will write it all upon your conſciences with 


his terrors; and then you alſo ſhall keep it your» 


5 ſelves: O finners, that you knew but what you are 
| doing! and whom you are all this while offending ! 


the ſun itſelf is darkneſs before that Majefty, whish : 


you daily abuſe and careleſily provoke, The ſin- 


ning angels were not able to ſtand before him, but 


weile caſt down to be tormented with devils. And 


dare ſuch filly worms as you ſo careleſsly offend, and 


_ ſet yourſelves againſt your Maker! O that you did 
but alittle know what caſe that wretched foul is in, 
that hath engaged the living God againſt him! The 
words of his mouth, that mzCce thee, can onmake 
thee; the frown of his face will cut thee off and 

caſt thee out into utter darkneſs, How eager are 


the devils to be doing with thee that have tempted 


= _ thee, and do but wait for the word from God to 
take and uſe thee as their own! and then iii a mo- 


ment thou wilt be in hell. If God be againtt thee, 


all things are againſt thee : this world is but thy pri- 
ſon, for all thou ſo loveſt it; thou art but referved 


In it to the day of wrath, Job xxi. 20. the Judge is 


coming, thy ſou] is even guiug. Yet a little while, 


and thy friend ſhall ſay of thee, He is dead;“ and 


thou ſhalt ſee the things that thou now doſt defoiſe, | 


and feel that which now thou wilt net believe. 
Death will bring ſich an argument as thou canft not 


__ anſwer; an argument that ſhall effectually confure 
_ thy cavils againit the words aud ways of God, and 
_ all thy ſelf-conceited dotages. And then how ſoon | 
Vill thy mind be changed? Then be an vnbeliever 

if thou canſt; ſtand then to all thy former words, 


which thou wait wont to utter againſt a holy and a 


_ heavenly lite, Make good that cauſe then before the 
| Lord, which thou waſt wont to plead againſt thy 
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teachers, and againſt the people that feared God. : 


11 Then ſtand to thy old opinions and contemptuous 
Wl | thoughts of the diligence of the ſaints; make. ready 
101 | no thy ſtrongeſt reaſons, and ſtand up then before 
tue Judge, and plead like a man for thy fl-ſhly, thy 
0 Worldly, and ungodly life. But know that tho! 


wilt have One to plead with, that will not be onm- 
4 | faced by thee ; nor ſo eaſily put off as we thy fellow- 
creatures. O poor ſoul! there is nothing but a 
| lender veil of fleſh between thee and that amazing 
. ſight, which will quickly ſilence thee, and turn thy 
. tone, and make tee of another mind! As ſoop 25 
death hath diawn this curtain, thou ſhalt fee t 
which will quickly leave thee ſpeechleſs. And how 
quickly will that day and hour come! When thou 
| haſt had but a few more merry hours, and but a few 
more pleaſant draughts and morſels, and a little more 
iy of the honours and riches of the world, thy portion 
| _ will be ſpent, and thy pleaſures ended, and all is then 
gone that thou ſetteſt thy heart upon; of all, that 
thou ſoldeſt thy Saviour and ſalvation for, there is 
nothing left but the heavy reckoniag. As a thief, 
that firs merrily ſpending the money in an alehouſe 
Which he hath ſtolen, when men are riding in poſt- 
haſte to apprehend him, ſo it is with you. While 
you are drowned in cares or fleſhly pleaſures, and 
making merry with your own ſhame, death is com- 
ing in poſt-haſte to ſeize, upon you, and carry your 
ſouls to ſuch a place and ſtate as now you little ktiow 
or think of. Suppoſe, when you were bold aud 
buſy in your ſin, that a meſſenger were but coming 
poſt from London to apprehend you and take away __ 
your lives; though you ſaw him nor, yet if you _ 
Enew that he was coming, it would mar your mirth, 
and you would be thinking of the haſte he makes, 
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and hearkening when he knocked at your door, O 


that yon could but ſee what haſte death makes, tho? 
yet he hath not overtaken you! No poſt fo (wit! 


: No meſſenger more ſure! As ſure as the ſun will be 
- with you in the morning, thovgh it hath many 
thonſand and hundred thouſand miles to go in the 


night, ſo ſure will death be quickly with you; and 


then where is your ſport and pleaſure? Then will = 
you jeſt and brave it out? Then will you jeer at 
them that warned you? Then is it better to be a be- 


lieving faint or a ſenſual worldling? “ And then 


u hoſe ſhall all theſe things be” that you have gather- 


ed? Luke xii. 19, 20, 21. Do you not obſerve that 


days and weeks are quickly gone, and nights and 
 moinings come apace, and ſpeedily ſucceed each _ 
other? Youſleep, © but your damoation flumbereth 
not,“ you linger, © but your judgment this long 
time lingereth not,“ 2 Pet. ii. 3, 4, 5- to which. 


« you are reſerved for puniſhment,” 2 Pet. ii. 8, 9. . 
—**© O that you were wiſe to underſtand this, and 


that you did conſider your latter end,“ Deut. xxxii. 


29 —*© He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear the 

call of Cod in this day of his ſalvation.” 
O careleſs ſinners! that you did but know the 85 

love that you unthankfully neglect, aud the preei- 


onfneſs of the blood of Chriſt which you deſpiſe! O 
that you did but know the riches of the goſpel! O 


that you did but know, a little know, the certainty, 
and the glory, and blefſecnefs, of that everlaſting life, 
which now yon will rot ſet your hearts upon, nor 
be perſuaded firſt and di i!igently to ſeek, Heb. xi. 6. 
and xii. 28, Matt. vi. 12. Did you but know the _ 


endleſs life with God which you now neglect, how : 
' quickly would you caſt away your fin, how quickly 


Would 3 you change your mind and life, your courſe 
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and company, and turn the ſtreams of 1 our affections, 


and lay your care another way! How reſolutely 


would you ſcorn to yield to ſuch | r a as n 


deceive you aud carry you away * How zcalouſly 


would you bet{tir yourſelves tor that moſt hleſſed liſe! 
How earneſt would you be with God in prayer! 
Hou diligent in hearing, and learning, and inquir- 
1ng!—How ſerious in meditating on the laws of 
God! (Pal. i. 2.) How feartul of amid in thought, 


word, or deed; and how caretul to pl: vale God ot 


grow in holineſs !—O'what a changed people you 


would be! And why ſhould not the certain word of 


God be believed by you, and prevail with you, 


which 2 as to you theſe ö and eternal 


things? 

Vea, let me tell. you, that even here on earth, ve 
little know the difference between the life which you 
_ refuſe, and the life which you would chooſe. The 

ſanctified are converſing with God, when you dare 


| ſcarce think of him, and when you are converſing 
wich but earth and fleſh. — Their converſation is in 


heaven, when you are utter ſtrangers to it, and your 
belly is your God. and you are minding earthly 
things, Phil. iii. 18, 19, 20. They are ſecking after 


the face of God, when you ſeek tor nothing higher 
than this world. — They are buſily laying out for 


an endleſs life, where the ey ſhall. be equal with the 


angels, Lake xx. 36. when you are taken up with a 


ſhadow and a reanfitory thi: ig of naught. How 
long and baſe is your earthly, fleſaly, finful lile, in 
compariſon of the noble; {piritusl life of true 'be- 
lievers! Many a time have I locke] on ſuch men 


with grief and pity, to fre them trudge about the 


world, and ſpend thoir lives, and dare. and labour. 


for nothing but a lictle fool aud raiment, or à little 0 
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| fading pelf, or fleſhly pleaſures, or empty honours, 


as if then had no higher things to mind. — What dif- 
ſerence is there between the lives of theſe men and of 


the beaſts that periſh, that ſpend their time in work- 


ing, and eating, and living, but that they may live 


They taſte not of the inward heavenly pleaſures 
which believers tafte and live upon.—I bad rather 
have a little of their comfort, which the fore» 


thoughts of their heavenly inheritance afford them, 
though I had all their ſcorns and ſufferings with it, 
than to have all your pleaſures and treacherous prof- 
perity. I would not have one of your ſecret gripes 


and pangs of conſcience, and dark and dreadful 
thoughts of death and the life to come, for all that 
ever the world hath done for you, or all that ou can 
reaſonably hope that it ſnould do. If I were in your 
unconverted carnal Nate, and knew but what I know, 
and believed but what I now believe, methinks my 


life would be a fore-taſte of hell: How oft ſhould I 


be thinking of the terrors of the Lord, and of the 


diſmal day that is hattening on! Sure death and hell 


would be fitil before we. I ſhould think of them by 


day, and dream of them by ni; ht ; I ſhould he down 
in fear, and riſe in fear, and live in fear, left death 
ſnould come before I were converted. I {hou!ld have 
{mall feliciiy in m thing that J poſſeſſed, and little 
pleaſure in ar, company, and little joy in any thing 


in the world, as lung as I knew my ſelf to be under 


| the curſe ard wrath of God. I ſhould be fill afraid 
of hearing that voice, Lutte x11. 20. Thou fool, 


this nigla ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee.” And 


that fearful ſentence would be written upon my con- 


ſcirnce, Ja. xlviii. 22. and lvii. 21. There is no 
peace, faith my God, to the wicked.“ -O poor ſin- 


ners! it is a joyfuller life than this that you might 
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live, if you were but willing, but traly willin ing, to 


hearken to Chriſt, and come home to God. You 


might then draw near to God with boldneſs, and 
call him your father, and comfortably truſt him with 
your ſouls and bodies. If you look npon the promi- 
ſes, you may ſay, they arc all mine: If upon the 


curſe, you may ſay, from this I am delivered! 


When you read the law, you may foe what vou are 


| ſee him that redeemed you, and ſee the courle of his 


ſaved from !-—When vou read the goſpel, you may 


love, and holy life, and ſufferings, and trace him in 


his temptations, tears, and bl od, in the work of 


your ſalvation. You may ſee death conquered, and 


tion prov ided for in the reſutrection and glorifica- 
tion of your Lord. It you look oa the ſaints. you | 


you. may think and ſay, « My Father's face is inſi- 
nitely more glorious; it 15 high er matters that he 


heaven opened, and your reſurrection and glorifica- 


may fav, «© T hey are wy brethren and comp? 11085,” 


If on the unſanctified, you may r-Joice to think that | 
vou are faved from that ſtate. If von lock upon the 


heavens, the ſon, and moon, and ſtars innumerable, 


path prepared tor his ſaints; vonter is but the out- 


ward churt of heaven: The Hlefednels that he hath 
pro mied 128 15 1 . mu Oh high! = of that Neth and blood 
cannot. hehold it.“ If you rin: * of the grave, vou 


May Femomoer” that the glorified Spirit, a living. 
Head, and » 01 in. r Father, have all ſo near a relation | 


to your duſt, that it cannot be forgotten ot negle ect 


ed, but will more certain. ily revive than t!; e plants and 


flowers in the ſpriag, becaoſe that the fon] is ſtill a- 


live, that 15 the root of the hr oy and Chriit is alive, 
tiat is the root of both. — Eren death, which is che 


| King 2 Ot tears, may be remembered and entertalnk 
with joy, as being the Cay of your dellverance from 
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the remnants of fin and ſorrow, and the day which 
von believe, and hoped, and waited for, when you 


ſhall ſee the bleſſed things which you hal heard of, 
and ſhall find, by preſe ne joytul experience, what 1t 
was to chooſe the better part, and to be a ſincere be- 
lieving ſaint. What ſay vou, Sir? is not this a more 


delightful life, to be aſſured of ſalvation, and ready 
to die, than to live as the ungodly, that have their 


hearts overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs. 
and the cares of this life, and ſo that day comes upon 
them unawates? Luke xxi. 34, 35. Might you not 
live a comfortable life, if once you were made the 
heirs of heaven, and ſure to be faved when you le we 
the world ?-O look about you then, and think what 


vou do, and caſt not away ſuch hopes as theſe for 
very n-thing. The fleſh and world can give you no 
| ſech hopes or comforts. 


And, befides all the miſery dt vou bring upon 


| vonrſeives, you are the troublers of others as long as 


you are unconverted. You trouble magittrates to 
re you by their laws; you trouble miniſters by re- 


ſiſting the light and guidance which they offer you. 


Your ſin and miſcry are the greateſt grief and trou- 
ble to them in the world. — You trouhle the common- 
wealth, and draw the judgments of God upon you. - 
It is you that moſt diflurb the holy peace and order 
of the churches, and kinder our union and reforma- 
tion, and are the ſhame and trouble of the churches 
where you Intrude, and of the places where you are, 


Ab! Lord, how heavy and ſad a cafe is this, that 
even in En: e „here the goſpel doth abound a- 


bore an other nation in the world, where teaching 
is ſo plain and common, and all the helps we can de- 
ſtre is at hand; - when the word has bern hewing us, 
and judgment has run as a fire through the land; 


have come to their g 


* Fee. 
when deliverances have relieved us, and ſo many ad- 
mirable mercies have engaged us to God, and to the 


- goſpel, and a holy lite; that after all this, our cities, 


and towns, and countries, ſhall abound with multi- 
tudes of unſanctiſied men, and ſwarm with ſo much 


_ ſenſuality, as every where, to our grief, we ſee! One 


would have thought, that after all this light, and all 


this experience, and all theſe judgments and mere ies 
of God, the people of this nation ſhould bave joined 


together, as one man, to turn to the Lord, and ſhould 


D 


means and mercies, there ſhould not be an ungodly 


perſon left amongſt us, nor a wordling, nor a drunk- 
ard, nor a hater of reformation, nor an enemy to 


holineſs, to be found in all our towns or countries. 
If we be not all agreed about ſome ceremonies or 
forms of government, one would think that, before 
this, we ithould have been all agreed to live a holy 


und Leaverly life, in obedience to God, his word, 
and minitters, and in love and peace with one anc- 


ther, — But alas! how far are our people from this 
cour:e! Moſt of them, in moſt places, do ſet their 
hearts on earthly things, and ſeek * nut firit the k ing- 
dom of God and the rightcouſacſs thereof,” but loot 


at holineſs as a needlets thing: I heir families ate 
Prayerleſs, or elſe a few heartleſs litcieſs words mult 
ferve inſtead of hearty, fetvent, daily prayers! or perhaps 


odly teacher, and lamented all 
their former ſins, and defired him to join with them 
in public humiliation, to confeſs them openly, and 
beg pardon of them from the Lord, and ſhould have 
craved his inſtruttion for the time to come, and be 
glad to be ruled by the ſpirit within, and the mini- 

Hers of Chriſt without, according to the word of 

God. One would think that, after ſuch reaſon and 
ſeripture- evidence as they hear, and after all theſe 
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only 0 on the Lord s day in the evening] ; their chil- 


* 


d rer ate not taught the knowle edge ol Chriſt, and the 
covenant of grace, nor brought up 1n the nurture of 
the Lord, though they firmly PRs all this in 


their baptiſm. 


They in {ru not their ſervants i in the matters of 
ſalvation, but ſo their work be done they care not. 
There are more railing ſpeeches in their {amili-s than 
gracious words that tend to edification. How few 


tte the families that fear the Lord, and inquire at his 
word and miniſters how they ſhould live, and what 
they ſhould do, and are willing to be taught and 
rule, and that heartily look after everlaſting lite! 


And 48010 few that God hath made ſo happy are 
commonly the by-word of their neighbours ; when 
we fe ſame live in drunkenneſs, and ſome in pride 


and worldlineſs, and moſt of them have little care of 
their ſalvation, though the cauſe he groſs and paſt all 
; controverſy, yet will they hardly be convinced of 


their miſery, and more hirdly recovered and reform 


cd: but when we have done all that we are able to 


fave them from their fins, we leave the moſt of them 
as we find them. And if, according to the law of 


_ Cos, we caſt them out of the commun ſ on of the 
| penn when they have obſtinately rejected all our 


admonitions, then rage at us as if we were their ene- 


mies, and their hearts are filled with malice againſt 


vs, and they will ſooner fer themſelves againſt the 

Lord and his laws, and church, and miniſters, than 
againſt their deadly fins. "I his is the doleful caſe of 
England : We have magiſtrates that countenaace the 
ways of godlinefs, and a happy opportunity for uni- 
ty and reformation is betcre us, and faithful mini- 
ſters long to ſee the right ordering of the church and 5 
of the ordinances of God; but the power of fin i in 
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our people d lth fruſtrate almoſt all. No where can 


almoſt a faithful miniſter ſet up the unqueſtionable 


_ diſcipline of Chriſt, or put back the moſt ſcandalous 
impenitent finnets from the conununion of the church 
and participation of the ſacraments, but the molt of 
the people rail at them and revile them; as if theſe 
ignorant careleſs ſouls were wiſer than their teachers, 
or then God himſ-if, And thus in the day of cur 
viſitation, when God calls upon us to reforin his 
church, though magiſtrates ſeem willing, and faith- 
ful miniſters ſcem willing, yet are the multitude of the 
people ſtill unwilling, and have ſo blinded themſelves, 
and hardened their hearts, that, even in theſe days of 


light and grace, they are the obitinate enemies of 


: light and grace, and will not be brought by the calls 
: of "God to lee their folly, and know what is for their 


good. O that the people of England “ knew at 


leaſt in this their day the things that belong unto 

their peace, before they are hid from there eyes!” 
Lake Xx, 42. : 
O foolich iaiſerable ſouls! Gal. iii, 1. : who bath | 
bewitched your minds into ſuch madneſs, and your 


hearts into ſuch deadneſs, that you ſhould be ſuch 


mortal enemies to yourſelves, and go on fo obſtinate- 
ly towards damnation, that neither the word of God, 

nor the perſuaſions of men, can change your minds, 
or hold your hands, or ſtop you, tiil you are paſt re- 
medy! Well, ſinners! this life will not laſt always; 


this patience will not wait upoa you fill. Do not 


think that you ſhall abuſe your Maker and Redeem- 


er, and ſerve his enemies, and debaſe your ſouls, and 


trouble the world, and wrong the church, and re- 


proach the godly, and grieve your teachers, and hin- 


der formation, and 211 tl.1s upon free coſt. Vou 


know nat yet what ti is mult colt you, but you muſt 
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ſhortly know, when the righteous God ſhall take you 


in hand, who will handle you in another manner than 


the ſharpeſt magiſtrates or the plaineſt-dealing paſtors 


did, unleſs you prevent the everlaſting torments by a 
ſound converſion, and a ſpeedy obeying of the call of 
God. He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear,” 
- while mercy hath a voice tocall. | 


One objection I find moſt common in the mouths 


of the ungodly, eſpecially of late years: they fay, 
We can do nothing without God, we cannot have 


grace if God will not give it us; and, if he will, 


weſhall quickly turn - if he nave not predeſtinated _ 


us, ard Will not turn us, how can we turn ourſelves | 


or be ſaved; it is not in him that wills nor in him 


that runs.“ And thus they think they are excuſed. 

I have anſwered this formerly, and in this book : 
but let me now ſay this much.— 1. 't hough you can- | 
not cure yourſelves, you can hurt and poiſon your 
ſelves. It is God that muſt ſanctiſy your hearts; but 
who corrupted them? Will you wiltully take poiſon, 
hecauſe you cannot cure yourſelves? Methinks you 
ſhould. the more forbear it. You ſhovid the more 


take heed of ſinning, if you cannot mend what fin 


doth mar.—2. Though you carrot be converted with- 


out the ſpecial grace of God, yet you muſt know 
that God giveth his grace in the uſe of his holy means 
which he hath appointed to that end; and common 


ou may enable you to forbear your groſs ſinning 


las to the ontward act) and to uſe thoſe means. Can 
you truly {ay, that you do as much as you are able to 


do? Are you not able to go by an alchouſe-door, or 
to forbear the company that hardeneth you in fin? 
Are you not able to hear the word, and think of what 
you heard when you come home, and to conſider 
wich yourlelyes of your own condition and of exe: 


— — — 
—— 


2 


* = —— 
Ot hn = A EO BO ED Re Dee AA GT Gs; 


— . 


— OE 0 IFIS 
* 


* 
— 
rr 
— — — ad — 


=> ; 
— * 2 — 


— 


— 
I 


4 
11 
1 
| 


þ — N, 


— . — — 
= b . 
— 2 * — 
. - ——— 3 — —4 a — — 
ꝓE4 — _ —ũ4ö— —— — — 


laſting things? Are you not able to read good books | 


from day to day, at leaſt on the Lord's-day, and to 


' converſe with thoſe that fear the Lord? You cannot 


ſay you have done what you are ab Xx And there- 


fore you mutt know that you can forteit the grace and 


help of God by your wilful finning or negligence, 
though you cannot, without grace, turn tv God. 


It you will nat do what you can, it is juſt with Gd 


to den zy you that grace by which you might do mores 


| 4+ And, for God' 8 decrees, You mutt know th. 23þ they | 
| parate not the end and means, bu: tie t them * 


God never d. creed to fave anv but the ſanctiſſe nor 
to damn any but the unſauctifie d. God doth as tru! * 
decree whether your land, this year, ſh all he barten 
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or fruittul, and juſt how long you ſhall live in che 


5 


corn, it will bear, Whether I loner 1 


u hether I eat or not; but it he! have not, 


eating that will keep me alive.“ 


* 


uorld, as he hath decreed whether y- u (tall be ſaved 7 
or not; and yet you would think that mas bur a ſoul 7 
that would forbear. ploughing and fowing, and laß, f 
If God have decreed that my ground ſhall bear 
plo nd ſow or not. 
It God have decreed That j half Roe. I ſhall Ine, 
it is not 
Do you 1 vw how © 


"a 


to anſwer ſuch a man, or do you not? If you udo, 
then „ou know how to anſver yourſelves ; ; tor the 


caſe is alike: God's decree is as peren picry about 


your bodies as your ſouls : it vo do not, then ity {ict 


MERE will give vou corn without tillage and La! Cur, 


© 


" theſe concluſions upon Your bodies, bore VCU Vent | 
ture to try them on your {uul 
VIII keep you alive without Cod OT raiment, and white 


* i E firſt whe «ber God 


and whether he will bring you to your jouracy's end . 
: without a travail cr carriage; an d, if you ſped well 
in mis, then try whether he will! bring vou to heaven 
without your diligent uſe of means, and fr dena 


und ſay W e cannot ſan ctify ourſelves. 
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Well, Sirs, I have but three requeſts to you, and 


XXV 


5 1 have done. 


Firſt, That you will ſeriouſly read over this ſmall 


Treatiſe; (and, if you have ſuch as need it in your 
families, that you would read it over and over to 


them; and if. thoſe that fear God would go now 
and then to their ignorant neighbours, and read this 


or ſome other bock to them on this ſubject, they 


mi: ht be a means of winnivg of ſouls). It we can- 


not intreat ſo ſmall a labour of wen, for their own 


ſalvation, as to read ſuch ſhort inſtructions as theſe, 
they ſet little by themſelves, and wall moſt juſtly 


periſh. | | 


Secoudly, When you have read over this book, I 
would intreat you to go alone, and ponder a little 


What you have read, and bethink you, as in the 
_ fight of God, whether it be not true, and do not 
' nearly touch your fouls, and Whether it be not time 


to lock about you. And alfo intteat you, that you 


uill upon your knees beſerch the Lord that he will 
open your eyes to underſtand the truth, and turn 


your hearts to the love of God, and beg of him all 
that ſaving grace which you have ſo long neglected, 
and follow it cn from day to day. till your hearts be 
changed.— And withal, that you will go to your 
paſtors, (bat are ſet over you, to take care of the 


health and ſafety of your ſouls, as phy ſicians do for 
the health of your bodies), and deſire them to direct 
you what conrſe to take, and acquaint them with 


your ſpiritual eſtate, and that you may have the be- 
refit of their advice and miniſterial help. , 

Or, if you have not a faithful paſtor at home, 
make uſe of ſome other in {o great a need. 


7 hirdly, When by reading, conſideration, prayer, 


and miniſtcrial advice, you are once acquainted with _ 
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your fin and miſery, with your duty and remedy, 
delay not, but preſently forſake your ſinful company 
and courſes, and turn to God, and obey his call. 


As you love your ſouls. take heed that you go not 


on againſt ſo loud a call of God, and againſt your 
own knowledge and conſciences, leſt it go worſe 


with you in the day of judgment than with Sodom 


and Gomorrah. Inquire of God, as a man that 1s 
willing to know the truth, and not be a wiltul cheater 


of his ſoul. Search the holy ſcriptures daily, and 


ſee whether theſe things be ſo or not; try impartially 
whether it be ſafer to truſt heaven or earth, and whe- 
ther it be better to follow God or man, the ſpirit or 


the fleſh, and better to live in holineſs or fin, and 
_ whether an unſanRtified eſtate be ſafe for you to ahide 
in one day longer; and, when you have found out 
which is beſt, reſolve accordingly, and make your 
choice without any more ado. If you will be true 


to your own ſouls, and do not love everlaſting tor- 


ments, I beſeech you, as from the Lord, that you 
will but take this reaſonable advice. O what happy 


towns and countries, and what a happy nation might 


we have, if we could but perſuade our neighbours. 
to agree to ſuch a neceſſury motion! What joy ful 
men would all faithful miniſters be, if they could 
but ſee their people truly heavenly and holy; this 
would be the unity, the peace, the ſafety, the glory, 
of our churches; the happineſs of our neighbours,” - 
and the comfort of our fouls. Then how comfort- 
ably ſhould we preach pardon and peace to you, 
and deliver the ſacramenrs, which are the ſeals of 
peace to you! And with what love and joy might 
we live among you! At your death-bed how boldly 
might we comfort and encourage your departing 
ſouls! And at your burial, how comfortably migitu 
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we leave you in the grave, in expectation to meet 
your ſouls in heaven, and to fee your bodies raifed 


rei 


to that glory! . 


- 


But, if ſtill the moſt of you will go on in a care- 


lefs, ignorant, fleſhly, worldly, or unholy lite, and 


all our defires and labours cannot fo tar prevail as to 


keep you from the wiltul damning of yourſelves ; we 
muſt then imitate our Lord, who delighteth himfelt 
in thoſe few that are jewels, and in the little flock 
that ſhall receive the kingdom, when the moſt ſhall 
| reap the miſery which they ſowed. 


In nature excel- 
lent things are few. Ihe world hath not many ſuns 
or moons: it is but a little of the earth that is gold 
Princes and nobles are but a ſmall part of 
the ſors of men; and it is no great number that are 


learned, judicious, or wiſe, here in the world. And 


therefore, it the gate being ſtrait and very narrow, 


| there be but few that find ſalvation, yet God will 
have his glory and pleaſure in thoſe few. And when 


Chriſt ſhall come with his mighty angels in famiag 


fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, 


and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his 


coming will be glorified in his ſaints, and admired 
in all true belicvers, 2 75%. i. 7, 8, , 10. | 


And for the reſt, as God the Father vouchſafed to 
create them, and God the Son diſdained not to bear 


| the penalty of their fins upon the croſs, and did not 
judge ſuch ſufferings in vain, though he knew that by 


refuſing the ſanctincations of the Holy Ghoſt they 
would finally deſtroy themſclves, ſo we, that are his 
minifters, though theſe be not gathered, judge not 
our labour wholly loſt. See 1/a. xlix. g. 


Kader, I have done with thee, {wlien thou haſt 
| peruſed this bock), but fin hath not yer done with 
thee, (even thoſe that thou thuughteſt had been for- 
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gotten long ago), and Satan hath not yet dnne with 
thee, (though now he be out of ſight) and Gd hath 


not yet done with thee, becauſe thou wilt not be per- 
ſuaded to have done with the deadly reigning fin. I 
| have written thee this perſuaſive as one that is going 
into another world, where the things are ſcen that 1 
| here ſpeak of, and as one that knoweth thou muſt be 
_ ſhortly there thyſelf. As ever thou wilt meet me 


with comfort before the Lord that made us; as ever 
thou wilt eſcape the everlaſting plagues prepared for 
the final neglectors of ſalvation; and for all that are 


not ſanRified by the Holy Ghoſt, and love not the 


communion of the ſaints, as members of the holy 


catholic church; and as ever thou hopeſt to fee the 
face of Chriſt the julge, and of the majeſty of the 
Father, with peace and comfort, and to be received 


int» glory when thou art turned naked out of this 


world; I beſeech ther, I charge thee, to hear and o- 

bey the Call of God, and reſolvedly to turn that thou 
mapeſt live. But, if thou wilt not, even when thou 
bhaaſt no true reaſon for it but becauſe thou wil: not, I 


ſummon thee to anſwer it before the Lord, and re- 
quire thee there to bear me witneſs that I gave thee 
warning, and that thou waſt not condemned for want 
of a call to tarn and live, but becauſe thou wouldeſt 


teſtimony of 
ws x Thy fericus Monitor, | 


S 1 


not beli-ve it and obey it; which alſo muſt be tbe 
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Call to the Unconverted. 


SERMON I. 


| Exec. xxxiii. 1 1. 


Say unto 3 ASI live, ſaith the Lord God, 1 have 


no pleaſure in the death of the wick-d, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and li & Turn ye, turn 
ye. from your evil ways, for, why will ye die, bed | 
ee of Iſrael? | 


T hath been the aſtoniſhing wonder of many. 4 
man, es well as me, to read, in the holy 
Scripture, bow few will be ſaved; and that the 


greateſt part, even cf thaſe that are called, will be 
- everlaſtingly ſhut out of the kingdom of heaven, ard 


be tormented with the devils in eternal fire. luft- 


dels believe not this when they read it, and there- 
fore muſt feel it. Thoſe that do believe it are. 

forced to cry out, with Paul, Ron. xi. 23. O the 
depth of the riches both of rhe wiſdom ard krow- 

ledge of God! how unſearchable are his judgments, - 
and his ways paſt finding out!” but nature itſelf 
doth teach us all to lay the blame of evil works upun 
the doeis, and therefore, when we ſee any heinous 


thing dove, a privciple of juſtice doth provoke us to 


inquire alter bim that did it, that che evil of the 


3 
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work may return the evil of ſhame upon the author. 
If we ſaw a man killed and cut to p'eces by the 


way, we ſhould preſently aſk, © O! whodid this 
eruel deed ?” if the town were wiltully ſet on fi e, 


you would aſk, “ What wicked wretch did this?“ 


So, when we read that the moſt will be firebands of 


hell for ever, we maſt needs think with ourſelves, 
how comes this to paſs? and who js it long of? 
who is it that is ſo crnel as to be the canſe of ſuch 


a thing as thi-? And we can meet with but few that 
will own the guili, It is indeed confefſed by all that 
Satan is the cauſe: but that doth nit reſolve the 
doubt, becauſe he is not the principal cauſe, He 
doth not force men to fin, but tempt them to it; 
and leaves it to their own wil s whether th: y will 
do it or not: he doth not carry men to an alehouſe, 
and force open their mouths, and pour in the drink ; 


nor doth he hold them that they cannot go to God's 
10 ſervice; nor doth he force their hearts from ho ly 


thoughts. It lieth therefore between God himſelf 
and the ſinner; one of them miſt need. be the brinc pal 
cauſe of all this miſery, which ever it is; for there 
is no other to caſt it upon; and God diſciaimeth it; 


he will not take it upon him: and the wicked dif- 
claim it uſually, aud they will not take it upon 


them. And this is the controverly” that is here ma- 
naged in m text, | 
The Lord complaineth of the peo: 9 and the 


people think it long of God, The ſame controve: ſy 
is handled, chap xvii. ver 25. where they plainly 
ſay, that the way of the Lord is not equal:“ and 


God faith, it is their ways that are nat equal.“ 


So here they ſay, ver. 9. If our traofgre{tions and 


our fins be upon vs, and we pine away in them, 


how ſhall we then liver”? As if they Mmauld ſay, if 
ms ES. oo 2 ay» 
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we mult die and be miſe. avle how can we help it? 


as if it were not long of them, but Gid. Bu God 
in my text doth clear himtelt of it, an4 telleth hem 
how they may help it if they will, and per adeth 
- them to uſe means; and, it they will not be er- 
ſuaded, he lets them know that. it is long of the n- 
ſelves; and, if this will not ſar:sfy them, Fe will 
not therefore forbear to puniſh them. Iris be that. 
will be their judge, au be well judge themaccor 
ding to their Ways: they are no judges of kim v7 
themſelves, as waiting authority, and wifhom, iy 
impartialuy. Nor is it their cavitling dieb Gg 
that ſhall terve their turn, or fave them ire n the ex- 
ecution of juit.ce, which they murmur at. 

The words of this verſe con nin, 1 Goc“, 8 
of himfelr from the blame « theilt deli Fön. his 
be doth not by diſo wing his j dgmeims and excel 
tion according to that law, or giving, the many ty ge 
that the law fhuli not be ex. cuted; wy by pe bels 8 
that it is not their death that hatakes plusſare u, 
but their returuing ra her, that t 3 may live: aud 
this he confi mech to them by his cath. 2 A en- 
preſs exhortation to the wicked to return, Watrein 
Cod doth not ouly command, bat pit de, ard 
condeicend alſo to reaton the cate with tem, why 
will they die? The direct end of his exo tation is, 
that they may turn and jive, The lecoiide! y. ar re · 
ſerved ends, u on ſuppoſitien that this s 1:07 attain- 
ed, are theſe two: Fail, ro convince tem by the 
means Which he uf d, that it is not long f God if 
they be miterabie:: Seton ly, to convince tliem, from. 
their man teſt wiifnulneſs in ie) Ning at he com 
mans aid Sia ins, that it is tanz vi ih 
220 tuex die, b becauſe th ey * ay die, 
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The ſubſtance of the text doth lie in theſe obſer- 


| vations following. 


Doct. 1. Iris the CDP 8 bw of God, that 
wicked men muſt turn or die. ; 


DoR. 2. It is the promiſe of God, that the wicked 1 * 


mall live, if they will but turn. 
Doct. 3. God take:h pleaſure in men's converſion 
and ſalvation; but not in their death or dam- 
nation: he had rather they would return and 
live, than go on and die. 


Doct. 4. This is a moſt certain wk, which: . 
cauſe God would not have men to queſtion, ne 
hath confirmed it to them ſolemnly by his oath. 


Doc. ; 5. The Lord doth redouble his commands 


mae! perſuaſions to the wicked to turn. 

Doct. 6. The Lord condeſcendeth to reaſon the 
_ caſe with them, and aſketh the wicked, oO 
they will die. 


Doct. 5+ If after all this the * eicked wi 11 not turn, 


it is not long of God that they periſh, but of 


themſelves; their own wilfulneſs is the cauſe of 


their danmation; they therefore die, becauſe 
they wil! die. 


| Haviog laid the text open before your eyes in 
_ tele plain propoſitions, I ſhall next PEAK. 6 lomewnat 5 


ot each of them in order, though briefly. 


DoR, L814 ah une nangeable law of God, that 


wicked men muſt turn or die. 


If you wil believe Sad, believe this: there i is but 


one of theſe two ways for every wicked man, either 


— —— 2 —_ — - — 


converſion or damnation, I know the wicked will 


this, No wonder if the guilty quarrel with the law. 


hardly be perſuaded either of the truth or equity f 
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Few men are apt to believe that which they Wound 
not have to be rue, and eser would have that to 


be true, Which hey appeschend to be 27 ar ft them. 


Bur it is not quar relling with the law, or with the - 
juclge, that will fave the male factor. B-l:eving-ar't 
regard! ag the law might have pre ene bis dea by 


| but denying and accuſing it will but haften it. If 
it were not ſo, a hundred would bring their rea- 


ſons againſt the law, tor one that wond bring hes 
reaſon vo the liw, And men wonld rat her give their 


reatons, why they ſhould not be puniſhed, than to 
hear the Commands atd roators of the ir goween nNors | 


wh ch require. them t obey. The law was not 
made tor you to judge, but that you right be ruled 


aud judged $4 it. 


But, if there be any e blind as to ven'u'e to 


queſtion e 5 the truth or the juſtice of this law of 
God, I thall briefly give you that evidence of both, | 
Which methiuks ihould Wtisfy a rea onable man. 


And firſt, if you doubt whether this be the word 


of God or not, beſides a hundred other texts, yon 
ma be ſatisfièd by theſes fe .- Matt. xviii. 5. 
« Verily 1 ſay unto yon, except y be cor veried, 


and hecome as little ch l1d:en, y- can.ot enter inte 


the kingdom of heaven. Jou i. 3. Vr, ve- 
rily, I ſay unto thee, except a man eber, aa he 


cannot ſee the kingdom of G d.“ — 2 C. F. „ 
% If a mau te in Chritt, he is a new crea: hre; old 
things are pat a ay, Þ5eho'l, all thugs are Hecome 


new. - Col. iii. 9, 10. Ye have pit off the old 
man with his deeds, aud have pur on the tw inan, 


«4 
# » 
+ 4 


which is renewed ia know!e ge, a'ter the imme 
him that created him.“ Heb, x1 14 © Wirhour 
holineſs no man hall fee Gol.” —Rom. wii. 8, 9, 
« Sv, then, they that are io the fleſn cannot pleaſe 
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God.“ “ Now if any man have not the ſpirit of 


Chriſt, he is none of his.“ — Gal. vi. 43. For, in 


Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumciſion, but a new creature,” - 1 Pet. i. 


3 According to his abundant grace he hath be- 


5 gotten us again to a lively hope.” —Verſe 23. Be- 


ing born again not of corruptible ſeed, but of incor- 
ruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
_ abideth for ever.“ —1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. Wherefore, 


_ laying aſide all malice, and all guile, and hy pocriſies, 
and envies, and evil ſpeaking: as new-born babes 
defire the fincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 


thereby. - Pal. ix. 17. The wicked ſhall be 


turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” 
P/al. xi. 85. Aud the Lord loveth the righteous, 5 


but the wicked his ſoul hateth.“ 


As I need not ſtay to open theſe texts, which are 
ſo plain, ſo I think 1 need not add any more of 
that multitude which ſpeak the like. If thou be a 


man that doſt believe the word of God, here is already 


enough to ſatisfy thee, that the wicked muſt be con- 


verted or condemned. You are already brought fo 


far, that you muſt either confeſs that his is true, or 


ſay plainly you will not believe the word of God. 


And, if once you be come o that paſs, there are 


but ſmall hopes of you: look to yourſelves as well as 
vou can, for, it is likely you will not be long out of 
hell. You would be ready to fly in the face of him 


that ſhould give you the lie; and yet dare you give 


thelie to God ? But, it you tell God plainly you will 


not believe him, blame him not if he never warn you 


more, or if he ſorſake yon, and give you up as 


hopeleſs. For, to what purpoſe ſhould he warn yon, f 


if you will not believe him Should he ſend an an- 
gel from heaven to you, it ſeems ybu would not be- 
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| lieve. For an angel can ſpeak but the word of 
God; and, if an angel ſhould bring you any other 
| goſpel, yon are not to receive it, but to hold him 
_ accurſed, Gal. i. 8. And ſurely there is no angel to 


be believed before the Son of God, who came from 


the Father to bring us this doctrine. If he be not to 
be believed, then all the angels in heaven are not to 
de believed. And, if you ſtand on theſe terms with 


God, I ſhall leave you till he deal with you ina 
more convincing way. God hath a voice that will 
make you hear. Though he intreat you to hear the 


voice of his goſpe!, he will make you hear the voice | 
of his condemning ſentence, without intreaty, We 


cannot make you believe againſt your will; but God 


will make you feel againſt your will. 


But let us hear what reaſon you have, why you 
will not believe this word of God, which tells us 


that the wicked muſt be converted or condemned. I 
know your reaſon; it is becauſe you judge it unlikely 


that God ſhould be fo unmerciful: you think it cru- 
elty to damn men everlaſtiugly for ſo ſmall a thing 


as a ſinful life. And this 1-ads us ro the ſecond lg 


and 8 | 
Aud firſt, I think you will not 1 but that it is 


moſt ſuitable to an immortal ſoul to be ruled by laws 
that promiſe an eternal reward and threaten an end= 


lefs puniſhment, Otherwiſe the law would not be 
ſuited to the nature of the ſubject, who will not be 


fully ruled by any lower means than the hopes or 


fears of everlaſting things: As it is in the caſe of 


temporal puniſhment ; if a law were now made, that 
the moſt heivous crimes ſhall be puniſhed with a 


hundred years captivity, this might be of ſome efli- 


cacy, as being equal to our lives. Bur, if there had 
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been no other pc; nalties betore: the fl od, when men 
lived eigbt cr nine hundted years, it Wen'd not 


hae been 'vfficient, becauſe men u ould know that 


they might have fo many bundted y ars impuniiy 

atterwacds, S0 it is in the preſent caſe, - _ 
"2-1 (uppoſe youu will confefs, th at the promiſe of 

an e dleſ and incor coi able glory is not Unſuitable 


to the wiſdom ot God, or the caſe of man, And 


why ther ſhonlg you not th nK ſo of- the (Ereatuing 
of n endlels an | unſpeakavie miſery? 

3 Wen you find 1t in the word of Gu d, that ſo 
It i, and ſo it will be, do you think yourſelves fit 
to contraditt this werd? Will „ou call your Maker 
to the bar, and examine his Nd upon the accula- 


tion of falichov' 2 Will you ſet upon him, and ju ge 
him by the law of your conceits? A e you wiſer, and 
better, a'd 'g''teouler than he? M. ſt be Goo of 


THe aven com- to YOU to earn Wildom ? Muſt 1: finite 


u ſdom learn of folly? aud i fivi e Holiut ſs be car. 
re cle ny a Cainh ſi ner, that caungt keep himſelf 
an hour clean? Mutt the Almighty ſtand at the bar 


of a worm? Oi! korrid arrogance ct ſenſeleſs duſt! 
Shall every mole or clod, or dung ill, accuſe the 


fin of carknei>, ard vr dirtake to 1) luminate the 
World? Where were you when the Almighty made 


theſe laws, ht he did not call you to hit counſel? 
Sure he made them before you were born, w thout 


| deſiring your advice! and yon came into the world 
too late to rev.rſe them. If you could have done 
o great a work, you ſho ld have {1 ped out of your. 


noth.npnels>, ind have c: mradicted Chrif when he 
Was on earth, or Woſes betore bi nm, or bave ſaved | 
Adam n! bis ſinful progeny from the threa' enced 
death, that ſo there might have been ro need of 


Chritt! And what ul od with draw bis patience and 
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futenation, and let you drop into hell while you are 
5 quarrelling with his word ?—Will you chen believe 
4 that there is no hell? 
4. If fin be ſuch an evil that it e the Ab 
of Chriſt for its expiation, no wonder if it deſerve 
our Ne miſery. | 
| Aud it the kia of the devils A an end- 5 
| les torment, why not allo the fin of mau? | 
6. And methinks you ſhuuld perceive, that it is 
not poſſible for the beſt of men, much leſs for the _ 
wicked, t6 be competent judges of the deſert of fin, _ 
Alas! we are all both blind and partial. You can 
never know fully the deſert of fin till you fully know, 
the evil of fin; and you can never fully know the 
evil of fin till you fully know, 1, The excellency 
| of the ſoul, which it deformeth: 2. And the excel- 
E lency of holiveſs, which it doth obliterate: 3. And 
the reaſon and excellency of the glory, which it vi 
; olateth: And 4. the excellency ot the glory, which | 
7 it doth deſpiſe : Aud, 5. the excellency and office 
of reaſon, which it treadeth down: 6. No, nor till 
! | _ you know the infinite excellency, almightiueſs, and 
| holines, of that God, againſt whom it is com- 
| _ mitted, When you fully know «ll theſe, you ſhall 
fully know the deſert of fin. Beſides, you know 
that the offender is too partial to judge the law or 
the proceedings of the judge. We judge by feeling, 
- Which bli: ds our reaſon, We tee, in common 
worldly things, that muſt men think the cauie is right 
Which is their own; aud that all is wroug that is 
done againſt them: and let the moſt wiſe, or juſt 
| impartial friends perſuade them to the contrary, and 
it is all in vain, There are few children but think 
the father vnmercitul, or dealeth hardly with them, 
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if he whip them. There is ſcarce the vileſt wretch, 
but thinketh the church doth wrong him, if they ex- 
communicate him; nor ſcarce a thief or mu-derer 
that is hanged, but wovld accuſe the law and judge 
of cruelty, if that would ſerve his turn. 

7, Can yon think that an unholy ſoul is fit for 
heaven? Alas! they cannot love God there, nor do 
him any ſervice which he can accept. They are 
contrary to Ged; they loath that which he moſt 


loveth; and love that which he abhorreth : they are 


incapable of that imperfect communion with him, 


which his faints do here partake of. How then can ; 
they live in that perfect love of him, and full delight 


and communion with him, which is the bleſſedneſss 


of heaven? You do not accuſe yourſelves of unmerci- 


fulne&, if you make not your enemy your. boſom 
counſellor; and yer will you blame the ablolnte 


Lord, the moſt wile and gracious Sovereign of the 


world, if he condemn the unconver ted to » perpetual 


ö miſery ? 
| USE. 

I beſeech you now, all that love your ſouls, that 
inſtead of qnarrelling with God, and with his word» 
you will preſently ſtoop to it, and uſe it for good. 
All you that are unconverted in this. aſſembly, take 


tis as the undoubted truth of God; you muſt ere 
long be converted or condemned; there is no other 


way, bur turn or die. When Ged that cannot lie 


hath told you this; when you hear it from the Maker 


and Judge of the world, it is time for him that hath 

ears to hear. By this time you may fee what you 
have to truſt to. You are but dead and damned men, 
except you will be converted. Should I tell yon 


otherwiſe, I ſhovid deceive you with a lie.—Should 
I hide this from you I ſhould undo you, and be guilty 
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of your blood, as the verſes before my text aſſure 
me: ver. 8. When I fay to the wicked, O wicked 
man, thou ſhalt. ſurely die, it thou doſt not ſpeak 


to warn the wicked trom his way, that wicked man 


ſhall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will 1 require 
at thy hand,” —You fee then, though this be a rough 
un elcome doctrine, it is ſuch as we muſt preach, 


and you muſt hear. It is eaſter. to hear of heil than 


ee, your neceſhities did not require. R535 
ſhould not gall your tender ears with truths that leem 
ſo harſh and grievous. Hell would not be (o full, it 
people were but u lliug to know their cate, and hear 
and think of ir, The reaſon why ſo tew eſcape it is, 
becauſe they ſtrive not 10 enter in at the ſtrait gate 
bot converſion, and to gu the narrow v ay of holineſs 

_ while they have time; and they ſtrive not, becauſe 


they are dot awakened to a-lively feeling cf the 


danger they are in; and they are not awakened, 
- becauſe they are loath to hear or think of BY 


and that it is partly through fooliſh tenderneſs 
and carnal ſelf-love, and partly becauſe they do 
not well believe the word that threateneth it.— 
If you will not thoroughly believe this truth, me- 


thinks the weight of it ſhould force you to re- 
member it; and it ſhould follow you, and give you 
no reſt, till you are converted, If you had but 
once heard this word, by the voice of an angel, 
* Tnou muſt be converted or condemned; turn or 
die:“ would it not ſtick in your mind, and haunt 


you night and day, ſo (hat in your {inning you would 
remember it, as if the voice were {till in your ears, 
* turn or die!“ O happy were your fouls if it might 
thus work with you, and never be forgotten oc let 
you alone till it have driven home your hearts to 


God, But if you will caſt it out by forgetfulneſs 
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or unbelief, how can it work to your converſion and 
falvation? But take this with you to your ſorrow, 
though you may put this out of your minds, you 
cannot put it out of the Bible; but there it will ſtand 
as a ſettled truth, which you ſhall experimentally 
know for ever, that there | is no other way dat turn 
5 or 1 | 
0 what is the matter then, that the vets of 15 
| ners be not pierced with ſuch a weighty truth! A 
man would think now, that every unconverted ſuul 
that hears theſe words ſhould be pricked to the heart, 


and think with themſelves, this is my own caſe, and _ 


never be quiet till they found themſelves converted. 
Believe it, Sirs, this drowſy careleſs temper will not 
laſt long. Converſion and condemnation are both of 
them awakening things. I can foretel it as truly as 


if 1 ſaw it with my eyes, that either grace or hell .F 


will ſhortly bring theſe matters to the quick, and 
make you ſay, © What have I done? what a fool- 
Iſh wicked covrſe have | taken ?” The ſcoraful and 
ſtupig Rate of finners will laf but a little while, 
As ſoon as they ei her turn or die, the preſumptuous 
dream will be at an end, and then their | wits and feel- 
ing will return, 0 
But 1 foreſee there are two things that are like to 
huarden the converted, and make me loſe all my la» 
bour, except they can be taken our of the way: and 
that is, the miſurderſianding of theſe two words, 
Ithe wicked] and ſcurn.] Some will hink with them- 
ſelves, it is true, the wicked muſt turn or die; but 
what is that to me? 1 am not wicked, though I am 
a ſinner, as all men are. Others will think, © it is 
true that we muſt turn from our evil ways; but! am 
turned long ago: 1 hope this is not now to do.“ 
| And thus, while wicked men think they are not 
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wicked, but are already converted, we loſe all our 
labour in perſuadiug them to turn. I fhail rhere- 
ore, before | go any tarther, ell you here who are 
meant by the wicked, and who they ace hat mult 
turn or die; aud alſo what is meant by turcing, and 
who they are that are truly converted. And this | 
have purpoſely referved for this e preterring 
the nixthod that fits my end. 1 „„ 
And here you may obſerve, that, in thi ſenſe of 
tne text, a wicked man and a converted man, are 
contraries. No man is a wicked man that is con- 
verted, and no man is a couverted man that is wick- 
ed; ſo that to be a wicked man, and to be an un- 
converted man, is all one. And therefore in 2 open 
ing one we ſhall open both. 5 
Before 1 can tell you. what either wickedneſs or 
_ converſion is, I muſt go to the vottciu, aud tet ch Bp 
the matter Crunk the beginning. | 5 
It pleaſed the great Creator of the world to make 
three ſorts of living creatures :==-Angel: he made 
pure ſpirits, withour fleſh, and rhe. <ture he made 
them only tor heaven, and not to dwell on earth, 
Brutes were made fle{k, without immortal fouls, 
and therefoce they were mide ny 10r eurth, 2 4 
not for heaven: Maa is vi a mig dle nature between 
both, as partakiag of both fleh aud ſpirit, iv he is 
made tor earth, but as his pail: ge GT Way e heaven, 
aud not that this auld be his home er happinets 
The bleiied ſtate that man was made for Was 10 be- 
bold the glorious majeſty of the Lord, and 0 praiſe 
him among his holy angels; and to love him, aud to 
be filled with his love tor ever. And this was ihe 
end that man was made tur, ſo God did give him 
_ meai's that were fitted to the attaining of ik. hefe 
Means Wire principally Iwo: Full, the right diſpo- 
| 'D 3 RE | | 


„5 A Call to the Unconeerted. [Ser. 1. 


ſiuon of the mind of man; Secondly, the right or- 
dering of his life. For the firſt, God ſuited the dif- 
_ Poſition of man unto the end; giving kim ſuch 
knowledge of God as was fit for his preſent ſtate, 
and a heart inclined to God in holy love. But yet 
he did not fix or confirm him in this condition; but, 
having made him a free agent, he left him in the 
hands of his own free will. For the ſecond, God 
did that which belongeth to him: that is, he gave 
man a perfect law, requiring him to continue in the 
love of God, and pyrfectlyj to obey him. By the 
Wilfal breach of this law, man did not only torfeit 
his hopes of everlaſting life, but alſo turned his heart 
from God, and fixed it on theſe lower fl-ſhly things, 
and hereby did blot out our ſpiritual image of God, 


from the ſoul : So that man did both fall ſhort of the. 


glory of God, which was his end, and put himſelf 


out of the way by which he mould have attained it; [ 


and this both as to the frame of his heart, and of his 


life. Tur holy incligation and love of his foul to 1 


God, he loſt, and inftead of it, he contracted an or 
clination and love ro the pleaſing of his fl-ſh, 

carnal ſelf, by earthly things, growing Sep to 
God, and acquainted with the creature: and the 
_ courſe of his life was ſuited to the incliuation of his 
heart; he lived to his carnal ſelf, and not to God, 
be ſought the creature for the pleaſing of his fleſh, 


inſtea of ſeeking to plea'e the Lrd. With this 


nature, or corrupt inelination, we are all now born 


into the world; for, Who can bring a clean thing 


out of an unclean?” Fob xiv. 4. As a hon hath a 


| fierce and cruel nature befare it doth devour; and as 
an adder hath a venomous nature before ſhe ſting; |] 


ſo in our infancy we have thoſe ſinful natures, or in- 
_ clinations, efore we think, or ſpeak, or do amiſs: 
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and hence 1 all the ſin of our lives. And not 
only ſo, but when God hath of bis mercy provided 
na re medy, even the Lord Jeſns Chriſt to be the 
Saviour of our ſouls, and bring us back to God again, 
we naturally love our preſent ſtate, and are loath to 
be brought out of it, aud therefore are ſer againſt. 
the means of our recovery, And, though cuſtom. 
have taught us to thank Chriſt for his good will, yet 
_ carnal ſelt perſuadeth us to refuſe his remedies, and 
to defire to be excuſed when we are commanded to 
take the medicines he offereth, and are called to 
forſske all and follow him to God and glory, _ _ 
T pray you read over this leaf again, aud mark it: 

for in theſe few wo: ds you have are deſcription of 
our natural ſtate, and conſequently of a wicked man, 
For every man that.is in this ſtate of corrupted na- 
ture is a wicked man, aud in a ftate of death, | 
By this alſo you are prepared to under ſtand what 
it is to be couverted; to which end you mult farther 
know, that the mercy of God, not willing that man 
FNhonld periſh in his fin, provided a remedy, by cau- 
ſing h his Son to take our nature, aud being in one 
perſon God and man, to become a Mediator between 
God and man; and, by gying ior our {ins on the 
| croſs, to ranſum ns from the curſe of God and the 
1 power of the devil: and, having thus receemed us, the 
Father has delivered us into his hands as his own, 
lere upon the Father and the Mediator do make a new 
law and covenant for men: nat 1 ke the fi: ft, which 
| gave life to none but the perfectly obedient, and con- 
demned man for every fin; but Chriſt bath made a 
law of grace, or a promiſe ot pardon and ever}. {ting 
[life to all, that, by true repentance aud by faith in 
+ Chriſt, are converted mito God, Like an act of obli- 
| vion which is made by a prince to a comp.ny or re- 
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bels, on condition thoy will lay down their arms and 
come in, aud be loyal ſubjects for the time to come, 
But, becauſe the Lord knoweth that the heart of 
man is grown fo wicked, that for all this men will 


not accept of the remedy, if they be left to them- 


ſelves; therefore the Holy Ghoſt hath undertaken it 


as his office, to inſpire the apoſtles, and ſeal up the 


ſcripture by miracles and wonders, and to illuminate 
and convert the ſons of the elect. 


So that by this much Lou ſee, that the Father, the | 


Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, have each their ſeveral 
works, which are eminently aſcribed to them. 
The Father's works were to create us, to rule us 


as his rational creatures, by the law of nature, and 


judge us thereby, and in mercy to provide us a Re- 


deemer, when we were loſt, and to ſend his * 


and accept of his ranſom. 


The works of the Son for us were theſe; j to ran 


ſom and redeem us by his ſufferings and righteouſneſs, 
to give out the promiſe or law of grace, and rule 
and judge the world as their Redeemer, on terms of 
grace, and to make interceſhon for us, that the be- 
nefit of his death may be communicated ; and to 


ſend the Holy Guott ; which the Father alſo doth by 


the Son. The works of the Holy Ghoſt for us are 
theſe ; to indite the holy ſcriptures, by inſpiring and 
guiding the prophets and apoſtles, and ſealing the 
Word by his miraculons gifts and works; and the 
illuminating and exciting the ordiaary miniſters of 


the goſpel, and ſo enabling them aud helpiog them 


to publiſh that word; and, by the ſame word, illu— 
miuating and converting the fonls of men. So that, 
as you could. not have been reaſonable creature> if 
the Father had not created yon; nur have had any 


aeceſs to Vd if the Son had not redeemed you; 1 
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cerneth nor ſavoureth the thiugs of e! 


! 


0 « 


neither can you have a part in Chriſt, or be ſaved, 
except the Holy Gheſt do ſanctify you. 

Fo that by this time vou may ſee the ſeveral cau— 
ſes of this work :;— The Father ſendeth his San; the 
Son redeeme: hug, and maketh the promiſe of grece; 
the Holy Ghoſt inditeth and ſcaleth this goſpel; the 
apoſtles are the ſecretaries of the Spirit to write it; 


the preachers of the goſpel to proclaim it, and per- 


ſuade meu to obey it; and the Hy Gh. {} do! h make 


their preaching effec ual, by opening the hearts of 


men to entertain it; aud all this to repair the image 


of God upon the foul, and ro fet the heart upon God 


again, aud take it off the creature and carnul felt to 


which it is revolted, and ſo turn the current of tHe 


life into a heavenly courſe, which before was earthly, 
and all this by the entertainment of Chrilt by Faith, 


Who is the phyſician. of the ſoul... 


By this which I bave ſaid, you may ſee v chat it 43 


to be wicked, and what. it is to be conver'ed; 


which J think will be yet plainer to you, it I de- 


ſcribe them as cor fiſting of their ſeveral parts; and, 


for the fi:lt, a wicked man may be kno wi by theſe 


three things. 


Firſt, he is one that placeth his chief content: on 


earth, aud loveth the creature moe than God, and 
his fleſhly profperity above the he 2 teljeity s 


He ſavoureth the things of the flcſh, but e dif- 
2 — 
Though he will ſay, that heaven i b er than - arth, 
yet doth he not really ſo eſteem it to Himſe't; it he 


might be ſure of earth, be would let go heaven, 


D 


and had rather ſtay here than be removed thither. 


A life of perfect hulinefs, inthe ſight of God, and 
in his love and praiſe for ever in heaven, doth- not 


find fuch Iking, with his heart, as a life of health, 
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and wealth, and honour, here upon earth. And, 
though he falſely profeſs that he loveth God above 


all, yet indeed he never felt the power of divine love 


within him, but his mind is more ſet on the w orld, 


or fleſhly pleaſures, than on God. In a word, who- 


ſoever loveth earth above heaven, and fleſhly pro- 
ſperity more than God, is a - wicked ee 
man. | | 

On the other ide, a . man is Hominated 
to diſcern the lovelineti of God; and ſo far be- 
lieveth the glory that is to be had: with God, that 


bis heart is taken up toit, and fet more upon it, 


than any thing in this world, He had rather tee the 
face of God, and live in his everlaſting love and 


praiſes, than have all the wealth or pleaſures of the 


world; he ſeeth that all things elſe are vanity, and 


nothing but God can fill the ſoul, and therefore, let 


| the world go which way it will, he layeth up his 
_ treaſures and hopes in heaven, and for that he re- 


ſolves to let go all. As the fire doth mount upwards, | 
and the needle that is touched with the loadſtone 


ſtill rurneth to the north, ſo the converted foul is 
inclined to God, Nothing elfe can ſatisfy him, nor 
can he find any content and reſt but in his love. In 


_ a word, all that are converted do efteem and love 
God better than the world; and the heavenly. 


felicity is dearer to them than their fleſhly proſperity. 
The proof of what I have ſaid you may find in theſe 


places of ſcripture: Phil. iii. 18, 21. Matt. vi. 19, 


. Roms. viiie'5, 6, 7s $, 9, 
18, 23. Pſal. bexiii. 2 25, 36. 


Secondly, a wicked man is one that maketh it the | 
principal buſineſs of his life to proſper in the world, 


and attain his fleſhly end. Aud though he may read 


and hear, and do much in the outward duties of re- 
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ligion, and forbear diſgraceful fins, yet this is all 
but upon the by, and he never makes it the trade 
and principal buſineſs of his life to pleaſe God and 


attain everlaſting glory, but puts off God with the 
leavings of the world, and gives him no more ſer- 
vice than the fleſh can ſpare; for he will not part | 
with all tor heaven. 


On the contrary, a conver- ed man is one that makes 


i it the principal care and buſineſs of his life to pleaſe 
God, and to be ſaved, and takes all the ble ffi: ngs of 
this life but as . in his; journey towards 5 


another life, and uſeth the creature in ſubor- Ination 


unto God: he loveth a holy life, and longeth to be 


more holy: he hath no ſin but what he hateth, and 
longeth, and prayeth, and ſtriveth to be rid of. The 
dritt and bent of his life are for God; and, if he fin, 
it is contrary to the very bent of his heart and life, 


and therefore he riſes again, and lamenteth it, and 
dares not wilfully live in any known fin. There is 


nothing in this world ſo dear to him but he can give 


it up to God, and forſake it for him, aud the hopes 


of glory. —All this you may ſee in Col. iii. 1, 2, 3, 
4 3. Matt. vi. 20; 33. Luke xviii. 22, 23 29. 
Luke xiv. 18, 24, 26, 27. Rom. Vil. 13. Gat. v. 24. 


Luke xii. . Se. 


Thirdly, the ſoul of a . man did never truly 


diſceru and reliſh the myſtery of redemption, nor 


thankfully entertain an offered Saviour; nor is he 
taken up with the love of the Redeemer, nor willing 


to be ruled by him as a phyſician of his ſoul, that he 
may be ſaved from the guilt and power of his fins, 
and recovered unto God; but his heart is inſenſible 


of this unſpeakable benefit, and is quite againſt the 
bealing means by which he ſhould be recovered, 


Though be may be willing to be carnally religious, 
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yet he never reſigneth up his ſoul to Chriſt, and to 
the motion and couduct of his word and ſpirit. 

On the contrary, the converted ſoul, having felt 
himſelf undone by fin, and perceiving that he hath 
loſt his peace with God, and hopes of heaven, and 
is in danger of everlatiing miſery, doth thank fully en- 
tertain the tidings of redemption, and, believing in 


the Lord Jeſus as his only Saviour, reſigneth up him- 


ſelf to him for wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, | 


and redemption; be taketh Chriſt as the life of his 4 
. ſoul, and liveth by him, and uſeth him as a ſalve for 
every ſore, admiring the wiſdom and love of God in 


this wonderful work of nian's redemption. In a 
word, Chriſt doth even dwell in his heart by faith, 


and the life that he now liveth is by the faith of the * 


Son of God, that he hath loved him, and gave him- 


| ; elf for him; yea it is not ſo much he that liveth as 


Chriſt in him. For theſe, ſee Job i. 11, 12, and ili. 
20. Fohn xu. 2, 3; 4. 1 Cor. i. 20, and ii. 2. 
' You fee now in plain terms, from the word of 
| God, who are the wicked, and who are the converted. 
Ignoraut people think it a man be no ſwearer, nor 
curſer, nor railer, nor drunkard, nor fornicator, 


nor extortioner, nor wrong any body in their deal- 


inge, and if they come to church, and ſay their 


Prayers, receive the ſacrament, and ſometimes e-, 


tend their hands to the relief of the poor, theſe can- 
not be unconverted men. Or if a man, that hath 
been guilty ef drunkenneſs, or ſwearing, or gaming, 
or the like vices, do but forbear them for the time to 


come, they think that this is a converted man. | 


Others think, if a man, that hath been an enemy 


and ſcorner at godlineſs, do but approve it, and 


Do Join himielf with. tho? that are godly, and be hated 
tor it by the wicked, as the godly are, that this muſt 


* . 
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needs be a converted. | man. And ſome are 10 el 
iſn as to think they are converted by taking up ſome 


new opinion. And ſome thick, if they have but 
deen affrighted by the fears of hell, and had con- 
viction and tos tures of conſcience, and thereupon 
have propoſed and promiſed amendment, and taken 
up a life of civil behaviour and outward religion, _ 
that this muſt needs be true conver ſton. And theſe 
ate the poor deluded ſouls that are like to loſe the 
benefit of all our perſuaſions; and, when they hear 


that the wicked muſt turn or die, they think that 


this is not ſpoken to them; for they are not wick- 
ed, bnt are turned heady. And therefore it is 
that Chriſt told ſome of the rulers of the Jews, who 
were graver and civiler than the common people, =_ 
that ©* publicans and harlots do go into the king 

dom of God before them, Matt. xxi. 31. Not | 
that a harlot or groſs ſinner can be ſaved without 
_ converſion, but becauſe it was eafier to make theſe 
- groſs ſinners perceive their fin * miſery, and the 


neceflicy of a change, when the civiler ſort dejude 


_ themſelves by thinking that they are converted 1 


ready, when they are not. 
O Sirs, converſion is another kind of work than 


moſt are aware of; it is not a ſmall matter to brivg 
an earthly mind to heaven, and to flew man the 
amiable excellencies of God, till he be taken up in 
ſuch love to him, that never can be qnenched; to 


break the heart for fin, and make him fly {or refuge 


unto Chriſt, and thankfully embrace him as the lite 


of his ſoul; to have the very drift and bent of the 
heart and life to be changed, ſo that a man renounceth 


that which he took for telicity, and piaceth his feli- 


city where he never'did before, and liveth not to the 
ſame end, and driveth not on the fame deſign in the 
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world, as formerly he did: in a word, he that is in 
Chrift is a new creature; © old things are ee 
away, behold, all things are become neu,“ 2 Cor. 
v. 17. lle hath a new underſtanding, a new will 
and reſolution, new ſorrows, and deſires, and love, 
and delight: neo thoughts, new ſpeeches, new 
company, (if pollivle) and new converſation. din, 
that was betore a jeſtiug matter with him, is now 15 


odious and terrible to him, that he fhes from it as 
from death. The world, that was fo lovely in his 


eyes, doth now appear but as vanity aud vexation? 


God, that was before neglected „ 15 now the 0 aly 


. happineſs of his ſoul ; betore, he was forgotten, and 
_eveiy luſt preterred before him: but now he + is ſet 


next the heart, and all things muſt give e pla ice to him, 
and the h-art is taken up in the attend nce and ob. 


ſervance of him, and is grieved when he e bid, s his 


face, and never thinks itſelf well withont bim. 
Chriſt himſelf, that Was wont t 0 be {] 11 zRily tl ou ht 


g Of, 1s now hi * on! "1 hope 41d refuge, ane 134 ' eh 


1 VE 


upon mim as on his daily bread; he cannot pr 


: : ; | 
Without him, nor refoice Kithout hi iu, nor th::;k; 


nor ſpeak, nor live witho ut bim.— leave n fel, 


that before was looked upon but as a tolerable re- 


ſerve which he hoped might ſerve his turn better than 
bell, when he could not ftay any longer in the 
world, is now taken for his hame, the place of his 


only hope and red, where he hall ie; aud love, and 


praiſe that God that hath his heart already. Hell, 
that before did ein but as a bug bear to trighten 
men from fin, doth nov appear ts be a real mil-ry, 
that is not to be ventured on, nor jeited & t. 
The works of holineſs, which before he was wes TS 
af, and ſeemed to be more ado than vecds, are now 


ue 


both his recreation aud his buſineſs, and the treue 


„ ee 
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that he lives upon. The Bible, which was before to 
him but almoſt as a common book 


law of God, as a letter wriiten to him from heaven, 


and fobſeribed with the name of the eternal Majeſty ; 


wr is the rule 5 his thonghts, and words, and deeds; 


tie commands ere binding, the threats are dreadtul, 
any the mite of it ſpeak lite to his foul. The 
godly, that ſeemed ro him but like other men, are 


wow the exceilentelt and happieſt on earth. And the 
wicked, that were his play-tellows, are now his 


grict; aud he, that could laugh at tbeir ſins, i“ rea- 


oy mitery, Pjaim 


Avi. 3. and. xv. 4. Phil. i; 18. In mort, he hath 


a new end in his thoughts, aud a new way in his 
end e aiid therefore his heart and life are new. 


Dekore, bis carnal felf was his end; and his pleaſure, _ 
an worldly profits, and credit were his way; and 


now God and everlatting glory ate his end; and 
Chriſt, and the ſpirit, and word, and ordinances, 


_ hvlinets to God, and righteonſneſs, and mercy to 
men, theſe are his way, Before, ſe'f was the chiefeſt 


ruler; to which the matters of God and conſcience 
muſt ſtoop and give place. And now God in Chrift, 


dy rhe fhirit, word, and miniſtry, is that chief ruler, 


to Whom both ſelf and all the matters of felt muſt 
give place. So that this is not a change in one, or 


two, or twenty poists, but in the whole foul, and | 
the very end and bent of the converſation. A man 


my ſtejs out of one path into another, and yet have 


dis face the ſame Way, and be ſtill going towards the 
ſame place: But it is another matter to turn quite 


bai again, 


and take his journey the contrary way 
10 a contrary Pl: ace. So it is here: A man. may 
turu from dinnkennefs to thiittineſs, and forſake his 
good tcllowthip, and other groſs diſgraceful fins; and 


1. 2 


k, is now as the 
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ſet upon ſome duties of relig on, and yet be going. 


ſtill to the ſame end as before, intending hu carns) 
ſelf above all, and giving it fill the government of 

his ſoul. But, when he is converted, this ſelf is de- 
nied and taken down, and God is ſer up, and his 
face is turned the contrary Way; and he, that be- 
fore was addicted ro himſelf, and lived to himfelf, 


1s now by ſanctification devoted to God, and hweth 


unto God: Betore, he aſked bimſelf wha he should 
do with his time, his parts, aud bis eſtate, aud for 
himtelf he uſed them ; but now he «ſk-th God what 
be ſhall do with them, and he uſeth them for. him. 


Before, he woiild pleaſe God ſo far as might and. 


with the pleafure of his fleſh aud carnal fell, but not 
to say great difpieaſure af them. But now. he 
w:ll pleaſe God, let fleſh.and (elf be ever fo much 


5 diſpleaſed. This 18 the great e that . will | i 


make upon all that hall ho ſaved. 


You ca:: ſay, that the Holy Ghoſt is your fav iner, 5 


but do you know what ſanctification 1s? Wuy, this 


is that | have row opened to you; and every man. 
and woman in the world mult have this, or 2e con» 
_ demnec to everialting REY Seed mult | turn or 


die. | 
Do you believe all this, or do you ot? St rely 
you dare not ſay, you do not; fur it is paſt doubt or 
denial, Theſe are not controverſies, where one 
learned pions man is of one mind, and ancther of 


another; where one party faith this, aud another faith 


that; every denomination among us that defirve to 

be called Chrittians are ail avrecd in this that 1 have 
ſaid; and, if yon will not believe the God of truth, 

and that in a cafe dae every, EY do believe him, 
you are utterly incxc! Cable, | 


—_— „ 
— 


But 
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at, if yon do believe this, how comes it to paſs 
that you live fo quietly in an unconverted ftate? 
Uo you know that you are converted? and can you 
Ru this wondertu! change upon your ſouls? Have 
you been thus born again and made anew ?—Are not 


12-!e Rrange matters tom gy of you? and ſuch as 


you never felt upon yourielves? If you cannot tell 
the day or week of your change, or the very ſermon, 


that converted you, yet, do yon find that the work 


is done; and ſuch a change indeed there is, and that 


vou have ſuch hearts as betore deſcribed? Alas! the 


moſt do follow their worldly buſineſs, and little 


trouble their minds with ſuch thoughts: and, if they 
de bur reſtrained from ſcandalous fins, and can ſay, 


„ atm ne ht 


horemon:ger, nor thiet, nor curſer, nor 
- 


ſwcarer, nr tipler, nor extortioner; Igo to church, 
= WY 


too much contempt of an endlefs glory, and too groſs 
reol: ct of Your immortal Hüls. — Can YOu make fo 
light of heaven and helf? Your corpſes will ſhortly 


Py 


ai le in duſt, and angels or devils will prefentiy 


ſe Z upon your ſouls, nd every man and woman of 


you all will thortly be among other company, and 


in another caſe than now you are; you will dwell 


in tho houſes but a little longer, you will werk in 


your ſhops but a little longer; you will ſit in theſe 
"feats, and dwell on this earth, but a little longer; 
vou Will ſee with thoſe eyes, and hear with thoſe 


Cars, and peak With thaie LON THes, 0UT-. 2 little 

Jopger; Uthe reftr Fron day: aud can vou make 

ſhift 1 forget tles: O wHrat a place will you be 

ſhurtly 14 of joy or toinent! O what a ſight will your 

Mortly fee iu heaven ur helf! O what thoughts wil 
BY a 


14 


» 


— 


they think that this is true 
converſion, end they ſhall be ſaved as well as any. 
Alas, this is fooliſh cheating of yourſeives; this is 


* . - - 
7 
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ſhortly fil your hearts with unſpe eakable delight or 


horror! What work will vou be en in; to 
praiſe the Lord with ſaints and angels, or to cry ut 
in fire unquenchabſle with devils! And ſhonld all this 
be forgotten? And ail this will be endleſs, and ſcaled 


up by an unchangeable decree; EIENMNIT X, 
ETERNITY, will be the nicaſtre of your joys or 

_ ſorrows : And can this be forgotten? And all this is 
true, moſt certainly true. When you have gone 
up and down a little longer, and flept and awaked a 
few times more, you will be dead and gore, and 


find all true that | now te!l yon. And yet can you _ 
now ſo much forget it? You ſhall then remember 


that you hears this ſermon, and that this day, trom 
this place, you were reminded of theſe things; and 


perceive them matters a thouſand times greater than 


either yon or I could have conceived ; and yer ſhall 
they now be ſo much forgotten? | 


Beloved friends, if the Lord had not 1 
me to believe aud lay to heart theſe things myſelf, 


1 ſhould have remained in the dark and ſelfiſn ſtate, 
and have periſhed for ever: bur, if he have truly 
made me ſenſible of them, it will conttrain me to 
compaſſionate you as well as myielf, It your eyes were 
ſo far open as to fee hell, and you ſaw your neighbours, 


that were unconverted, dragged thitter with Þ: debus 
cries, though they were ſuch as you a:connted honeſt. 
Peopie on earth, and fearcd no ſuch matter by them 


ſelves, ſuch a ſight would make you go home and 
think of it; and think again, and make you warn al! 


about you as that damned worldling in Lutte xvi. 28. 


world have had his bre hren warned, left they come 
to that place of tormen:. Why, faith is a kind of 


ſight; it is the eye of the ſoul, the evidence. of 


things not ſeeu, If I believe God, it is next to 
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| ſeeing ; : and ther efore I beſeech you excuſs.n me, if I 
be halt as earneſt with yon about th-ſe matters as if 
IJ had feen them. If I miſt die to-morrow, and it 
were in my power to come again from another world, 
aud tell you what | had fen, would you not be 

willing to hear me? and would you not believe and 

regard what 1 ſhould tell you? It I might. preach 
one ſermon to yon after I am dead, and. have ſeen 


What is done in the world to come, would you not 


bave me plainly ſpeak be truth and would you not 
crowd to hear me? and would you not lay it to 
beurt? But this muſt not be; God hath his appointed 
way of teaching you by ſcripture and miniſters, and 
he wil! not humour ui believers fo far as to ſend men 
from the dead to them, and to alter his eſtabliſhed 
way. It any man quarrel with the fun, God will 
not humour him ſo far as to ſet him up a clearer light. 
Friends, l beſeech you, regard me now as you would 
do if 1 fhovid ceme from the dead to you; for, 1 
can give you as full aſſurance of the truth of what I 
ſoy to yen as if | had been there and {een it with my 
eyes: For, s it is poſſible for one from the dead to de- 
| coive vou: but Feſt Chriſt can never deceive you. — 
The word of God, delivered in fcripture, and ſealed 
by the miracles and holy workings of the Spirit, can 
never deceive yon. Believe this, or believe nothing. 
Believe aud ob 'y this, or vou are undone. Now, 
as ever you believe the word of God, and as ever you 
care for the ſalvation of your ſouls, let me beg of 
you this reuſonable requeſt; and | beſecch yon deny 
me not: that yon would, without any more delay, 
when you are gone from hence, remember What you 
heard, and enter into ay ea neſt ſearch of your hearts, 
and fay to yourſelves, © Is it ſo indeed? Muſt 1 
turn or die? Muſt I be conv erted or condemned 
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It is time for me then to look about We. before it 
be tob late 0 why did not 1 look after this tall 
now? Why did 1 venturouſly bolt off ſo great a bu— 
ſinels? Was I awake cr in my wits? O vleffei God, 
vhat a mercy is it tha thou didit not cht off my 


life all this while, before I had any certain hype. of 


eternal life l- Well, God forbid tha! I ſhuvic avg lr Ht 
this work any longer. What ſtate is my forl it ? 
Am L converted, ur am [| not? Was ever ſuch a 


change or work done upon my fout? Have 1 bee 
illuminated by the word and (pirit of the Lord, to 


ſee the odiouſneſs ol ſin, tie peed of à Saviour, the 


love of Chriſt, aud the exceileucies ot God and 


vlory ? Is my heart broken or humbled within me 
jor my former lite? Have I thankiully entertained 


my Saviour and Lord, that offered hiunie!'t with par- 


don and life to my ſoul ? Do I bare my tormer fin- 


ful lite, and the remnant of evety fin that is in me? 


Dol fly from them as my deadly enemies? Do L give 
up myſelf to a lite of holineſs and obedience to God? 
Do | love and delight in it? Can truly my char [ 
am dead to the world and carnal ſelf, and that live 
for God, and the glory which he hab ona > 


Hath heaven more of my eſtimation and refulacion 


than earth? and is G d the deareit and highe!t in my 
ſonk? Ouce, I am ſure, I lived princ pay to the | 


world and. fiefh, and God Lad nothing but ſome 
heartleis {ervices Which the” worid could fpare, aud 
which were the leavings f the ft-( 1 mz hea: Tt 
now turned auother way? Have 1 a new dell 29. 
and a rew erd, and d new train of holy afections? 


Have I fet my hopes and heart in heaven? And is :t 
na the ſcope, and deſiga, and bent of my heart 
and lite, to get well to heaven, and fre the g! orians 
ace of Cod, and live in his everclattin; 


— 
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And, when I fin, is it againſt the habitual bent and 
deſign of my heart? And do! conquer all groſo ſins, 


and am 1 weary and willing to be rid of mine infir- 


wities? This is the ſtate of a converted ſoul, and 
thus it maſt be with me, or I mult periſh. Is it 
tus indeed with me, or is it not? It is time to get 


this Coubt refolved, before the dreadful judge re- 


ſolve it. I am not ſuch a ſtranger to my own heart 


and life, bat I may ſomewhat perceive whether Iam _ 
thus converted or not: if 1 be not, it will do me no 


good o flatter my fon] with falſe conceits and hopes. 
I] am refolved no mote to deceive myſelf, but to en- 
deavour to know truly, off or on, w hether 1 be con- 
verted, yea or no: that, if I be, I may rejoice in it; 
and glorify my gracious Lord, aud comfortably go 


on t14] | reach the crown: And it Jam not, I may 


ſet myſelf to beg, and ſeek aſter the grace that ſhould 


convert me, and may turn without any more de- 
lay :— For, it | find in time that I am out of the 


way, by the help of Chriſt I may turn and be reco- 
vered; but, if I ſtay till either my heart be forſaken 


of God , in blindneſs and hardneſs, or till | be caught 


away by death, it is then too late. There is no 
Nace for r-pentance and converſion then: : 1 know 
| muſt 15 HOW Or nevir.” 

FJairs, this is iay requeſt to you, that you will but 
as your hearts to taik, and thus examine them, till 


youſe-, if it may be, whether you are converted or 


not und, it you cannot find it out by your own en- 


drav' rs, go to your minitters, if they be faithful 
and trjienced men, and defire their aſliſtance. The 


ma "+, great, let not paſhfulneſs nor careleſsneſs 
| hincer 3 56. 


They are ſet over you to adviſe you, 
For the b1ng 0 f your fouls, as phy ſicr1ans adviſe you 
for tho wing. of Foe bodies. It yndoes many 


— 
— — 
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tliouſands, that they think they are in the way of 
ſalvation when they are not; and thi taking that they 

are converted, when it is no ſuch thing. And then, 
when we call to them to turn, they go away as they 
came, and think that this concerns not them; for 
th e) are turne d already, an d hope that they ſhall do 


5 we I enough in the Wan t: Nat they are in; al lealt it 


| 1 hey do but pick the fairett path, and avoid ſome of 
the fouleſt + ps; when, alas! all this while they live 
bur to the world and fletn, and are ſtrangers to Cod 


and eternal lite 4 and are quite out of the Way to heœa- 
ven. And all this is much, becauſe we cannot per- 
ſuade them to a few ſerious thoughts of theic condi- 


tion, and | ſpen da few hours in the examining of their 


ſtates. Is there not many a ſelt-deceiving wretch that 


bears me this day, that never bettowed one hour in 
all their lives to examine their fouls, and try whether 
they are truly converted or not? O merciful God, 
that will care for ſuch wretches as care no more for 


themſelves, and that will do fo much to ſave them 
from hell, and help them to heaven, who will do ſo 


little for it themſelves! If all that are in the way to 
bell did but know eit, they durſt not continue in it. 


The greateſt en m the devil hath of bringing you 
29:1 damnation. with, Ut a reſcue, 15 hy kecping YO. 
blind-fold and Two rant of your ſtate, and mikig 

you believe that you may do well enough inthe ay 
that you are in. If you knew that you are out: 2C:e 
way to heaven, and were loſt for ever it you ſpuld 


die as you are; durſt you f 25 another night | the 


{tate chat yul dle in! f du 110 FIR I1v another 4 in 


it? Could vou heartily laugh or be merry uct HA 
Kate? What! and not know. hat YOu may 65 .13tched 
away to hell in an hour! Sure tit would con/s13-you 
£0 torlike your former company and cours and to 
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betake yo urſelves to the ways of holineſs, and the 
communion of ſaints: Sure it would drive you to 


cry to God for a new heart, and to-ſeek help of thoſe 
that are fit to counſel you. There is none of you 
ſure that cares not for being damned. Well then, I 
beſeech you, preſently make inquiry into ycur hearts 5 
and give thera no reſt till you find out your condition; 
that, if it be good, you may rejoice in it, and 90 
on; and, if it de bad, you may preſently look about 
you for recovery, as men that believe th ey muſt turn 


or die. What ſay you, Sirs? Will you reſolve, and 
pre miſe, and be at thus much Jabour for vour own _ 


fouls ? Will you fall upon this ſelf- examination when 
you get home? Is my requeſt unreaſonable? Your 


. conſciences know it is not.—Refolve on it, then, be- 


fore you ſtir, knowing how much it conce wmicth your 
ſouls. I beſcech you, for the fake of that God that 


doth command you, at whoſe bar you will ſhortly all - 


appear, that you will not deay me this reaſonable re- 


queſt ; tor the ſake of thoſe {ſouls that muſt turn or 


die, I beſeech youu deny me not; even but to make it 
your buſineſs to underſtand your own conditions, 


and build upon ſure ground, and know, off or on, 


whether you are converted or not, and venture not 
pour ſouls on negligent ſecurity, 


— ——. — R | — — 
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Cay unto them, 4. T live, faith the Lord God, 7 have 


no pleaſure in rhe death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, 
turn ye, om pour evil wayy; for,* why will lots 


0 houſe of Iſrael? 


: A deſcription of thoſe who are in a con- 


verted ſtate has already been given you; the 
change which converſion makes in the ſoul has alſo 
been deſcribed ; and the requeſt is moſt earneſtly re- 
peated to you, impartially and thoroughly to con- 


: ſider your condition: Reſt not ſatisfied, „ ti l vou 


know whether you are indeed converted. 
But perhaps you will ſay, what if we Would find 


_ ourſelves yet unconverted, what ſhall we do then ?— 


this queſtion leadeth me to my ſecond doctrine, 


. which will do much to the anſwering of 1 it. to * hich 
I ſt. all now proceed. 


Doct. 2. It i the promi, * of God, that the wicked 


ſhall liz E, if they will turns unfeigned:y ani 159 1 | 
: roughly turn, 


The Lord here orofeſſcrh that this it is that 5 | 


takes pleaſure in, that the wicked turn and live. 
Heaven is made as ſure to the converted, as hell 1s to 
the unconverted. "Turn and live is as certain a truth 
as turn or die. God was not bound to provide us a 


Saviour, nor open to us a door of hope, nor call us 


to repent and turn when ouce we had caſt vurfel-es 
| away ' by id, but he hath treely done it to maguity 
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his mercy. Sinners, there are none of you ſhall have 
cauſe to go home and ſay I preach deſpair to you. 


Do we uſe to ſhut up the door of mercy againſt you ?. 


O that you would not ſhut it up againſt yourſelves! 
Do we uſe to tell you, that God well have no mere 

on you, though you turn and be ſanctified? When 
did you ever hear a preacher ſay ſuch a word? You, 


that bark at preachers of the golpel, for deſiring to 


keep you out of hell, and ſay that they preach de- 


ſpair, tell me, if you can, when did you ever hear 


any ſober man ſay, that there is no hope for you tho? 


you repent and be converted? No, it is the contrary 
that we proclaim from the Lord; and, whoever is 


born ayain, and by taith and repentance doth become 
a new creature, ſhall certainly be ſaved : And fo far 


ag are we from perſuading vou to defpair of this, that 


ue periuade you not to make any doubt or it. It is 


life, and not death, that is the firit part of our meſ- 


ſage to you, our commiſſion is to offer ſalvation, cer- 
tain ſalvation; a ſpeedy, glonous, everlaſting ſalva- 


tion, to every one of you; to the pooreſt beggar as 


well as to the greatett Lord; to the worlt of you, 
even drunkards, ſwearers, worldlings, thieves, yea to 


the deſpiſers and reproachers of the holy way of ſal- 


vation. We are commanded by the Lord our maſ- 


ter to offer you a pardon for all that is paſt, if you 


will but now at laſt return and live: We are com- 
manded to beſeech and intreat you, to accept the 
offer and return; to tell you what preparations are 


made by Chriſt, what mercy ſtays for yon, what pa- 


tience waiteth on you, what thoughts of kindneſs 
God hath towards you, and how happy, how cer- 


tainly and unſpeakably happy, you may be, if you 


will. —We have indeed alſo a meſſage of wrath and 


death, yea, of a two-told wrath and death; but nei- 
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ther of them is our principal meſſage ; we muſt tell 


vou of the wrath that is on you already, and the death 


that you are born under, for the breach of the law of 
works; but this is but to ſhew you the need ot mercy, 
and provoke you to eſteem the grace of the Redeem- 
er. And we tell you nothing but the truth, which 

you muſt know: For, who will ſeek out for phy ſie, 


that knows not that he is ſick ? Our telling you of 


your miſery is not it that makes you miſerable, but 


driveth you out to ſeek for mercy. It is you that 


have brougb at this death upon yourſelves. We tell 
vou alſo of another death; even temedileſs and much 
greater torment, that will tall on thoſe that will not 
be converted. But, as this is true, and muſt be told 
you, ſo it is but the laſt and ſaddeit part of our meſ- 


ſage. We are firſt to offer you mercy if you will 


turn; and it is only thoſe that will not turn, nor hear 
the voice of mercy, that we muit foretel damnation 
to. Will you but call away your tranſgreſſions, de- 


lay no longer, but come away at the call of Chriſt, 


and be converted, and become new creatures, and we 


have not a word of damning wrath or death to ſpeak . 
againſt you.— I do here, in the name of the Lord of 


life, proclaim to you, all that hear me this day, to the 
greatuſt, the oldeſt ſinner, that you may have mercy 
and ſalvation if you u ill but turn. There is mercy 
in God, there 1s ſufficiency in the ſatisfaction of 
_ Chriſt, the promiſe | is tree, and full, and univerſal; 


you may have life, if you will but turn. But chew, 


as you ve your ſouls, remember what turning it is 
the ſcripture ſp: aks of. It 1- not to mend the old 


houſe, but to pull down all, and build a-new on 


Chriſt, the rock and ſure foundation. It is not to 
mend ſomewhat in a carnal courſe of life, but to 
| wort, the fleſh, and live after the #pirit, It is nct 


ad. ad. of Je ane Bs 
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to ſerve the fleſh and the world in a more reformed 
way, without any ſcandalous difgracetul fins, and 
with a certain kind. of teligioufnefs; but it 1s to 
change \ your maſter, and ycur works, and end, and 


ſet your face the contraty way, and do all tor the life 
that you never ſaw, and dedicate yourſelves and all 


you have to God. I his is the change that muſt be 
made, 1t you will live. 


Yo: rſelves are witneſſes now, that it is ſalvation, 
and not damnation, that 1s the great doctrine I 
preach to you, and the firſt part of my meſſage to 


you. Accept of this, and we ſhall 90 NO tarther 


with you; for we would not ſo much as af! right or 
trouble you with the name of damnation without 


neceſſity. N 
But if you will not be ſaved, there is no remed Y, 


but damnation muſt take place; for there is no mid- 
dle place between the two, you muſt have either life 


or death. 


And we are not only to offer” you life, but to ſhew | 


you the grounds on v hich we do it; and call you to 
believe that God doth mean indecd as he peaks: 
that the promiſe 1 is true, and extendeth condition ally 


to you, as well as others: and that heaven is no! ancy, 
but a true felicity. 


If you aſk, where is your commltion for this * ? 
Among a hundred texts of . I will ſhew it to 


you in theſe few. 


Firſt, you l-e it here in my text, an id the fo! lowing 


verſes, and the 18th ot Ezekiel, as plain ad Can be = oe 


ſpoken. * And, in 2 Cor. v. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. you 
have the very fo of our commiſſion, any man 
be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; old thin: gs Are 


paſſed away, behold, all things are become xt N And 


all things are of God, who ha: ly reconciled us unto. 
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himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to vs the 
miniſtry of reconciliation; to wit, that G4 was in 
Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, not in- 
puting their treſpaſſes to them; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation : n then we are 
ambaſladors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech 
you by us, we pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye recon- 
ciled unto God; for, he hath made him to be fin for 
us, who knew no fin, that we might be made the 
| righteouſneſs of God in him.” So Mark xvi. 15, 16. 
Go ye unto all the world, and preach the goſpel 

to every creature. He that believeth, (that is wi 
ſuch a converting faith as is expreſſed) and is hap- 
tized, ſhall be ſaved: and he that believeth not ſhall 
be damned.” And Luke xxiv. 46, 47. Thus it 
behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead 
the third day, and that repentance, (which is conver- 


th 


ſion) and remiſſion of fins ſhould be preached i in his 5 


name among all nations.” And At v. 30, 31. 
«« The God of our fathers raiſed up Jeſus, whom ye 
flew and hanged on a tree: him hath God exalted - 
with his right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give repentance to Iſtael, and forgiveneſs of fins.” 
And Mt, xiii. 38, 39. Be it known unto you, 
therefore, men and brethren, that through this name 
= preached unto you the forgiveneſs of fins; and, by 
him, all that believe are juſtified from all things, 
from which you could not be juſtified by the law of 
Moſes.” And, leſt you think this offer 1s NOR 
to the Jews, fee Gul. vi. 16. For in Chritt Jeſus 
neither circumcif in availeth any thing, nor e 
cumciſion, but a new creature.” And Luke xiv. 17. 
« Come, tor all Inge are now os and ver. 
23, 24+ 
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You fee by this time that we are commanded to 
offer life to you all, and to tell you, from God, that, 
if you will turn, you may live.“ 

Here you may ſafely truſt your fouls, for the love 
of God is the fountain ot thi is cher, Julin 111. 16. 
and the blood of the Son oi God hath purchated it: 

The faithfulneſs and truth of God are engaged to 
make the promiſe good; miracles have ſealed up the 
truth of it; preachers are {cent through the world to 
roclatm it; the ſactaments are toad and uſed 
- - for the ſole mn delivery of the mercy offered to them 
that will accepr it; and the ſpitit duth e pen the heart 
to en! tertain N and 15 ckelt the carneſt of the all 
policſh n: So that the truth of it is paſt controverſy, 
that the worſt of- you ail, and every one of you, at 
you will but be converted, may be ſaved. 

Indeed, it you will needs believe that you mall be 
ſaved with 5 converſion, then you. believe a falſe. 


hood; and, if I ſhould preach that to you, I ſhould. 


preach a its: : This were not to beheve God; but the 
devil and your own deceittul hearts. God hath his 
promiſe of life, and the devil hath his prom3te of 
hte : God's promie is, ** return and live:“ Ihe 
devil's prone 1s, * you thall live, whether you turn 
or not.“ J he word of God is, as | have n cwn you, 
«© Except ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
dren, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven,” 
Matt. xviii. 3. Except a man be toin ag gain, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of Go d, Je W 111. 
3 Fo e VV ithout hol. eis n none ſhall fee God, ". Heb. 
X11, 14.— The devil's word is, “ you. may be ſaved 
without bei: ng born again and converted: you may 
do well ene ugh without being holy; God doth but 
frighten you; he is more mercitul than to do as he 
ſaich; he will be better to you than bis word. 


66 A Call to the Unconverted, [Ser. 2. 


And, alas! the greateſt part of the world believes this 


word of the devil before. the word of God: juſt as 


our fin and miſery came into the world. God faith 
to our firſt parents, “if ye eat ye ſhall die:“ And 
the devil contradicted him and faid, e hill not 
die:“ And the woman believed the devil before Gd. 
So now the Lord faith, “turn or die:“ And the devit 
ſaith, « You ſhall not die, it you do but cry, God 
have mercy, at laſt, and give over the acts of fins 
when you can practiſe it no longer. And this is 


the word that the world believes. Oh keinous wick- 
| ednels, to believe the devil before God ! | | 
And yet that is not the worlt ; but blaſphemouſly 

they call this a believing and truſting God, when they 


put him in the ſhape of Satan, who was a liar from 


the beginning. And, when they beliere that the 


_ word of God is a lie, they call this a truſting God, 
and ſay they believe in him, and truſt on him for fal- |} 
vation, Where did ever God ſay, that the unrege- 


nerate, unconverted, unfancified, ſhall be ſaved ? 


Shew ſuch a word in Scripture, I challenge you, if 


you can. Why this is the devil's word, and to be- 
lieve it is to believe the devil, and the fin that is com- 
monly called preſumption. And do you call this a 


believing and truſting God? "There is every thing in 
the word of God to comfort and ſtren then the 


hearts of the ſanctiſied: but not a word to ſtrengthen 
the hands of wickedneſs, nor to give men the leaſt 


| hope of being ſaved, though they be never ſancti- 


a. | 


But, if you will turn, and come into the way of 


mercy, the mercy of the Lord is ready to entertain 


you. Then truſt God for ſalvation boldly ; for, he 


is engaged by his word to ſave you. tle will be a 
father to none but his children, and he will ſave 


D 
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none but thoſe that forſake the pf 5rld, the devil, and 


the fle ih, and come ito his fain nls to be memiiers of 


his Son, and have communion wit his tamts. But, 
if they will not Cc "me in, it 1s Long ot the: nſelves. 
His dyors are open, he keeps none back. He never 
ſen! ſuch a mofl lage as this to anv f you + t was 
now too late; T will not receive thee » thoug , th: u be 
converted.” He might have done fo, and * Date You 
no wrong: Bit he did n-t ; he doth not to this d: 

He is ſtill ready to teceive yOu 1, it you were but te. Us 
unfeignedly, and with all your hearts, te Ten. And 


the tulneſs ot this truth will vet more apbeir in the 


two followin g doctrines, which I mali therefore next 
proceed to, b before I make any tarther application of 
this. 


Dot. 3 God fte l ot; A114 18 gary Con ein | 


and ſalvatiun, hut not in their dat dammation: 


He had ratlier r they 1 700 culd Pt and lin, than go on 


25 22 e. 


I ſhall fir {t teach vou how to un- Jerf and this, aad 


then clear up the truth of it to vou. 35 
And , for the irft, vou muſt oblerve thoſe folows- 
ing ll:3N%5Ss | 
1. A imple wilkngneſs, .or.. complacency, is the 
firſt act of the will, A. ing the ROE appichenſion 
of the underſtanding, before it proceedeth to chm- 


pare things tog cethie r. But the c „ohn; act ot the 


will is 2 follow: ig act, and fuppoſeth the comp! mag 


ractical act Of the 1 F 1.8 1 Andet 1 YO 


— 


acts may oft n be carried to conttraty 805 e | 


any fault at all in the perſon, 


2. Ag unſeig ied willingrets may have divers de- 
grees. Same Tings 1 am bo tac willi ing of 2s that. J 
will do all that heth in my pose t accompliſh 


J 


them: and ſo ne thinzs I am truly willing anoner 
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ſhould do, when yet I will not do all that ever I am 


able to procure them, having many reaſons to diſ- 
ſuade me therefrom, — yet | will ao all that be- 


longs me to do. 
3. The will of a ruler, as ſuck,” is e in 
making and exccuting laws; but the Will of a man, 


in his ſimple natural capacity, or as abſolute Lord of ö 
his own, is manifeſted in defiring. or reſolving of 


EVENTS, 


4. A ruler's will; as lawgiv er, 1s firſt and cp 


ly that his laws be obeyed, and not at all that the 


penalty be executed en any, but only on ſuppoſition 
that they will not obey his laws. But a ruler's will, 
as judge, tup poſerh the law already either kept or 


broken; and therefore he relolveth on rewards or pu- 


niſhments accordingh. 


Having given up theſe neceſſary aiftindfions, + 
all next apply them to the caſe in hand in theſe tol- 


Hwing propo fitions. 


1. It is in the olaſs of the w ad and creatures that. 


in this life we muſt know God; and fo, according to 


the natute of man, we aſctibe to him underſtanding | 


and will, removin 2 all the imperfections that we can, 


becauſe we are capable Ot no ha, vher 9 conce p- | 


| tions of him. 


2. And, on the ſame 1 we do (with the 


ſcripture) diſtinguiſh between the acts of God's will, 
as di verhfieg from the reſpects or the ob cs though 
as to Gud's efſence they are all ore. 


* 


Chriſt, e have the more ground tor ut from! his hu- 
man nature. | 


4. And thus we ſay : that the bye complaceney, 


Witl, or love ©{ Ged, is to all that is naturally or 
morally good according to the nature and degteg of 


Md nr 


And the bolder, becauſe that, when we fp eak X 
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its goodneſs. And ſo he hath pleaſure in the con- 
verſion and ſalvation of all, RICK. yet will never 
come to pals. 

And God, as ruler and Jaw-piy cr of the w 401 
ha 2th 4 tar a pactical will for their ſalvation as to 
make them a free deed of gift of Chriſt and life, and 
an act of oblivion tor all their an, if ſo be they wil 
not unt! Bar full) reject it, and to comman t his meſ⸗ 
ſengers to offer this gift to all the world, and per- 
ſuade . chen to accept it. And fo he doth all that, as 


a lawgiver or prowiſer. be longs to him to do lor 


"_ Fly ation, 


But yet he reſo] weil as la vgiver, that they that 
1 not turn {tall die: And, as ju Ser when their 


day of grace is paſt, he will execute hat decree. 


7. So, that he thus unfeignedh. willeth the con- 
8 verſion ot thoſe that never will de converted; hut 


not as abſolute Lord, with the fulleſt efficacious reſo- 
| lution, nor as a thing which he reſolveth ſhall un- 
doubtedly come to paſs, or would engage all his 
power to accompliſh. It js in the power of a prince 
to ſet a guard upon a murderer, to fee that he hall 
not murder and be hanged : But, if upon good rea- 
ſon he forbear this, and do but ſend to his ſubjects, 
and warn and intreat them not to be: N ee by 
hope he may welb ſay, that he would not have th 

murder and be hanged : He takes no pleaſure in it, 
but rather that they forbear and live : And, if he do 
more for ſome, upon ſome ſp: cial reaſon, ke is not 
bound to do fo | by all, The king may well fay to all 


the murderers and felons in the land, «I have no 


pleaſure in your death, but rather that vou would 
. obey my laws and live: But, if you will not, I have 
refolved tor all this, that you ſhall die.“ — Ihe judge 
may truly ſay to the thief ot murdeter, © Alas, man, 


CRIES 


1% 0 


1 have no delight in thy death: 1 had rather thou 
hadſt kept the law, and ſaved thy life: but ſceing thou 
haſt not, I muſt Seen thee, or elſe I ſhould be un- 
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juſt.“ So, though God have no pleaſure in your 


_ damnation, and therefore calls upon you to return 
and live; yet he hath pleaſure in the demonſtration of 


his own juſtice, and the execu:iing his laws; and 


therefore he has tor all this fully reſolved, that, if 
you will not be converted, you ſhall be condemned. 


If God were ſo much againſt the death of the wicked 
as that he were ieee to do all that he can to hinder 
it, then no man ſhould be condemaed; whereas 


Chriſt telleth you that few will be ſaved. But fo far 
God 1s againſt your damnation as that he will teach 
you and warn you, and ſet before you life and death, 
and offer you your choice, and command his mini- 


ſters to intreat you not to damn yourſelves, but accept + 


his mercy, and ſo to leave you without excuſe, But, 
if this will not do, and it ſtill you be unconverted, 

he profeſſeth to you, he is refolved on your damna- 
tion, and hath commanded us to fay to you 1n his 


name, ver 18. O wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely | 


die!“ And Chrift hath little lefs than {worn it over 
and over, with a“ Verily, verily, except you be con- 


verted, and born again, ye cannot enter into the 


kingdom of heaven,” Malt. xviil. 3. Jolin iii. 3. 
Mark that he ſaith, you cannot. It is in vain to 
hope for it, and in vain to dream that God is willing 
of it, for it is a thing that cannot be, 
In a word, you ſee then the meaning of the text, 


that Gd, the great law giver of the world, doth 


take n pleaſure i in the death of the wicked, but ra- 


ther that they turn and live; though yet he be re- 


ſolved that none ſhall live but thoſe that turn, and, 
as a judge, even delighteth in juſtice, and manifeſt- 


5 — 9 * . 
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ing his hatred of ſin, though not in their miſery, 


which they have brought upon. themſelves, in itſelf 
1 TY | 
And, for the proofs of this point, I ſhall be 


8 brief in them, becauſe I ſuppoſe you eaſily be- 
lieve it already. 


1. The very gracious nature of God, orochimed, 


_ Exod. xxx1v. 6, and xx. 6. and trequently elſewhere, 
may aſſure you of Wiz that he hath no e in 
your death. 


2. If God had more ple eaſure in thy death 1 in 


thy converſion and life, he would not have ſo fre- 


quently commanded thee in is word to turn; he 
would not have made thee fuch promiſes of life, if 
thou wilt but turn; he would not have perſuaded 


thee to it by ſo many reaſons. The tenor of his goſ- 
pel proveth the point. | 
3. And his commiſſion, that he had given to > ths- 
- miniſters of his goſpel, doth fully prove it. If God 


had taken note pl: aſure in thy damnation than in 
thy converſion and ſalvation, he would never have 


charged us to offer vou mercy, and to teach you' the 
way of lite, both publicly an! 1 and to in- 
treat and beſcech vou to turn and hve 


to acquaint 
you with your fins, and foretel vou of your danger, 
and to do all that poſſibly we can tor your conver- 


ſion, and to continue patiently ſo doing, though you 
ſhould hate or abuſe us for our p11ns. Wau! d God 


bave done this, and appointed his ordinances for 


FO g 0G, it he had taken pleaſure in your death? 


. It is proved alſo by the courſe of his provi- 


| PRC It God: had rather vou were damned than 
converted and faved, he would not ſecord his word 


with his works, and entice you by his daily kindnefs 


te himſell, and gire you all the mercies ol this life, 
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which are his means to lead you to repentance, Rem. 
ii. 4. and bring you ſo often under his rod to force 
you into your ts. He u ould not ſet ſo many ex- 
amples betore your eyes, no, nor wait on you ſo 
patiemly as he doth, from day to day, and year to 
year. Theſe are no ſigns of one that taketh pleaſure 
in your death.— If this had been his delight, how ea- 
ſily could he have had thee long ago in hell ? How 
often before this could he have caught thee away in 
the midſt of thy fins, with a curſe, or oath, or lie in 
thy mouth, in thy ignoratice, and price, aud ſenſnal- 
ity? When thou waſt laſt in thy drunkenneſ, or laſt _ 
deriding the ways of Cod, how ealily could te have 
ſtopped thy breath, aud ramed thee with his . 
and made thee ſober in another world? Alas! 
how ſmall! a matter is it for the Almighty to rule 
the tongue of the prophaneit railer, and tie the 
hands of the moſt malicious perſecutor, or c.4m the 
fury of the bitteteſt of his enemies, and make them 
know that they are but worms? If he ſhould frown 
upon thee, thou wouldſt drop into thy grave. If 
he gave conmihon to one of his angels to go and 
deſtroy ten thouſend fitiners, how. quickly wenld it 
be done. How eaſily cur he lay thee upon the bed 
of lavguiſhing, and make thee lie roaring there in 
pain, I make thee eat the words of reproach 
which thou haſt fruken againſt his ſervants, bis 
word, his worf:ip, and his holy ways, and wake 
thee ſend to beg their prayers whom thou didſt de- 
ſpiſe in thy preſumption ! ! How eaſily can he lay 
tby fleſh under gripes and groans, and make it too 
weak to hold thy ſoul, and make it more loathſome 
than the dung of the earth !=Thar fleſh which now 
muſt have what it loves, and muſt not be diſpleaſed | 
though Ged be by Rn and mult be Lumovred in 
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meat, drinks, and clothes, whatever God ſays to the 
contrary, how quickly would the frowns of God 
conſume it ?—VW hen thou waſt paſſionately defend- 
ing thy fin, and quarrelling with them that would _ 
| have drawn thee from it, and ſhewing thy ſpleen 
_ againſt the reprover, and pleading for the works of 
_ darkneſs; how eafily could God have ſnatched thee 
away in a moment, and ſet thee before his dreadful _ 
 Majelty, where thou (houldett ſee ten thouſand times 

ten thouſand of glorious angels waiting on his 

_ throne? and have called thee there to plead thy 

| cauſe, and aſked thee, What haſt thou now to ſay + 

_ againſt thy Creator, his truth, his ſervants, or his 
holy ways? Now plead thy cauſe, and make the belt 
of it thou canſt. Now what canſt thou ſay in excuſe _ 
for thy ſins? Now give an account of thy worldli- 
neſs and fleſhly life, of thy time, of all the mercies 
thou haſt had! O how thy ſtubborn heart would have 


melted, and thy proud looks be taken down, and thy 


countenance turned pale, and thy tout words changed 
into ſpeechleſs ſilence, or dreadful cries, it God had 
but ſet thee thus at his bar, and pleaded his own 
Cauſe with thee, which thou haſt here fo maliciouſly : 
pleaded againſt! How eafily can he at any ume fay 
to thy guilty foul, £* Come away, and live in that 
feſt no more till the reſurrection,“ and it cannot re- 
ſiſt! A word of his mouth would take off the poiſe of 
thy preſent life, and then all thy parts and powers 
would ſtand ſtill: And, if he ſay unto thee, « Live 
no longer, or live in hell, ” thou couldeſt not diſ- 
„„ 

But God hath yet done none of this, but ink pa- 
tiently forborne thee, and mereiſully u upheld thee, 
and given thee that breath which thou didſt breathe 


out againſt him, a and given thoſe mercies which thou 
. 
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didſ ſacrifice to thy fleſh, and afforded thee that pro- 

viſion, which thou ſpenteſt to ſatisfy thy greedy 
throat; he gave thee every minute of that time which 


thou didft waſte in idleneſs, or drunkenneſs, or 


_ worldlineſs: And doth not all his patience and 
mercy ſhew that he deſired not thy damnation? Can 


= the candle burn without the oil? Can your houſes 


ſtand without the earth to bear them? As well can 
you live one hour without the fupport of God, And 
why did he ſo long ſupport thy life, but to fee when 
thou wouldeſt bethink thee of the folly of thy ways, 


candle to a murderer that is killing his children, or 
to an idle ſervant that plays or fleeps the while? 
| Surely it is to ſee whether thou wilt at laſt return 
and live that God hath ſo long waited on the. 
g. It is farther proved, by the ſufferings of his 
Son, that God taketh no pleaſure in the death of the 
wicked, Would he have ranſomed them from death 
at ſo dear a rate? Would he have aſtoniſhed angels 


_ dwelt in fleſh, and have come in the form of a ſer- 
vant, and have aſſumed humanity into one perſon 
with the Godhead ? And would Chriſt have lived a 
life of ſuffering, and died a curſed death for finners, 
if he had rather taken -pleaſure in their death? Sup- 

poſe you ſaw him but ſo buſy in preaching, and heal- 


long in faſting, as in Matt. iv. or all night in prayer, 
as in Late vi. 12. or praying with the drops of blood 
trickling from him inſtead of ſweat, as Luke xxii. 44. 
Or ſuffering a curſed death upon the croſs, and pour- 
Ing out his ſoul as a ſacrifice for our ſins: Would 
you have thought thele the figns of one that delight- 
eth in the death of the wicked ? 5 = 


and return and live. Will any man purpoſely put | 
arms into his enemy's hands to reſiſt him; or hold a | 


and men by his condeſcenſion? Would God have ' 


ing of them, as you find him in Mar), iii. 21. or ſo 


—— — ͥ́Tajk — yt 
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And think not to extenuate it by ſaying, that it 
_ was only for his elect: For, it was thy fin, and the 
ſin of all the world that lay upon our Redcemer; 


and his ſacrifice and ſatisfaction are ſufficient for all, 
and the fruits of it are offered to one as well as ano- 
ther : but it is true, that it was never the intent of 


his mind to pardon and fave any that would not by 
taith and repentance be converted. If you had ſeen 
and hard him weeping and bemoaning the ſtate of 
diſobedient, impenitent people, Eule xiv. 41, 42. or 
complaining of their ſtubbornneſs, as Matt. xxiii. 
37. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how oft would I _ 
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not!“ Or, if you had ſeen or heard him on the 
_ croſs pra; ing for his perſecutors, ** Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do,“ would you _ 
have ſuſpected that he had delighted in the death of | 
the wicked, even of thoſe that periſh by their wil- 
ful unbelief? When God hath to loved, (not only 
loved but ſo loved) the world, as to give his only-be- 


gotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him, by an 
effectual faith, ſhould not periſh, but bave everlaſting 


life; I think he hath hereby proved, againſt the 
malice of men and devils, that he takes no pleaſure 
in the death of the wicked, but had rather that they 
would turn and live. PE, 


6. Laſtly, if all this will not yet ſatisfy you, take 


Eis own word, that knoweth beſt his own mind, or 
at leaſt believe his oath : But this leadeth ine up to. 
the fourth doctriae. 15 | 


Doct. 4. The Lord hath confirmed to us, by his 


cath, that he hath no pleaſure in the death of the 


wicked, but rather that he turn and live; that he 


may leave man no preteice to queftion the truth 
„ e = 1 "a | EGS | 
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not queſtion his oath. As Chriſt hath ſolemnly pro- 
teſted that the unregenerate and unconverted cannot 


enter into the kingdom of heaven, Matt. xviii. 3. 


Fohn iii. 3. ſo God hath ſworn that his pleaſure 1s 
not in their death, but in their converſion and life. 
And as the Apoſile ſaith, Zeb. vi. 13, 16, 17, 18. 
| Becauſe he can ſwear by no greater than himſelf, be 


faith, «© As I live, &c.” For men verily ſwear _ 
by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is to 
them an end of ſtrife: wherein God, willing more 

abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe the im- 


mutability of his counſel, confirmed it by an oath, 


that by two immutable things, in which it was im- 


© e for God to lie, © we might have a ſtrong con- 
ſolation, who have fled for refuge, to lay hold on the 


hope ſet before us, which we have, as an anchor of 
the ſou], both ſure and ſtedfaſt.” If there be any 
man that cannot reconcile this truth with the doc- 


trine of predeſtination, or the actual damnation of 


the wicked, that is his own ignorance ; he hath no 


preience left to deny or queſtion therefore the truth 
of the point in hand; for this is confirmed by the 


oath of God, and therefore muſt not be diſtorted to 

reduce it to other points; but doubtful points muſt | 

rather be reduced to it, and certain trutks muſt be | 
believed to agree w:th it, though our ſhallow brains 


do hardly diſcern the agreement. 


I do now intreat thee, if thou be an unconverted 
ſinner that heareſt theſe words, that thou wouldeſt 

8 N a little on the forementioned doctrines, and 
bet ink thyſelf awhile, who it is that takes pleaſure 
ia thy fin and damnation! Certainly it is not God: |} 
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If you dare queſtion his word, I hope you dare 
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He hath ſworn, for his part, that he takes no plea- 


ſure in it. And I know it is not the pleaſing of him 


; that you intend in it. You dare not ſay, that you 
drink, and ſwear, and neglect holy duties, od 
quench the motion of the Spirit, to pleaſe God. 


That were as if you ſhould reproach the prince, and 


break his laws, and ſeck his death, and ſay, 225 did 


all this to pleaſe hin. 


Who is it then that takes pleaſure i in your 10 and 
death? Not any that bear the image of God, for 
they nwft be like minded to him. God knows it is 
fmall pleaſure to your faithful teacheis to fee you | 


ſerve your deadly enemy, and madly venture your 
eternal ſtate, and wil{ully run into the flames of hell. 


It is ſmall pleaſure to them to ſee upon your ſouls (in 


the ſad eſſe Gs) ſuch blindneis, and hard-heartedners, 
and carelefsneis, and preſumption ; ſuch wilfulneſs i in 


evil, and ſuch unteachableneſs and ſtiſfneſs age zinſt the 


| ways of life and peace. They know theſe are marks 


of death, «nd of the wrath of God, and they know 


_ from the word of God what is like to be the end of 


them; and therefore it is no more pleaſure to them 
than to a tender pity ſician to fee 5 plague- marks. 
break out upon his patient. Alas! to foreſee vour. 
everlaſting torments, and know not be to prevent 
them! Jo fee how near you are to hell, and we can- 
not make you believe it, and conſider it! o ſee how | 


eaſily, how certainly vou might eſcape, ut we knew 
but how to make you willing! How fair you are for 
everlaſting ſalvation, it you would bur turn and do 
your beſt, and make it the care and buſineſs o! your 
lires! but you will not do it. It our lives lay onät, 
we cannot perſuade you to it: We fiudy day and 


night lat to lay to you, that may convince you and _ 
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perſuade you, and yet it is undone: We lay before 


you the werd of God, and ſhew you the very chapter 


and verſe where it is written, that you cannot be 


ſaved except you be converted, and yet we leave the 


moſt of you as we find you We hope you will be- 


| Heve the word of God, though you believe not us, 
and that you will regard it when we ſhew you the 
plain ſcripture for it: but we hope in vain, and 


labour in vain, as to any ſaving change upon your 
hearts. And do you think that this is a pleaſant 


thing to us? Many a time in ſecret prayer we are 


fain to complain to God with ſad hearts. * Alas! 
Lord, we have ſpoken to them in thy name, but they 
little regard us: We have told them what thou bidſt 


us tell them concerning the danger of an unconverted 
ſtate, but they do not. believe us ; we have told them 
that thou haſt protefted that!“ there is no peace to the 


wicked, J/aiob xIviii. 22. and lvii. 21. but the 


_ worlt of them all will ſcarce believe that they are 
wicked; we have ſhewn them thy word, where thou 
haſt ſaid, «© That if they live after the Geſh they ſhall _ 
die;“ Rom. vill. 13. but they ſay, “ They will be- 
Heve in thee, when they will not believe thee ; that 
they will truſt in thee, when they give no credit to 
| thy w ord ; and when they have hope that the threat- 


nings of thy words are falſe, they will yet call this a 
hoping in God; and though we ſhew them where 
thou haſt taid, that when a wicked man dieth all his 


| hoprs periſh, yet cannot ue perſuade them from 
their deccitful hopes,” Prov. Xi. 7. We tell them 
_ what a baſe unprofitable thing fin is; but they love 
it, and therefure wil! not leave it. We tell them 
bow dear they buy this pleaſure, and that they muſt 
pay for it in everl: ting torment; and they bleſs 


themſelves, and will not believe it; but will do 2 


the moſt do: and, becauſe God is merciful, they 
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will not believe him, but will venture their ſouls, 


come of it what will. We tell them how ready the 


Lord is to receive them; and this doth but make 


them delay their reper tance and be bolder in their 
ſin. Some of them ſay they purpoſe to r-pent, but 
they are ſtill the ſame; and ſome ſay they do repent 


already, while yet they are not converted from their 


fins. We exhort them, we intreat them, we offer 
them our help, but we cannot. prevail with them; 
but they that were drunkards are drunkards ſil; and 
they that were voluptuc us fleſt-pleafing wretches are 
ſuch ſtill; and they that were worldli:gs are world- 
lings ſtill; and they that were ignorant, and proud, 


and ſelt-conceited, are fo ſtill.— Few of them will 


ſee and cunteſs their fin, and fewer will forſake it, 
but comfort themſelves that all men are ſinners; as if 
there were no difference between a converted finner 
and an unconverted. Some of them will not come 
near us when we are willing to inſtruct them, but 
think they have enough already, and need not our 
inſtruction; and ſome of them will give us the hear- 
ing, and do what they liſt ; and moſt of them are like 


dead men that cannot feel; ſo that, when we tell 


them-of the matters of everlaſting conſequence, we 


cannot get a word of it to their hearts. It we do not 
obey them, and humour them in baptizing the chil- 
"dren of the moſt obſtinately wicked, and giving them 
tlie Lord's Supper, and doing all that they would 


have us, though never ſo much agaiuft the word of 
God, they will hate us, and rail at us; but, if we 


beſeech them but to confeſs and forfake their fins, 
and fave their ſouls, they will not do it.— We tell. 
them, it they will but turn, we will deny them none 
of the ordinances of God, neither baptiſm 10 their 
children, nor the Lord's Supper to themſelves; but 
they will not hear us. They would have us to dif- 
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obey God, and damn our own ſouls to pleaſe them, 
and yet they will not turn and ſave their own ſouls to 


pleaſe God.— I hey are wiſer in their own eyes than 
all the teachers; they rage and are confident in their 


own way, and, if we would never ſo fain, we cannot 
change th, Lord, this is the caſe of our miſerable 


| neighbours, and we cannot help it; we ſee them 


ready to drop into hell, and we cannot help it; we 


know if they would unfeignedly turn they migh t be 


ſaved, but we cannot perſuade them; if we would 


beg it of them on our knees, we cannot perſuade 


= — to it; if we would beg it of them with tears, 


vue cannot perſuade them ; and what more can we 
do!“ 


Theſe are the ſecret complaints and moans Sie 
many a poor miniſter is fain to make. And do u 
think that he hath any pleaſure in this ? Is it a plea- 
ſure to him to ſee you go on in fin, and cannot ſtop. 
you ? To ſee 3 ou fo miſerable, and cannot ſo much 
as make you ſenſible of it; to ſee you merry, when 


you are not ſure to be an aa out of hell? Io think 


what you muſt for ever ſuffer, hecauſe you will not 
turn? And to thick what an everlaſting life of glory 
you wiltully deſpiſe and caſt away ? What ſadder 
thing can you bring to their hearts? And how can 


you deviſe to grieve them more ? 
Who is it then that you pleaſure by your 1 and 


death? It is nene of your underſtanding godly. 


friends. Alas, it is the grief of their ſouls to ſce 
your miſery ; and they lament you many a time when 


you give them little thanks for it, and when vou 


have not hearts to lament yourſelves. 


Who is it then that takes pleaſure in your fin ? It 


is none but the three great enemies of God, whom 


you renounced in your . and are now tur ned 2 


My to ſerve. e. 
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1. The devil indeed takes pleaſure in your fin and 


death; for this is the very end of all his temptations. 
For this, he watches night and day: you cannot de- 
viſe to pleaſe him better than to yo on in fin: how 


glad is he when he ſees thee going to the alchouſe, 
or other ſin, and when he heareth thee curſe, or 


| ſwear, or rail ? How glad is he when he heareth thee _ 
revile the miniſter that would draw thee from thy 


ſin, and help to ſave thee? Theſe are his de- 


light. 
. "Bo. 3s wicked are : alſo delighted in it; : for i "S BD 


apreeable to their nature. 


3. But I know, for all this, that it is not the la I 
ing of the devil you intend, even when you pleaſe 
him; but it is your own cſh, the greateſt and moſt | 
dangerous enemy, that you intend to pleaſe, Ir 1s 
the fleſh that would be pampered, that would be 
pleaſed in meat, and drink, and clothing, that would 
be pleaſed in your company, and pleaſed in applauſe 
and credit with the world, and pleaſed in ſports, and 


luſts, and idleneſs: this is the gulf that devoureth all. 


TS This! is the very god that you ſerve, (for, the ſcrip. 


ture ſaith of fuch, that their belhes ; are their gods,” 
Phil. iii. 18). | 


But J beſeech you ftay a little, and 2 the 
buſineſs. 


1. Que ff. Should your gen be pleaſed before your 


Ma ker; Will you diſpleaſe the Lord, and diſpleaſe 
your teachers, and your godh triends, and all to 


pleaſe your brutiſh appetites or ſenſual defires ? Is 


not God worthy to be the ruler of your fleth ? ? If he 
ſhall not rule it, he will not ſave it: you cannot in 


reaſon expect that he ſhould. 


2. Huch. Your fleſh is pleaſed wi: b your fio; but 


is your conſcience p ſed? doth it not grudge * 


in you and tell you ſometimes that all 1 Is not well, 
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and that your caſe is not ſo ſafe as you make it to 


| be? and ſhould not your ſoul and confcience be 
pleaſed before that corruptible fleſh ? | 


4 Oueſ?. But, is not your fleſh preparing for its 
own diſpleaſure alſo? It loves the bait, but doth it 


love the hook ? It loves the ſtrong drink and ſweet 


morſels; it loves its eaſe, and ſport, and merriment: | 
it loves to be rich and well ſpoken of by men, and | 
to be ſomebody in the world : but doth it love the | 
_ . curſe of God? Doth it love to ſtand trembling be- 


fore his bar, and to be judged to everlaſting fire? 


Doth it love to be tormented with the devils for 


ever ?—Take all together: for there is no ſeparating 
ſin and hell, but only by faith and true converſion; 


if you will keep one you muſt have the other. If | 
death and hell be pleaſant to you, no wonder then 
you go on in fin; but, if they are not (as | am fare 
they are not) then what if ſin were never ſo pleafant, 
is it worth the loſs of lite eternal? Is a little drink, 
or meat, or eaſe; is the good word of ſinners; are 
the riches of this world to be valued above the joys 
of heaven? Or are they worth the ſufferings of eter- _ 
TC V—T—— 
Theſe queſtions ſhould be conſidered before you 
go any farther, by every man that hath reaſon to 
_ conſider, and that believes he hath a ſoul to ſave or 


_ 


Well, the Lord here ſweareth that he hath no 
_ pleaſure in your death, but rather that you would | 
turn and live: if yet you will go on, and die rather 


than turn; remember it was not to pleaſe God that 


you did it; it was to pleaſe the world, and to pleaſe 
yourſelves. - And, if men will damn themſelves to 


pleaſe themſelves, and run into endleſs torments for 


delight, and have not the wit, the heart, the grace, to 


bearken to God or man, that would reclaim them, 
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what remedy? They muſt take what they get by it, 
and repent it in another manner, when it is too late! 
| Before I proceed any farther in the application, I 

ſhall come to the next doctrine ; which giveth me a 


| fuller W „ 95 


Doct. 5. So earneſt is God for the converſion of 
finnert, that he doubleth his commands and exhorta- 
tions with vehemency: © Turn ye, turn ye, why will 
Ihhis doctrine is the application of the former, as 

by an uſe of exhortation, and accordingly I ſhall 

=» 
Ts there ever an unconverted finner that heareth 
theſe vehement words of God ? Is there ever a man 
or woman in this aſſembly that is yet a ſtranger to 


| the renewing, ſanctiſying work of the Holy Ghoſt? 


lt is a happy aſſembly it it be not ſo with the moſt.) 
Hearken then to the voice of your Maker, and turn 


do him, by Chrift, without delay. Would you know _ 


the will of God? Why this is his will, that you pre- 
ſently turn, Shall the living God ſend ſo earneſt a 

meſſage to his creatures, and ſhould they not obey? | 
Hearken then, all you that live after the fleſh ; the 


| | Lord, that gave thee thy breath and being, hath ent 


a meſſage to thee from heaven; and this is his meſ— 
ſage, Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die?“ Ile 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear. Shall the voice 
of the eternal Majeſty be neglected ? If he do but 
tertibly thunder, thou art afraid. O but this voice 
doth more nearly concern thee. If he do but tell 
thee, thou ſhalt die to-morrow, thou wovuldſt not 
make light of it. O but this ward concerneth thy 
life or death everlaſting. It is both a command and 
an exhortation. As if he had ſaid to thee, I 


Charge thee upon the allegiance that thou oweſt 10 


me, thy Creator and Redeemer, that thou rencunce 
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the fleſh, the world, and the devil, and turn to me 
that thou mayeſt live, I condeſcend to intreat thee, 
as thou lovelt or feareſt him that made thee : as thou 
loveſt thine own life, even thine everlaſting life, 
Turn and live: As ever thou wouldſt eſcape. eternal 
miſery, « Turn, turn, for why wilt thou die?” 
And is there a heart in man, in a reaſonable creature, 
that can once refuſe ſuch a meſſage, ſuch a command, 
ſuch an exhortation as this? O what a thing then is 
the heart of man! 


Hearken then, all that love yourſelves, and al that 


regard your own falvation :—Here is the joy fulleſt TX 


meſlage that ever was ſent to the ears of man, 
„Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die?“ You are 
not yet ſhut up under deſperation. Here is mercy | 
offered to you; turn, and you {hall have it. O with 
what joy ſul hearts ſhould you receive theſe tidings! 
I know this is not the firſt time that you have heard 
it; but how have you regarded it, or how do you re- 
. gard it now ? Hear, all you ignorant careleſs ſinners, 
the word of the Lord! Hear, all you worldlings, „ou 
ſenſual fleſh-pleaſers, you gluttons, and drunkards, 
and whoremongers, and ſweaters; you railers and 
backbiters, ſlanderers, and liars: '1 urn ye, turn ye, 
why will ye die?“ 
Hear, all ye that are void of the love of God, 
— Whoſe hearts are not toward him, nor taken up with 
the hopes of glory, but ſet more by your carthly proſ- 
perity and delights than by the joys of heaven; all 
you that are religious but a little by the by, and give 
God no more than your fleſh can ſpare; that have not 
denied your carnal ſelves, and forſaken all that you 
have for Chriſt, in the eſtimation and grounded reſo- 
Jution of your ſouls, but have ſome one thing in the 
world ſo dear to you that you cannot ſpare it for 
Chrift, if he require it, but will rather venture on bis 
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diſpleaſure than forſake it; © Turn Fe, turn ye, why 


will ye die?” 


If you never heard it, or obſerved. it before, re- 
member that you were told it from the word of God 
this day, that if you will but turn, you may live; 
and if you will not turn, you ſhall ſurely die. 


What now will you do, Sirs? What is your reſolu- 


tion? Will you turn, or will you not ? Halt not any 
longer between two opinions: If the Lord be God, 
follow him; if your fleſh be God, then ſerve it ſtill, 


If heaven be better than earth and fleſhly pleaſures, 


come away then, and ſeck a better country, and “ lay 


up your treaſure where ruſt and moths do not cor- 


rupt, and thieves cannot break through and ſteal, and 


be awakened at laſt with all your might to ſeek the 
kingdom that cannot be moved,” Heb. xii. 28. and to 


_ employ your lives on a higher defign, and turn the 
ſtream of your cares and labours another way than 


formerly you have done. But, 1f earth be better. 


than heaven, or will do more for you, or laſt you 
logger, then keep it, and make your beſt of it, and 
follow it ſtill. Are you reſolved what to do! If you 


be not, 1 will ſet a ſew more moving conſiderations 


before you, to ſee if reaſon will make you reſolve. 
Conſider firſt, What preparations mercy hath 


made for your ſalvation :” and what pity it is that 


any man ſhould be damned atter all this. The time 


was, when the flaming ſxord was in the way, aud 
The curie of God's law would have kept thee back if 


thoik hadſt been cver ſo willing to turn to God: 
The time was When thyſelf, and all the friends that 


thou haſt in the world, could never have procured 


nee the pardon of thy fins paſt, though thou hadſt 
ever ſo much lamented and reformed them. Bat 
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ciled, as that he hath made th-e a free act of obli- 
vion, and a free deed of gift of Chriſt and life, and 
offereth it to thee, and intreateth thee to accept it, 


committed to us the word of actual reconciliation,” 


againſt him, if you will but come. 


hind his back, if you will but come. 


have ſtaid fo long, he is ready even to meet you, and 


them welcoine, if they will but come. 


to receive thee who hath abuſed him, and forgotten 
might at any time glorify his juſtice in thy damnation, 
art thon not yet ready to come in ? Haſt thou not 23 


much reaſon to be ready to come, as God hab to 
ite Fwy. and bid thee welcome 5 
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Chriſt hath removed this impediment by the ranſom 
of his blood, The time was, that God was wholly 
unreconciled, as being not ſatisfied for the violation 
of his law: but now he is ſo far ſatisfied and recon- 


and it may be thine if thou wilt, © For he was in 
_ Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf, and hath 


2 Cor. v. 18, 19. Sinners, we are commanded to do 
this meſſage to you all, as from the Lord, “ Come, 
for all things are ready,” Luke xiv. 17.] Are all 
things ready, and are you unready? God is ready to 
entertain you, and pardon all that you have done 
As long as you 
have ſinned, as wilfully as you have finned, as hei- 
noufly as you have finned, he is ready to caſt all be- 


Though you 
have been prodigals, and run away from God, and 


embrace you in his arms, and rejoice in your conver- 
ſion, if you will but turn. — Even the earthly word- 
ling and ſwiniſh drunkard may find God ready to bid 
| | Doth not 
this turn thy heart within thee ?—O ſinner, if thou 
have a heart of fleſh, and not of ſtone in thee, me- 
thinks this ſhould melt it. Shall the iufinite Majeſty « 
of Heaven even wait for thy returning, and be ready) 


him ſo long? Shall he delight in thy converſion, that 


aud yet doth it not melt thy heart within thee, aud 
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But, this is not all : Chriſt hath done his part on 


the croſs, and made ſuch way for thee to the Father, 8 
that on his account thou mayeſt be welcome it thou 


wilt come. And yet art thou not ready? 
A pardon is already expreſsly granted and offered 
thee in the goſpel. And yet art thou not ready ? 


The miniſters of the goſpel are ready to afliſt thee, - 


to inſtruct thee; they are ready to pray for thee, 


and to ſeal up thy pardon by the adminiſtration of 


| the holy ſacrament; and yet art thou not ready ? 


All that fear God about thee are ready to rejoice 


in thy converſion, and to receive thee into the com- 


munion of ſaints, and to give thee the right hand of 
fellowſhip, yea, though thou hadſt been one that had 

| been caſt out of their ſociety : they dare not but for- 

gie where God forgiveth, when it is manifeſt to 
them by thy conſcſſion and amendment: they dare 

not ſo much as hit thee in the teeth with thy former 5 

ſins, becauſe they know that God will not upbraid 


thee with them. If thou hadſt been ever ſo ſcanda- 
 Jous, if thou wouldſt but heartily be converted and 


come in, they would not refuſe thee, let the world 
_ fay what they wonld againit it. And, are all theſe 
| receive tnee, and yet art thou not ready to 8 


ready to 
come in? 
Vea, hea 


have a place before bis throne: his angels will be 


ready to guard thy ſoul to the place of joy, if thou SY 
do but unfeignedly come in. And is God ready, the 


facrifice of Chriſt ready, the promiſe ready, and par- 
Jon ready: — Are miniſters ready, and the people of 


Coq ready, and heaven itſelf ready, and angels ready, 


aud all thele but waiting for thy converſion, and yet 
eats bs 7 4 


\ 


ven itſelf is ready; the Lord will receive | 
hee into the glory of his ſaints, a vile brute as thou 
aft been: it thou wilt but be cleanſed, thou mayſt 
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art not thou ready? What! not ready to live, When 
thou haſt been dead ſo long? Not ready to come to 
thy right underſtanding, as the prodigal is ſaid to 
come to himſelf, (Luke xv. 17.) when thou haſt been 
| beſide thyſelf ſ long? Not ready to be ſaved, when 
thou art even ready to be condemacd ? Art thou not 
ready to lay hold on Chriſt, that would deliver thee, 
when thou art even ready to drown and fink into 
- damnation? Art thou not ready to be ſaved from 
hell, when thou art even ready to be caſt remedi- 
| lefoly into it? Alas, man! dot thou know what 
thou doſt? If thon die unconverted, there is no 
doubt to be made of thy damnation, and thou art 
not ſure to live an hour: and yet are thou not 
ready to turn and come in? O miſerable wretch! 
| haſt thou not ſerved the fleſh and the devil long 
enough! ? Yet haſt thou not enough of ſin? Is it ſo 
good to thee ; or ſo profitable for thee ? Doſt thou 
know what it is, that thou wouldeſt yet have more 
of it? Hatt thou had ſo many calls, ard ſo many 


mercies, and ſo many blows, and ſo many exam- 


ples? Haſt thou ſeen ſo many laid in the grave, and 
yet art thou not ready to let go thy fins, and come 
to Chriſt? What! after ſo many convictions, and 
_ gripes of conſcience, after ſo wany purpoſes and 
promiſes, are thou not yet ready to turu and lire? 
O that thy eyes, thy heart, were opened, to know _ 
how fair an offer is now made to thee! and what a 
jo yful meſſage | it is we are lent on, to vid thee cane, : 
_ for all things are ready. 5 : 
2. Conſider alſo what calls has batt to turn and | 
live. How mary, how loud, how earneſt, how 
_ dreadful, and yet what encouraging, jayful calls. 
For, the principal inviter, it is God bimſelf, He, 
that commandeth heaven and earth, comman deth 8 
thee to turn; aid preſently, without delay, to turn: 


= T5 


. He commands the ſun to run its courſe, and to riſe 
1 5 upon thee every morning; and though it be ſo glo- 


rious a creature, and many times bigger than all the 


earth, yet it obeyeth him, and faileth not one mi- 


nute of is appointed time, He commandeth all the 
planets and the orbs of heaven, and they obey. 
He cemmandeth the ſea to ebb and flow, aud the 
Whole creation to keep its courſe, and all obey him. 
Ihe angels of heaven obey his will, when he ſends 
them to miniſter to ſuch filly worms as we on 
earth, Hab. i. 14.— And yet, if he command 


dut a ſinner to turn, he will not obey him; he only 
thinks himſelf wifcr than God, and he cavils and 
pleads the cauſe of fin, and will not away. If the 


Lord Almiphty .ſay the word, the heavevs and all. 
therein obey lim; but if he call a drunkard out of 
au alehouſe, he Will not obey ; or it he call a worldly 


| fielhly tuner to deny himfelf, and m ortiiy the fleſh, 


aud (et his heurt on a better adams he will not = 


_ obey him. 
If thou haſt any love in thee, t thou wouldſt know 


ü the voice and ſay, Oh this is my father's call ! how 


can 1 find in my heart to diſobey? For, the ſheep of 
Chriſt do kuon and hear his voice, and they follow 
bim, and he giveth them eternal life,” John x. 4. 
It thou hadſt any ſpiritual life and ſeuſe in thee, at 
leaſt thou wouldf! ſay, This call is the dreadful 
voice of God, and who dares diſobey ??'— Fer, faith 


the prophet, A705 lil. 8. © The lion bath roared, 
who will not fear?“ God is not as man, that thou 
: remember What 
he ſaith to Paul at his converſion, ** It is hard for 


ſhou!dſt daily and pley with him 


*nce to kick againſt the pricks,” Ads ix. 5. Wilt 
thou yet go and deſpiſe his word, and reſiſt his Spi- 


kit, * flop thine ear againſt his call? Who is it that 
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Will have the worſt of this? Doſt thou know whom _ 
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thou diſobeyeſt and contendeft with, and what thou 


art doing? Ir were a far wiſer and eaſter taſk fer 


TO 


thee to contend with the thorns, and ſpurn them with 


thy bare ſcet, aud beat them with thy bare hands, 


or put thy head | into the burning fire.“ Be not de- 


ceived, God will not be mocked,” Gal. i 7. OD 
> Whoever elſe be mocked, God will not: You had 
better play with the fire in your thatch than with. 

the fire of his borving wrath: © For our God is a 
conſuming fire,” Heb, xii. 29. O how unmeet a 
match art thou for . « It is a fearful thing to ta 
into his hands,” Heb. x. 31. and therefore it ia. 
tearful thing to e with him or reſiſt him. As 
you love your ſouls, take heed what you do. Wait +» 
will you ſay, it he begin in wrath to plead with you? 
What will vou do if he take you once in hard? 
Will yon not ſtrive againſt his judgment as now ye. 
do aging his grace? Saith the Lord, Jſatah xxviic 
4, 6. Fury is not in me;“ that is, 1 delight not 10 
deftroy you ; 1 do it, as it were, unwillingly ; but yet 
* Who would fer the briars and thorns agaivſt me in 


battle? I wonld go through them, I would burn 
them together. Oh let him take hold of my ſtrength, 


that he may make peace with me, and he ſhall make 


peace with me!“ It is au unequal combat for the 


briars and ſtubble to make war with the fire, 


And ihos you fee who it is that calleth you, that 


_ ſhould move you to hear all this call, and turn; is 


conhder elſo, by what inſtruments, and how often, 
aid how earneltly, he doth it. 


1. Every leaf of the bleſſed book of God hath as. 
it were a voice, and calls unto thee, Turn and live; 
turn, or thou wiit die ! Row canſt thou open it, and 
read a leaf, or hear a cOAPICT aud not + a we 60 5 
bids thee turn? 


. 


1 
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2. It is the voice of every fer mon thou heareſlt; 
For what elſe is the ſcope and drift of all, but to 
call and perfuace, aud iuticat thee to turn? | 

3. It is the voice of many a motion of the Spirit, 


that ſecretly ſpears over theie words gain, and 


TM thee to turn. OTIS”, 

It is likely, fc metimes, it is the voice of thy 
So conſcience, . Art thun not ſumetimes convinced 
that ali is not well with thee? And doth not con- 
ſcience tell thee that thov miilt be a new man, and 
take a new courſe, and often call upon thee to le- 
__ CE 

. It is the voice of the gracious a of the 
ate: When thou ſeeſt them live a heaveuly life, 
and fly from the fin wh ich! is thy * this really 


call v') thee to turn., 7 


. is the voice of all the works of 850. For, 


they ao are Ged*: bucks, that teach thee this lefſon, 
dy ſhewing thee his greatneſs, and wiſdom, and 


gouyne(s, and calling thee to obſerve them, and ad- 
mire the Creator, P/alm xix. 1, 2. The heavens 


declare the glory 0) Guy, ard the firmament ſheweth 


his handy work; day umo day uttereth ſpeech, 


night unto night tkewerh knowledge.“ — Every 
time the ſun r ſeth upon thee, it really calleth hee 
to turn; as if it ſhou d ſay, © What do 1 travel and 
compaſs the world tor, but to declare to men the 


glory of their Miker, and to light them to do his 
work? And do 1 {till find thee doing the work of 
fin, aud fleeping out thy life in negligence? Awake, 
thou that fleepelt, and ariſe trom the dead, and 


Chriſt. ſhall give thee light,” Fpheſe v. 14. The 
night is ſpent, the da is at hand; it is now high 
time to awske out ©: ſleep; let us therefore caſt off 
the works of daknets, and let us put en the armour 
of light, Let us walk honeftly as in the day, not in 
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rioting and in drunkenneſs, not in chamberiug and 
wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and envying ; but pat ye on 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make no proviſion for 
the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof,” Rom, xiii. 


11, 12, 13, 14 — This text Was the INCA of 


Auſt converſion. | 
It is the voice of every / mercy thou doſt 7565 fs 
. If thou couldſt but hear and underſtand them, they 


all cry out nnto thee, tu. W. y doth the earth 


bear thee, but to ſeek aud ferve the Lord? Why 
doth it afford thee its fruits, but to ferve him? Why 
doth the air afFord thee breath, but to ſerve hin? 
Why do all the creatures ſerve thee with their laboucs 
and their lives, but that thon 1 feeve the 
Lord of them aud thee ? Why doth be give thee time, 


health, and firength, but for to rde hm? Why hatt 
thon meat, and drink, and clothes, but for his fer- 
vice? Halt thou any thing which thou halt not re- | 
ceived ? And, if thou didſt receive them, it 18 renten 


thou ſhouldit bethink thee, from whom, and tv 
What end and nle,. thou didſt receive them. Didtt 


thou never cry to him for help in thy diftrets? And 


cliduſt rthun then underſtand that it was thy part to 
turn and ſerve him if he would deliver thee ? He hath 
done his patt, and ſpared thee yet longer, and tried 
thee another aud another year; and yet doſt thou wot 


turn? You know the parable of the ntroittul figtree, | 


Lute xiii. 6, 7, 8, 9. When the Lord had ſaid, 


* Cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground : * 


He was intreated to try it one year longer, and. then 


if it proved not fruitſul, to cut it down, Chriſt 
_ himſelf there makes the application twice over, 
ver. 3 and 5. Except ye repent, ye ſhell all likes - 


wiſe periſh.” How many years hath God looked fer 
the fruits of love and holineſs from thee, and hath 


*eund none, and yet he hach ſpared thee, How 


od + 
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many a time, by thy wilful ignorance, and careleſſ- 


nels, and diſobedience, haſt thou provoked juſtice _ 


to ſay, “ Cut him down, why cumbereth he the 


grund?“ And yet metcy hath prevailed, and pa- 


tience hath forborne the fatal blow till this day, If 
thou hadit the underſtanding of a man within. thee, 
thou wouldft know that all this calleth thee to 
turn.— Doft thou think thou ſhalt till eſcape the 


judgment of Cod? Or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his 
_ goodnels, and forbearance, and long-ſuffering, not 
knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee 0 
repentance ? But after thy hardneſs and impenitent 
heart, treaſureſt up unto thyſelf wrath againſt the 
day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judg- | 


ment of God ; who will render to every man accord- 


ing to his deeds,” Rom. ii. 3, 4, 6, 6. 


. Moreover, it is the voice of every affliction to 


call thee to make haſte and return. Sickneſs and _ 
pain cry turn; and poverty, and loſs of friends, 
and every twig of the chaſtiſing rod cry turn; and 
pet wilt thou not hearken to the call? Theſe have 
come near thee, and made thee feel, they have made 


thee groan, and can they not make thee turn? 
9. The very frame of thy nature and being itſelf 
dei peaketh thy return, Why haſt thou reaſon, but 


to rule thy fleſh, and ſerve thy Lord ? Why haſt thou 
an underſtanding ſoul, but to learn and know his 
will and do it? Why haſt thou a heart within thee, 


that can love, and fear, and defire, but that thou 


ſnouldſt tear him, and love him, aud deſire after : 


him ? 


. Yea, thine own engagements, by promiſe to 
the Lord, do call upon thee to turn and ſerve him. 
Thou hatt bound thyſelf to him by a baptiſmal co- 


venant, and renounced the world, the fleſh, and the 
devil; this chou haſt confiimed by the preteflion of 
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_ Chriſtianity, and renewed it at ſacraments, and in 
times of af &tion: And wilt thou promiſe and vow, | 
and never perform, and turn to God ? | 
Lay all theſe rogether, now, and tee what ond 5 
be the iſſue. The holy ſeripture calleth upon thee 
to turn; the minitters of Chriſt do call upon thee 
to turn: the Spirit cries tun; thy conſcience cries 
turn; the godly, by perſualions and examples, cry 
turn; the whole world, and all the creatures there - 
in, that are preſented to thy conſideration, cry turn; 
the preſent forbearance of God, cries turn; all the 


mercies which thou receiveſt cry turn; the rod of 


God's chaſtiſement cries turn; thy reaſon, and the 
frame of thy nature beſpeaks thy turning; and ſo 
do all thy promiſes to God; and yet baſt thou not 
reſolved to turn ? ” 
II. Moreover, poor 3 didſt thou ever con- 
| ſider. upon what terms thou ſtandeſt all this while 
with him that calleth on thee to turn? Thou art his 
own, and oweſt him thyſelf and all thou haſt, and 
may he not command his own? Thou art his abſo- 

| Inte ſervant, and ſhould ſerve no other maſter. Thou 

ſtandeſt at his mercy, and thy life is in his hand; 
and he has reſolved to ſave thee upon uo other terms; 
thou halt many malicious ſpiritual enemies, that 
Would be glad if God wenld but forſake thee, and 
let them alone with thee, and leave thee to their 
will; how quickly would they deal with thee in 
another manner? And thou canit not be delivered 
from them but by turning unto God. Thou art 
fallen under his wrath by thy fin already; and thou 
knoweſt not how long his patience will yet wait, 
Perhaps this is the laſt year; perhap the laſt day; ; 
his ſword is even at thy heart while the word is in 
thine ear; and if thou turn not, thou art a dead and | 
undone man. Were thy eyes but open to fee where 
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thou ſtandeſt, even upon the brink of hell, and to 
ſee how many thouſands are there already that did 
not turn, thou wouldſt ſee that it is time to look 


adont thee. 


Well, Sirs, look ads now, 2 tell me, * 
are your hearts affected with theſe offers of the Lord? 


You hear what is his mind; he delighteth not in 


Four death; he calls to yon, Turn, turn: It is a 
fearſul ſign if all this move thee not, or if it do but 
half move thee; and much more if it make thee 
more careleſs in thy miſery, becauſe thou heareſt of 
_ the mercifulneſs of God. The working of the me- 
dicine will partly tell us whether there be any hope 
of the cure. O what glad tidings would it be to thoſe, 

that are now in hell, if they had but ſuch a meſſage 


from God! What a joyful word would it be to 


hear this, Turn, and live.—Yea, what a welcome 
word would it be to thyſelf, when thou haſt ſelt 
that wrath of God but an hour! or, if after a thou- 
ſand or ten thouſand years torment thou couldit but 
hear ſuch a word from God, Turn, and live; and 
yet wilt thou nuw reflect it, and ſuffer us to re- 


turn without our errand ? 
Behold, ſinners, we are ſont here MY ws meſſen- 
gers of the Lord, to ſet before you life and death, 


What ſay you? Which of them will you chooſe? . 
Chriſt ſtandeth, as it were, by thee, with heaven in 


one hand and hell in the other, and offereth thee thy 
choice; which wilt thou chuoſe?—** The voice of 


the Lord maketh the rocks to tremble,” Hſalon XXVi. 
and is it notbing to hear him threaten thee, if thou 


wilt not turn? Doſt thou not underſtand and feel 
this voice,“ Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die?“ 
Why, it is the voice of love, of infinite love, of thy 


beſt and kindeſt friend, as thou mighteſt eaſily per- 


cezye by the motion; and yet cauſt thou neglect it? 
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I is the voice of pity. The Lord ſeeth whither thou 


art going better than thou doſt, which makes him 


call after thee, © Turn, turn.” He ſeeth what will 


become of thee if thou turn not. He thinketh with 
bimſelf, ** Ah this poor ſinner will caſt himſelf into 
endleſs torments if he do not turn; I mutt in juſtice 
deal with him according to my rizhteous law; and 


therefore he calleth after thee, Turn, turn, O fin- 


ner! If you did but know the thouſandth part as 1 


well as God doth, the danger that is near you, and 
the miſery that you are running into, we ſhould have 


no more need to call after you to turn. 
Mloreover, this voice that calleth to thee, is the 
fame that hath prevailed with thouſands already, 
and called all to heaven that are now there: And 


they would not now, for a thouſand worlds, that 


they had made light of it, and not turned to God. 


Now what are they poſſeſſing that turned to God's 


call? Now they perceive that it was indeed the 


voice of love that meant them no more harm than 
their ſalvation. And, if thou wilt obey the fame. 
call, thou ſhalt come to the ſame happineſs, There 


are millions that muſt for ever lament that they 


| turned not; but there is never a ſoul in heaven Wa 


is ſorry that they are converted. 
Well, Sirs, have you yet re! folr ed, or hs you 


not? Do I need to [gy auy 1nore to you? What wilt 


you do? Will you turn or not ? Speak, man, in thy 


heart to God, though thou ſpeak not out to me; 
_ ſpeak, leſt he take thy Glence for denial; ſpeak _ 
quickly, leſt he never make thee the like offer more. 


Speak reſolvedly, and not wavering! ly, for be will 


have no indifferents to be, his followers. Say in thy 


heart now, without any more delay, even before 


thou ſtir from hence. By the r of God, 1 | 
; Rave reſolved profently to tura. And b becauſe know 1 
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my own inſufficiency, I have reſolved to wait on 


God for his grace, and to follow him in his ways, 
and forſake my former courſes and companions, and 
give up myſelf to the guidance of the Lord.“ 


You are not ſhut up in the darkneſs of heatheniſm, | 


nor in the deſperation of the damned.—Life is before 


you; and you may have it on reaſonable terms, if 
you will; yea, on free coſt, if you will accept it. 


The way of God lieth plain before you; the church 
is open to you; you may have Chriſt, and pardon, 


aud holineſs, if you will, What ſay you? W. II you, 


or will you not? If you ſay nay, or ſay nothing, and 


Rill go on, God is witneſs, and this congregation 


is witneſs, and your own conſciences are witneſſes, 


how fair an offer you had this day. Remember, you 
might have had Chriſt, and would not. Remem- : 


ber, when you have loſt it, that you might have had 


eternal life as well as others, and w ould not; 5 and 


all | becauſe you would not turn, 


Ke” EE obs 2 7 Wn 
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Say unto then, As I live, jaith the Lord Go * Boe 
no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the | 
wicked turn from his way and live. Turn yt, 

turn ye, from your evil ways, for, why will pe die, 
0 ae of Iirael ? 2 8 


TT has been explained, and PITS | that God. 
taketh pleaſure in men's converſion and ſalva- 


1 tion, but not in their death or damnation, Be 
would rather they would turn and live, than go on 


and die: — That he may leave man no pretence to 
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donbt of it, the Lord hath confirmed it to vs by his 
oath, Yea, farther, ſo earneſt 1s God for the con- 


_ verſion of ſinners, that he doubleth his commands 


and exhortations with vehemency, Turn ye, turn ye. 


Having already illuſtrated and applied each of 
theſe points, let us come to the next doQrine, and 1 
hear your reaſons. 5 
Doc. 6. The Lord conde ſcended to e the caſe 
_ with eee Junners, and ! to * ew why 2 


will die. 
A ſtrange diſputation it Is, both as to controverly, 


and as to the diſputants. 

1. The controverſy or queſtion, proponnded to 
diſpute of, is, Why wicked men will damn them- 
ſelves?” Or, Why they will rather die than turn??? 

| Whether they have any ſufficient reaſon for ſo doing? 


2. The diſputants are God and man; the molt 


holy God, and wicked unconverted finnerss 
1s it not a ſtrange thing, which God doth ſeem | 


here to ſuppoſe, that auy man ſhould be willing to 


die and be damned? Yea, that this ſhould be the 
_ caſe of all the wicked; that is, of the greateſt part 
of the world: But, you will ſay, this cannot be, tor 


nature deſireth the preſervation and felicity of itſelf, 


and the wicked are more ſelfiſh than others, and not 
leſs; and therefore how can any man be willing to 


be Ss ? — To which 1 anſwer: 


1. It is a certain truth that no man can be willios 
of any evil as evil, but only as it hath ſome appear- 
ance of good much leſs can any man be willing to 
be eternally tormented, MOREY as ſuch, 1s  defired 
by none. .- 
2. But yet, for all that, it is moſt true which God To 
bete teacheth us, that the cauſe, why the wicked 
die and are damned, is, becauſe, they will die and 

be damned. And this is true in ſeveral PERK: 5 


— 
* — — Ju —— ͤ 8 2 


— — 
— — —— — — . * 


Ser. 31 4 call to the Unconvertet. + 99 


1. Becauſe they will go the wey that leads to 
hell, though they are told by God and man whither 
it goes, and where it ends; and though God hath 


fo often proſeſſed in his word, that if they bold on 
in that way, they ſhall be condemned, and thar they 
| ſhall not be ſaved unleſs they turn, 7/aiah xlviii. 

22. and lvii. 21, © There is no peace, ſaith the 
Lord, unto the wicked, Iſaiah lix. 8. The way 


of peace they know not; there is no judgment in 


their goings ; they have made them crooked paths; 
— Whoſcever gueth therein ſhall not know peace.“ 
They have the word and the oath oi the living God 
for jt; that, if they will net turn, they ſhall not 


enter into his reſt, - And yet wicked they are, and 
wicked they will be, let God and man ſay what they 


will; ficſhiy they are, and fleſhly they will be; 
wWorldlings they are, and worldlings they will be; 
though God hath old them, that the love of the 
world is enmiiy o God; and that if any man love the 
World, the jove 0: the Father is not in him,”” Zames 


4. iv. 1 Fon i 15, So that conſequently theſe 


men are willing te be damned, though not direct- 
ly; they are willing of the ways of hell, and love 
the certain canſe of their torment, though they be 


not willing of hell itſelf, and do not love the pain 
which they mutt endure, 


Is not this the truth of your als. Goners ? ? You. 


would not burn in hell; ; but you will kiudle the 


fire by your ſins, and caft yourſelves into it; you 
would not be rormented with devils for ever, but 


you will do that which will certainly procure it, in 
deſpite of all that can be ſaid againſt it. It is juſt. 
as if you would ſay, © I will drink this poiſon, bur 
yet I will not die. 1 will caſt myſelf headlong from 
The [top of a ſteeple, but yet I will not Kn myſelf.— — 
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I will thruſt this knife into my heart, but yet 1 
will not take away my life. I will put this fire 
into the thatch of my houſe, but yet I will not burn 

it.“ —-Juſt ſo it is with the wicked men; they will 
be wicked, and they will live after the fleſh and the 
world, and yet they would not be damned. But do 
you not know that the means do lead unto the end ? 
and that God hath by his righteous law concluded, 
that ye muſt repent or periſh? He, that will take 
poiſon, may as well ſay plainly, « 1 will kill my- 
ſelf;“ for it will prove no better in the end: 
Though perhaps he loved it for the ſweetneſs of the 
ſugar that was mixt with it, and would not be per- 
| ſuaded that it was poiſon, but that he might rake it 

and do well enough; but it is not his conceits and 
confidence, that will ſave his life. So, it you will be 

_ drunkards, or fornicators, or worldlings, or live after 
the fleſh, you may as well ſay plainly, ** We will be 
damned,” for ſo you ſhall be unleſs you turn, 
Would you not rebuke the folly of a thief or mur- 
derer, that would ſay, 1 will ſteal and kill, but 1 
ſhall not be hanged,” when he knows that, if he 
do the one, the judge in juſtice will ſee that the 
other be done? If he ſay, I will ſteal and murder,” 
he may as well ſay plainly, © 1 will be hanged.” 
So, if you will go on 1n a carnal life, you may as 
well ſay plainly, * We will go to hell.” 
2. Moreover, the wicked will not uſe thoſe means, 
without which there is no hope of their ſalvation, | 
He that will not eat, may as well ſay plainly, that 
he will not live, unleſs he can tell how to live with- 
out meat; he that will not go his journey, may as 
well fay plainly, he will not come to the end, He 
that falls into the water, and will not come out, nor 
ſuffer another to help him out, may as well ſay plaivly _ 
| he will be Crowned, So, if you be carnal and un— 
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godly, and will not be Converted, nor uſe the means 
by which you ſhould be converted, but think it 
more ado than needs, you may as well ſay plainly, 
you will be damned. For if you have found out a 
way to be ſaved without converfion, you have done | 
that which was never done before. 
3. Yea, this is not all, but the wicked are unwill- 
ing even of ſalvation irſelf, Tho? they may deſire 

ſomewhat which they call by the name of keaven, 


yet heaven itſelf, conſidered in the true nature ot its 


, felicity, they deſire not; yea, their hearts are quite 
againſt it. Heaven is a ſtate of perteCt holineſs, and 
of continual love and praiſe to God, and the wicked 
have no heart to this. Ihe imperfect love, and 

praiſe, and holineſs, which are here to be atrained, 

they have no mind of ; much leſs of that which is ſo | 


much greater: The joys ot heaven are ot ſo pure and 


ſpiritual a nature, that the heart of the wicked can- 
not deſire them. | 
So that by this time you may ſee on w bat gronnd | 
it is, that God ſuppoſeth that the wicked «re willing 
of their own deſtruction; they will rather venture 
on certain miſery than be converted; and then, to 
quiet themſelves in their fins, they will make then 
ſelves believe, that they ſhall nevertheleſs eſcape. _ 
2. And as this controverſy is matter of wonder 
(that even men ſhould be tuch enemies to themſelves, 
as wilfully to caſt away their ſouls) fo are the dit 
putants too. T1 hat God ſhovld ſtoop fo low as thus 
to plead the caſe with man; and that men ſhould be 
ſo ſtrangely blind and obſlinate as to need all this in 
fo plain a caſe; yea, and to teſiſt all this, when their 
own ſalvation lieth upon the iſſue ! 
No wonder they will not hear us that are men, 
when ney will not bear the Lurd himſelf: As God 
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ſaith, Ezek. iii. 7, when he ſent the prophet ro the 
Ifraelites, ** The houſe of Ifrael will not hearken 
unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: 
For all the houſe of Iſrael are impudent and hard- 
hearted,” No wonder if they can plead againſt a 
miniſter, or a godly neighbour, when they will 
. plead againſt the Lord himſelf, even againſt the 
plaineſt paſſ»ges of his word, and think that they 
have reaſon on their fide; When they weary the 
Lord with their words, they ſay, ** Wherein have 


we wearied him?” Aal. ii. 17. The prieſts, that : 


deſpiſed his name, durſt aſk, ** Wherein have we 
deſpiſed thy name?” And when they polluted his 
altar, and made the temple of the Lord contempti- 
ble, they durſt ſay, ©* Wherein nave we polluted 
thee ?*” Mal. i. 6, 7. But, Wo unto him, faith 
the Lord, that ſtriveth with his Maker: Let the 

 potſherd ſtrive with the potſherds of the earth: 


Shall the clay ſay unto him that faſhioned it, What : 


makeſt thou?“ J/aiah xlv. 9. 


Nueſl, But why is it that God * vill reaſon the caſe. 
with man? 


Anſ. 1. Becauſe that man, being a | rentals 


creature, is accordingly tu be dealt with, and by 


reaſon to be perſuaued and overcome. God hath . 
therefore endowed them with reaſon, that they might 


uſe it for him. One would think a reaſunable crea- 


ture ſhould not go agaizſt the cleareſt and greateſt 
reaſon in the word, when it is ſet betore him. 
2. At leaſt, men ſhall ſee that God did require 
nothing of them that was unreaſonable, but that 
whatever he commanded them, and whatever he'tor- 


biddeth tham, he hath all the right reaſon in the 
World on his kde; And they have good reafon to 


obey bim, but none to diſobey. And thus even the 
Jamned ſhall be forced to juſlify God, and confeſs 


Ser. 3-] A Call to the Unconverled. 103 


that it was but reaſen that they ſhould. have torned 


to him; and they ſhall be forced to condemn them- 


ſelves, and conſeſs that they had little reaſon to cast 
away themſelves by the neg'ecting of his grace in 
the day of their viſitation. 


U.S E. | 
Look up your beſt ay: ſtrongeſt reaſons, ſinners, 
if you will make poud V Our wav :— Vou fee now . 


with whom you have to de: .* bat ſaycit thou, 
unconverted, ſenſual wretch? Dareſt thou venture 
upon a diſpute with God? At thun able to confute 


him? Art thou ready io enter the lis? Cod atkorty 
thee, Why wilt thou die? Art thou turmfhed with 

a ſufficient auſwer ? Wilt thou uadertake to prove 
that Cod is Miſlaken, and that ihon art in the right ? 
O what an undertaking is that — Why, either he or 
you are miſtaken, when he is tor your conv verſion, 


aud you are againſt it, He calls upon vou to turn, 
and you will not; he bids you do it prefenily, even 
to day, while it is called to-day, aud you delay, 


and think it time enough hercalter, — He ſaith it mutt. 
be a total change, aud you mult be hole, and new 
creatures, and born again; aud you think that lets 
may ſerve the turn, and that it is eaough 195 puarch 
up the old man, without becoming ne. Wh is 3413 
the right now? God or you? God colleth on yon to 
turn, and to live a holy life, and youu will not; by 


your diſobedient lives it appears you will not. If 
vou will, why do you not? Why have you not dove 


it all this while? and, why do you not fall upon 1L 
yet? Your wills have the command of your lives. 
We may certainly couclude that you are UnWilling 


to turn, when you do not turn, And,.wky will 
vou not? Can you give auy rcafſo:: fot it that is 
worthy to be called @ reaſon s | 
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I, that am but a worm, your fellow. creature, of 


A ſhallow capacity, dare challenge the wiſeſt of you 


all to reaſon the caſe with me, while I plead my 5 
Maker's cauſe; and I need not be diſcouraged, when _ 
I know I plead but the cauſe that God pleadeth, 


and contend for him that will have the beſt at laſt. 


Had ] but theſe two geueral grounds againſt you, 1 
am ſure that Non * no good reaſon on Fur. | 
1. Tam ſure it can be no | good . which is "x ? 
Againſt the God of truth and reaſon. It cannot be 
light that is contrary to the ſun. There is no know- 


ledge in any creature but what it has from God; 


and therefore none can be wiſer than God. It were 
fatal preſumption for the higheſt angel to c mpare 


With his Creator, What is it then for a lump of 


dirt, au ignorant ſot, that knoweth not himſelf, nor 


his own ſoul, that knoweth but little of the things 


| which he ſeeth, yet that is more ignorant than many 


of his neighbours, to ſet himſeli agaiuſt the wiſdom 


of the Lord? It is one ot the fulleſt diſcoveries of the 98 
horrible wickedneſs of carna) men, and the ſtark 


madneſs of ſich as ſin, and fo filly a mole dare con- 


tradict his Maker, and call in queſtion the word of 


Cod: Yea, that thoſe people in our pariſhes, that 


are ſo ignorant, that they cannot give us a reafcnable_ 
anſwer concerning the very principles of religion, 
are yet ſo wiſe in their own conceit, that they dare 
queſtion the plaineſt truths of God, yea, contradict. 
them and cavil againit them, when they can fcaice _ 
ſpeak ſenſe, and will believe them no tarther than | 


2greeth with their fooliſh wiſdom. 


2. And as I know that God muſt needs be in the : 

right, ſo I know the caſe is fo palpable and groſs 
which he pleadeth againſt, that no man can have 
reaſon for it, Is it poſixle that a man can have any 
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reaſon to break his moſter”s laws ?. 4 reaſon to 
diſuonour the Lord of glory ? and reaſon to abvic 
the Lord that bought him? Is it poſfihle that a man 
can have any good reaſon to damn his own immor- 


tal ſoul-; )— Mark the Lord's queſtion, Turn ye, 


turn ye, Why will ye die:“ ls eternal death a thing 
to be deſired ? Are you in love with hell ? What 
_ reaſon have you wiltully to periſh ? It you think 


vou have reaſon to in, ſhonld von not remember. 


that death is the wages of ſin,“ Rom. vi. 23. and 
think whether you have any r-aſon to undo your - 


ſelves, body and ſoul, for ever! —You ſhould not ; 


only aſk_ whether you love the adder, but whether 
you love the ſting? lt is ſuch a thing ' for a Wan to 
caſt away his everlaſting happineſs, and to fin agaiult 
God, that no good reaſon can be given tor it; but, 


the more any one pleads for it, Thy” madder he ine 


eth himſelf to be. Had you a lordſhip or a kingdom 


offered you for every ſin that you commit, it were 
not reaſon, but madnels, to accept it. Could you 
by every ſin obtain the higheſt thing on earth that 


fleſh defireth, it were no conſiderable value to per- 


ſuade you in reaſon to commit it. If it were to pleaſe 


your greateſt or dear<{} friends, or to obey the great- 
eſt prinoe on earth, or to {ave your liées, or to 
elcape the greateſt earthly mifery; ail theſe-are ot 
no couſideration to draw a man in teaſon tv the 
committing of one fin, If it were a right hand cr 


a right eye that would hinder your ſalvation, it is 


the gainfulleſt way to caſt it away, racher than go 
to hell to ſave it; for there is no ſaving à part when 


you loſe the whole. So exceeding great are the 
matters of eternity, that nothing in this world de- 


ſerveth once to be named in comparitun with them ; 
nor can any earthly thing, though it were life, bs 


crowns, or kingdoms, be a reaturable excuſe. for 
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the neglect of matters of ſuch high and ever 12! ing 


conſequence, A man can have no re ſon to c:oſs. 
his ultimate end. Heaven is ſuch a thing, that, if 
you loſe it, nothing can ſupply the want, or make 
up your loſs: and hell is ſuch a thing, that, if you 
ſiuffer it, nothing can remove your miſery, or give 
vou eaſe and comfort, And therefore nothing can 

de a valuable conſideration to excuſe you for neg- _ 

lecting your own ſalvation; for, ſaith our Saviour, 


„What ſhall it profit a man to win the whole world, 


and loſe his own ſoul ?” Mark vili. 36. 0 
O O Sirs, that you did but know what matters they 
are that we are now ſpeaking to you of! The ſaints 
in heaven have other kind of thoughts of theſe 


things. If the devil could come to them that live 


in the ſight and love of God, and ſhould offer them 

a cup of ale, or a whore, or merry company, or 
ſport, to entice them away from God and glory; 1 
pray you tell me, how do you think they would 
entertain the motion? Nay, or if he ſhonld offer 
them to be kings of the earth, do you think this 
would entice them down from hezven | O with what 
hatred and holy ſcorn would they diſcain and reje&t 
the motion! And why ſhould not you do fo, that 
bare heaven opened to your faith, if you had but 


faith to ſee it? There is never a ſoul in hell but 


knows, by this time, that it was a mad exchange 
to let go heaven for fleſhly pleaſure, and that it is 
not a little mirth, or pleaſure, or worldly riches, or 
hbonour, or the good will or word of men, that will 
quench hell fire, or make him a ſaver that loſeth his 
| ſoul: Oh! if you had heard what I believe, if you 
had ſeen what I believe, and that on the credit of 
the word of God, you would ſay there could be no 
#aſon to Warrant a man to damn his ſou] : you durſt 


—— 
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not ſleep quietly another night before your had re- 


ſolved to turn and live, 


If you ſee a man put his hand into the fie till it 


burn off, you will marvel at it; but this is a thing 
that a man may have reaſon ſor; as biſhop Cranmer 
had when he burnt off his hand for ſubſcribing 
to Popery. If you ſee a man cut off a leg or arm, 
it is a ſad ſight ; but this is a thing that a man may 
have a good reaſon for; as many a man doth to ſave _ 
| bis life. If you ſee a man give his body to be burnt 
to aſhes, and to be tormented with racks, and re- 
fuſe deliverance when it is offered, that is a hard caſe. 


to fleſh and blood: but this a man may have good 
reaſon for; as you may ſee in Heb. xi. 33, 34 35, 36. 
and as many a hundred martyrs have done. But, for 


a man to forſake the Lord that made him, and for a 

man to run into the fire of hell, when he is told of it, 
and intreated to turn that he may be ſaved; this is a 

thing that can have no feaſon in the world, that is 
' reaſon indeed, to juſtify or excuſe it. For heaven 


will pay for the loſs of any thing that we can loſe to 
get it; but nothing can pay for the loſs of heaven. 

I beſeech you now let this word come nearer to 
your hearts, As you are convinced that you have 


no te aſon to deſtroy yourſelves, ſo tell me what rea- 
ſon have you to refuſe to turn, and live to God? 
What reaſon have the verieſt worlling, or drunkard, 
or ignorant careleſs ſinner of you all, why you ſhould 
nut be as holy as any you know, and be as careful 


for your ſouls as any other? Will not hell be as hot 


to you as to others? Should not your own ſouls be 
as dear to you as theirs to them? Hath not God as 


much authority over you? Why then will you not 
become ſanctified people as well as they? 

O Sirs, when God bringeth the matter down to 
the very principles & nature, and ſhews you that 
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you have no more reaſon to be ungodly than you 


have to damn your own fouls! if yet you will not vr 
 underffand and turn, it ſcems a deſperate caſe that 
vou are in. And now, either you have reaſon for 


what you do, or you have not: if not, will yon go 
on againſt reafon itſelf? Will you do that which 


you have no reaſons for? But, if you think you have, 
produce them, and make the beſt of your matter. 
Reaſon the caſe a little with me, your fellow. crea- 
ture, which is far eaſier than to reaſon the caſe with 
God. Lell me, man, here, before the Lord, as if © 


thou wert to die this hour, why fhouldſt thou not 
reſolve to turn this day, before thou ſtir from the 


place thou ſtandeſt in? What reaſon haſt thou to de- 


ny, or to delay? Hatt thou any reaſon that ſatisfieth 
thine own conſcience for it? Or any that thou dareſt 


own anc plead at the bar of God? If thou haſt, let 
us hear them, bring them forth, and make them: 
good. But, alas! what poor tuff, what nonſenſe in- 
ſtead of reaſons, do we daily hear from ungodly 


men? Bur far their necellity . 1 ſhould be aſhamed to 
name them, 


— Due Git 20 IF anne ſtall be hack but ſuch 


converted and ſanctified ones as you talk of, then 


| Heaven would be but empty, then God help a great 


many. 


What! py ſeems you think that God doth not 
3 or elſe that he is not to be believed! Meaſure 


not all by yourſelves; God hath thouſands and mil- 
lions of his ſanctified ones; but they are few in com- 


pariſon of the world, as Chriſt himſelt hath told us, 
Mart. vii. 13, 14. Like xii. 32. It better beſeeme 
you to make that uſe of this truth which Chriſt | 


teacheth you: * Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate; 


for ſtrait is the gate, and nairow is the way that 
lead b unto life. and ſew chere be that find it; but 
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vide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to de- 


ſtruction, and many there be that go in thereat,” Zuke 


xXili. 22, 23, 24.—** Fear not, little flock, (ſaith Chriſt 
do his ſanctified ones) for it is your Father's good ; 
owe to give you the kingdom,” Luke xii. 322. 
Object. 2, 1 am ſure if ſuch as 1 go to hell, we 
5 mall have ſtore of company. 


Anſ. And will that be any eaſe or comfort to you? 


Or do you think you may not have company enough 

in heaven? Will you be undone for company? Or 
will you not believe that God will execute his threat- 
nings, becauſe there be ſo many that are rar! Bo 
| All theſe are filly unreatonable conceits. | 


Object. 3. But are not all men iuners, even the 


' beſt of you a? | 


Anſ. But all are not unconverted ſinners. The 


godly live not in fins; and their very infirmities are 

their grief and burden, which they daily long, and TE 
pray, and ſtrive to be rid of, Sin hath not domi- - 
nion over them. 5 


Object. 4. 1 do not ſee char 1 are any t 


ter than other men; they will over-reach, and op- 


preſs, and are as covetous as any. , 
Anſ. Whatever hypocrites are, it is not ſo with 


_ thoſe chat are ſanctified, God hath thouſands and 
ten thouſands that are otherwiſe ; ; though the mali- 
cious world doth accuſe them of what they can ne» 
ver prove, and of that which never entered into their 

hearts. And commonly they charge them with 
heart ſins, which none can ſee but God; becauſe 
they can charge them with no ſuch wickedneſs in 
their lives as they are guilty of themſelves. 


Object. 3. But I am no whoremonger, nor drunk- 


ard, nor oppreſſor, and therefore way ouldeſt | : 
thou call me to be converted? 
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Anſ. As if you were not born after the fleſh, and 
had not lived after the fleſh, as well as others! 1s it 
not as great a fin a+ any ot theſe, for a man to have 
an earthly mind, and to love the world above God, 
and to have an unbelieving unhumbled heart? Nay, 
let me tell you more; that many perſons, that 
avoid diſgraceful ſius, are as faſt glued to the world, 
and as much ſlaves to the fleſh, and as ſtrange to God, 
and adverſe to heaven in their more civil diſcourſe, 
as others are in their more mern and notorious 
ſius. | 
Object. 6. But I mean. „ any harm, nor do 
I any harm; and why then ſhovld God condemn me? 
Anſ. ls it no harm to negle& the Lord that d.ade 
thee, and the work for which thou cameſt into the 
1 world, aud to prefer the crea. me before the Crea or, 


and to neglect grace that is daily offered thee ? It is 


the depth of thy ſinfulneſs to be inſenſible of it; the 
dead feel not that they are dead. If once thon wert 
made alive, thou woulcſt ſee more amiſs in thyſelf, 
and marvel at thyſelf for making ſo light of it. 


Ob jeci. 7. think yon would make men mad un- 


der pretence of converting them; it is encugh to 
rack the brains of ſinful people, to muſe ſo much ON 
matters too high for tbem. | 

Anſ. 1. Can you be niadder than you are 1 1 


Or at leaſt, can there be a more dangerous madneſs 


than to ue glect your e weltare, and wilfully N 
undo vourſelves? | 
2. A man is never well in his wits til he be con- 


verted; he never knows God, nor knows an, nor 


| kaows Chriſt, nor knows the world, nor himſelf, nor 
What his buſineſs ie on earth, ſo as to ſet himfelf 
abont it, till he be converted, The ſcripture faith, 
& That the wicked are unteaſonable men,” TA 
ili. 2. and, © That the wiſdom of the world is fout- 
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iſnneſs with God,” 1 Cor. i. 20 and Luke xv. 17. 
It is ſaid of the prodigal, that, „ when he came to 
himſelf,“ he reſolved to return. lt is a wiſe worid, 
when men will diſobey God, and run ha hell for 
: ſear of being out of their wits, 

3. What is there in the work that Chriſt calls you, 
that ſhould drive a man out of his wits? Is it the 


loving of God, aud calling upon him, and comfort- 


able thinking of the glory to come, and the forſaking 
of our fins, and loving oe another, and delighting 
_ ourſelves in the ſervice of God? Are theſe ſuch t thi ugs 
as ſhould make men mad? _ | 5. 
4. And whereas you tay that theſe matters are too 
high for us, you accuſe God himſelt for making this 
our work, and giving us his word, and com nand- 
ing all that will he bleſſed ro meditate on it day and 
night. Are the matters which we are made for, and 
which we live for, too high for us to meddle with? 
This is plainly to unman us, and to make brutes of 
us, as if we were like them that muſt meddle with 
no higher matters than what belongs tv fleſh and 
earth. If heaven be too high for you to think on 
and provide for, it will be too high for you ever to 
Lew” | | 
| If God ſhould fometimes fi Fer any weak- 


* perſuns to be diſtracted by thinking of eternal 


things; this is becauſe they miſunderſtand them, and 
run without a gnide; and, ot the two, 1 had rather 
be in the caſe of ſuch a one, than of the mad uncon- 
verted world, that take tl eir dutraction to be their 
wiſdom. | | „„ 
Object. 8. 1 do not thing that God cares ſo mnch 
What men think, or ſpeak, or do, a3 to make 59 
_ great a matter of it. 0 e | 
Auſ. It feems, then, you take the word of Cod 
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to be falſe, and then what will you believe? But 


your own reaſon might teach you better, if you be- 
lieve not the ſcriptures : for you ſee God ſets not fo 


: | light by us, but that he vouchſafeth to make us, and 


ſtill preſerveth us, and daily upholdeth ns, and pro- 
videth for us; and will any wiſe man make a curi- 
dus frame for nothing? Will you make or buy a 
clock or watch, and daily look to it, and not care 
Whether it go true or falſe? Surely, if you believe 


not a particular eye of Providence obſerving your 


hearts and lives, you cannot believe or expect any 
particular Providence to obſerve your wants aud 
troubles to relieve you. And, if God had fo little 
cared for you as you imagine, you would never have 
lived till now; a hundred diſeaſes would have ſtriven 


Which ſhould firſt deſtroy you; yea, the devils would 


have haunted you, and fetched you away alive, as 


| the great fiſhes devour the leſs, and as ravenous birds a 
5 2 beaſts devour others. Lou cannot think that 


God made man for no end or uſe; and, if he made 
him for any, it was ſure for himſelf. And can you 


think he cares not whether his ends be accompliſhed, _ 


and whether we do the work that we are made for? 5 
Vea, by this atheiſtical objection, you make God N 
to have made and upholden all the world in vain. 


For, what are all other lower creatures for, but for 


man? What doth the earth, but bear and nouriſh _ 
us? and the beaſts do ſerve us with their labouts and 
lives: and ſo of the reſt. And hath God made ſo 
_ glorious a habitation, and ſet man to dwell in it, 
and made all his ſervants, and now doth he look for 
nothing at his hands? nor care how he thinks, or 
ſpeaks, or lives ? This is moſt unreaſonable. 

Object. 9. It was a better world when men did 
not make ſo much ado in religion. 


Anſ. 1. It hath ever been the cuſtom to | praiſe 
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the times paſt, That world, that you ſpeak of, was 
_ wont to ſay, it waz a better world in their forefa- 


thers' days, and ſo did they of their forcfathers: 


This is bat an old cuſtom, becanſe we al feel the evil 


of oar 01 en tim es, but we ſee not that Which was 
pet us, „ | CD 
Perhaps you ſpeak as you think: worldlings 


ink the wortid is at the belt, when it is agreeable 
tothe minds, aid whon they hie most mirth and 
world!y pleaſure. Aud | dont noi but the devil, 2s 


well 5s you; would ſay, that het it 428 a better 
world, tor the: \e hid more f. vice and lefs diſtarb- 


f | e E 0 1 18 
8 ance. | But Lite ward IS at He be: il When G. To 8 


- 


molt loved, regarded; aud obeyed, . Ad how ele. 


» 


will you kiow & hen the world is Nes. Fo Ty dad, but 


by this? ; . 
O0j: bt. 10. There are for many ways 2nd i religions 
that we KO not w! SR to be of, and therefore de 


Wil even be as w2 ar 


Anſ. Becauſe Ms: are man y, will von 50 9 that 


Way Tier You may ne ſute is * 9 ? None ate far. 


ther out ut the way than woridiy, flethly, uncor- 


verted finners;. tor, they do hot only err in this or 
tilat opinion, EI 10 The very [cone and drift ut their 


5 


lives, If you were going a journey, that your ate 


lay on, Would YOu + fon Or turn again, because you 
met with ſome croſ3-ways, or becaute you ſaw (ome 
traveilers go the horſe way, and ſome he foot May, 


and ſume. perhaps break over the bedg. „ yea, and 


ſome miſe the way? or would you not rather ve the. 


more careful to inquire the way ? If you have fore 
ſervants that know not bow to do your We ik rigtic, 
and ſoine that are untaithſul; would you take it 


well of any of the reſt that would theretoie be jale, 
and ao you no ſervice, becanſe they ice che lte {it ſo bad? 


& 3 
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| Objea. 11. I do not ſee that it goes any better 
With thoſe that are ſo godly than with other men; * 


they are as poor, and in as much trouble as others. 
Anſ. And perhaps in much more, when God ſees 


it meet, They take not earthly proſperity for their : 


wages; they have laid up their treaſures and hopes 
in another world, or elſe they are not Chriſtians in- 


. Ceed; the leſs they have, the more is behind, and 1 


they are content to wait till then. | 
Objed. 12. When you have ſaid all that you can, 
I am reſolved to hope well and truſt in God, and do 
as well as I can, and not make fo much ado. = 
Auſ. 1. Is that doing as well as you can, when 8 
you will not turn to God, but your heart is agaiuſt 
his holy and diligent ſervice i f It is as well as you: 
will indeed, but that is your miſery. 


2. My deſire is, that you ſhonld hope and eall- 1 


: in God: But, for what is it that you would h. ape? 5 


js it to be ſav _d, if you turn and be ſanctified? For 


this you have God's promiſe, and therefore hope for 
it, and ſpire not, But if you hope to be ſaved, © 
without converſion and a holy life, this is not to 


hope in God, but in Satan, or yourſelves ; for Gd 


bath given you no ſuch promiſe, but told ycu the 
contrary; but it is Satan, and felf-love, that made 
vou ſuch promiſes, ard raiſed you to ſuch hopes, 
Well, f theſe and fuch as theſe, be all you have to 

ſay againſt converſion and a holy lite, your ail is 

nothing, end worſe than nothing: And if theſe, and 

ſuch as thele, ſeem reaſons ſufficient to perſuace you 
to forſake God, and caſt yourſelves into hell, the 
Lord deliver you trom ſuch reaſons, and from ſuch 
blind underſtandings, and from ſuch ſenſeleſs hard- 
ened hearts. Dare you ſtand to aver any one of 
theſe reaſons at the bar of God? Do you think it 
will then ſerve your turn to ſay, Lord, I did not 
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turn, becauſe I had ſo much to do in the warls: or 


becauſe I did not like the lives of ſome prote 3 4 
or becauſe | ſaw men of ſo many minds?” -O how. 
_ eaſily will the light of that day ſhame ſuch reaſon- 


ings as theſe ! Had you the world to lock aiter ? Let 


the world which you ferved now pay you your wa- 
ges, and fave you if it can, Had you not a better 


world to look after fiift? And were you not com- 


maiided, to © ſeek firſt God's kingd m and righie- 
- oufnels; aud promiſed that other things ſhould be 
added to you?” att. vi. 33. And were ye not 
told, © that godlineſs was profitable to all things, 


having the promiſe of this life, and that which is 
| 
to me 22? 1 Tim. iv. 8. Did the fins of prot: fors 


binder you? You ſhould rather have been the more 
needtul, and learned by ther fes to beware, aud 
have been the more careful, and not the mot e cre 
leſs. It Was the Scripture, and hot their lives, that 
Was your rue. Did the many «pivions of the world 


hinder you? Why the Scripture, that was your rule, 


did teach you but one way, avd that was the right 


way; if you had followed that, even in ſo much as 
was plain and eaſy, you ſhould never have miſcarried. 


Will not ſuch anſwers as theſe filence you ? It 4hele 


will not, God hath thofe hat will ; when be gſketh 
the man, Hatt. xxXxi1. 12. Friend, how comeit 
thou in hither, not having on a wedGing-garmett 3 


That is, what doſt thou iv my church among pro- 


feſſed Chriſtians, withont à holy heart and lif- ? 


What anſwer did he make? Why ihe text faith, be 


was ſpeechleſs; he had nothing to fay, The clcar- 


neſs of the caſe, and the Majeſty of God, will hen 


eaſily ftcp the mouths of the muſt confident of you, 


tho” you will not be put down by any thing we can 
ſay to you now; but will make good your cauſe, be 
it ever fo bad. I know already, that ucver a redaſon 
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_ that now you can give me will do you any good at J 
laſt, when your caſe muſt be opened before the Lord 
and all the world. Nay, 1 ſcarce think that your 
_ own conſciences are well ſatisfied with your reaſons, 
For, it they are, it ſeems then you have not ſo much 
as purp fed to repent. But, if you purpoſe to re- 
pent, it ſeems you do not put much confidence ian 
your reaſous which you bring againſt it. What ſay 
you, unconverted ſinners? Have you any good rea- 
ſion to give, why you ſhould not turn, and preſently 5 
turn, with all your hearts? Or will you go to hell in 
deſpite of reaſon itſelf? Bethink you what you do 
in time, for it will ſhortly be too late to bethink 
you.—Can you find any fault with God, or his 
Work, or wages? ls he a bad maſter? Is the devil, 
whom you ſerve, a better? ls the fleſh a better? ls 
there any harm in a holy life? Is a life of worldlineſs 
and ungodlineſs better? Do you think in your con- 
ſciences, that it would do you any harm to be con- 
verted and live a holy life? What harm can it do 
you? Is it harm to you to have the ſpirit of Chriſt 
within you? And to have a cleanſed purified heart ? 
If it be bad to be holy, why doth God ſay, “ Be ye 
: holy, for I am holy,” 1 Pet. i. 15, 16. Lev. xx. 7. 
Is it evil to be like God? Is it not faid, “that Cod 
made man in his own image ?*? Why this holineſs i is 
his image. This Adam loſt, and this Chriſt by lis 


word and Spirit would reſtore to you, as he doth to 


all that he will ſave, Why were you baptized into 
the Holy Ghoſt ? and why do yon baptize your chil- 
__ dren into the Holy Ghoſt as your ſanctifier, if you. 

will not be faoRtified by him, but think it hard for 
you to be ſanCtified ? Tell me truly, as belore the 
Lord, tho? you are lothe to live a holy life, had you 
not rather die in the caſe of thoſe who do ſo than of 
others? If you were to die this day, had you not ra- 
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| ther die i in the caſe of a converted man than of an un- 
converted? Of a holy and heavenly man than of a 


carnal earthly man? And would you not ſay, as Ba- 


| laam, Numb. xxiii. 10. Let me die the death of 


the righteous, and let my laſt end be like his?“ 


And why will you not now be of the mind that youu | 


will be of then? Firſt or laſt you muſt come to this, 


either to be converted, or wiſh you had been when 
it is too late, But, what is it that you are afraid of 
lloſing if you turn? ls it your friends? you will but 
change them; God will be your friend, and Chriſt, and 

; the Spirit, will be your friend, and every Chrittian 
wuo.ill be your friend. You will get one friend that will 
ſtand you in more ſtead than all the friends in the 


world could have done. The friends you loſe would 


have enticed you to hell; but could not have deli- 


1 vered you: But the friend you get will ſave you 
5 from hell, and bring you to his own eternal reſt. 


& — —— ; 


ls it your pleaſure that you are atraid of loſing ? ? 


You think you ſhall never have a merry day again, 

if you once be converted, Alas! that you ſhovid 
think it a greater pleaſare to live in fooliſh ſports | 
and merriments, and pleaſe your fleſh, than to live 
in the believing thoughts of glory, and in the love 
of God, and in righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoft, in which the ſtate of grace conſiſt- 
eth! Rom. xiv. 17. If it be a greater pleaſure to 


you to think of your lands and inheritance (if you 
were lords of all the country) than it is to a child to 


play lor pius; why ſhould it not be a greater joy to 
you to think of the kingdom of heaven being yours | 


than all the riches or pleaſures of the world? As it 


is bur tooliſh childiſhneſs that makes children ſo de- 


light in toys that they would not leave them for all 
your laud, ſo it is but fooliſh worldlinefs, fleſnlineſs, 


and wickedneſs, that make you tv much delight in 
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: your houſes, and lands, and meat, and drink, and 
_ eaſe, and honour, as that you would not part with 


them for the heavenly delights. But what will you 
do for pleaſure when theſe are gone? Do vou not 


- think of that? When your pleaſures end in horror, 
and go out with a ſtinking ſnuff, the pleaſures of 
the ſaints are then at the beſt. I have had myſelf 
but a little taſte of the heavenly pleaſures in the 


fuorethoughts of the bleſſed approaching day, and in | 
the preſent perſuaſions of the love of God in Chriſt; 
but I have taken too deep a draught of earthly plea- 


_ ſures, ſo that you may ſee, if I be partial, it is on 
your ſide; and yet I muſt profeſs, from that little 


experience, that there is no compariſon, —There is 
_ More joy to be had in a day, (if the ſun of life ſhine 


| clear upon us) in the ſtate of holineſs, than in a 
whole life of finful pleaſures, I had“ rather be a 


_  door-keeper in the houſe of God, than to dwell in 
the tents of wickedneſs,” (Pſalm Ixxxiv. 10.) A 
day in his courts is better than a thouſand any where 
elſe,” Pſalm lxxxiv. 13. The mirth of the wicked _ 
is like he laughter of a madman, that knows not 
bis own miſery; and therefore Solomon ſaith of ſuch _ 
laughter, it is mad, and of mirth, what doth it?“ 
Eccle/* ii. 2. and Eccleſ. vii. 2, 3, 4; 5, 6. It is 
better to go to the houſe of mourning than to go to 
the houſe of feaſting; for that is the end of all men, 
and the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is 


better than laughter; „for by the ſadneſs of the 
- countenance the heart i is made better, The heart 


of the wiſe is in the houſe of mourning ; but the 


Heart of fools is in the houſe of mirth. It is better 


do hear the rebuke of the wiſe, than to hear the ſong 


of fools; for as the crackling of thorns under a pot, 


fo is the laughter of the fool”? All the pleaſure of 
fleſhly things is but like the ſcratching of a man that 
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18 hath the itch; it is his diſeaſe that makes him deſire 
it; and a wiſe man had rather be without his plea- 


ſure than be troubled with his itch, Your loudeſt. 


laughter is but like a man that is tickled ; he laughs. 


when he hath no cauſe of joy. Judge, as you are 


men, whether this be a wiſe man's part. It is but 
your carnal unſanCtified nature that makes a holy 


life ſeem grievous to you, and a courſe of ſenſuality 
ſeem more delightful. If you will but turn, the 


Holy Ghoſt will give you another nature and incli- 
nation, and then it will be more pleaſant to you to 
be rid of your ſin than now it is to keep it; and you 
will then ſay, that you knew not what a comfort.ble 


life was till now, and that it was never well with _ 


you till God and holineſs were your delight. 


Queſt, But how cometh it to paſs, that men ſhould 
be ſo unreaſonable in the matters of ſalvation? They 


have wit enough in other matters, what makes them _ 
ſo luthe to be converted, that there ſhould need fo 


many words in ſo plain a caſe, and all will not do, 8 


but the moſt will live and die uncopverted ? 


Anſ. To name them only in a few words, the 


5 cauſes are theſe: 


8 1. Men are naturally) in love with earth and fleſh, 
and their nature hath an enmity to God and godlineſs, 


as the natme of a ſerpent hath to a man: And when 


all that we can ſay goeth againſt an habitual inclina- 


tion of their natures, no marvel if it little prevail. 


2. They are in darkneis, and know not the very 


things which they hear. Like a man that was bora 

blind, and he. s a high commendation of the Jight : 

But what will hearing do unleſs he ſces it? They 
know not what God is, nor what is the power of 


the croſs of Chriſt, nor what the ſpirit of holineſs is, 
nor what it is to live in love by faith; they know 


ot the cer part, and ſuitabieneſs, and W : 
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of the heavenly inheritance. They know not what 


converſion, and a holy mind and corverſation, are, 


even when they hear of them, They are in a miſt 


of ignorance. They are loſt and bewildered in ſin; 


like a man that hath loſt himſelt in the night, and 


_ knows not where he is, nor how to come to himſelf 


again till the day-light do recover him. 5 
3. They are wiltully confident, that they need no 


couverſion, but ſome partial amendment; but that | 
they are in the way to heaven al:eacy, and are con · 


verted when they are not. And, if you meet a man 


har is quite out of his way, you may long enough 
call on him to tun back again, if he wall not be- 


lieve you that he i ont of the way. 


4. They are become flaves to their gebb. and 
drowned in the world to make proviſion for it. 
Their lutts, and paſſions, and appetites, have diſ- 
tracted them, and got ſaci a hand over them, that 

they cannot tell how to deny them, or how to mind |} 

any thing elſe. So that the drunkerd ſaith, © 1 love 

a cup of good drink, and 1 cannot forbear it.” The 


glutton faith, © I jove good cheer, and 1 cannot for- 


dear.“ The tornicator faith, * 1 love to have my luſt 


fulfilled, and | cannot forbear.? And the game- 
{ter loves to have his ſports, and he cannot forbear. 


So that they are become even captivated {laves to 


their fl-th, and their very wiltuluzſs is become an 
impotency; and what they would not do, they fay 
they cannot. And the worldling is ſo taken up with 


__ earthly things, that he hath neither heart nor time | 
for heavenly; bur, as in Pharach's dream, Gen. 
xli. 4. The lean kine cid eat up the fat oues,“ ſo. 


this , = and bairen earth doth eat up all rhe 


| Thoughts of heaven, 


g. Some are fo carried away by the fiream of evil 
compauy, that they are poſſeſſed with hard thoughts 
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of a godly life, by hearing them ſpeak againſt it; or 
at leaſt, they think they may ventme to do as they 


ſee moſt do, and fo they hold on in their fintul ways; 


and when one is cut off and caſt into hell, and ano- 


ther ſnatched away from among them to the ſame 
condemnation, it doth not much dauat them, be- 
cauſe they ſee not whither they are gone. Poor 


wretches, they hold on in their ungodlineſs, for all 


this; for they little know that their companions are 
now lamenting it in torments. In Luke xvi. the rich 
man in hell would fain have had one to warn his 

* five brethren, leſt they ſhould come to that place of 

torment. It is like, he knew their minds and lives, 
and knew that they were haſting thither, and little 


dreamed that he was there, yea, and would little 


have believed one that ſhould have told them fo, 1 
remember a paſſage that a gentleman yet living told 
nme that he ſaw upon a bridge over the Severn o. 


A man was driving a fluck of fat lambs, and ſome- 


thing meeting them and hindering their paſſage, one 
of the lambs leaped upon the wall of the bridge, aud, 
bis legs fl pping from under him, he fell jato the 


ſtream ; the reſt ſeeing him, did one after one leap 


over the bridge, and were all, or aluult all drown-. 
ed, — Thoſe that were behind did little know what 
was become of them that were gone before, but 
thought they might venture to follow their compa- 


nions; but, as ſoon as ever they were over the wall, 


and falling headlong, the caſe was altered. Even fo 
it is with unconverted carnal men. One dieth by 


them, and drops into hel}, aud another follows the 
lame way ; and yet they will go after them, becauie 
they think not whither they ace gone. Oh but when 


death hath once opened their eyes, and they fee what 


Mr. R. Rowter, of Shr:n: bury, upon Acham Bridge, | 
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is on the other ſide of the wall, even in another world; 


then what would they give to be where they were! 


6. Moreover, they have a ſubtile malicious ene- 
my, that is unſeen of them, and plays his game in 


the dark; and it is his principal buſineſs to hinder 


their converſion, and therefore to keep them where N 
they are, by perſuading them not to believe the | 
Scriptures, or not to trouble their minds with theſe |\ 
matters; or by perſuading them to think ill of a 


godly life, or to think that it is more ado than need-, 


aud that they may be ſaved without converſion, 4 : 
without all this ſtir; and that God is ſo merciful, 


that he will nat damn any ſach as they; JE Se leaſt, 


that they may flay a little longer, and take their : 


_ pleaſure, and follow the world a little longer yet, 


and then Jet it go, and repent hereafter: And, by 
ſuch deluding cheats as theſe, the devil keeps the | 
mioſt in his captivity, and leadeth them to his miſe- 
ry. Theſe, and ſuch like impediments as theſe, do 


keep ſo many thouſends unconverted, when God 
| hath done ſo much, and Chriſt hath ſuffered ſo much, 


and miniſters have ſaid ſo much for their converſion; 
when their reaſons are ſilenced, and they are not 
able to anſwer the Lord that calls after them, ** Turn 
ye, turn ye, why will ye die?” yet all comes to 


nothing with the greateſt part of them; and they 


leave us no more to do, after all, but to fat down, 


and lament their wilful miſery. 
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Ezrx. XRX1i1. 11. 


Fay unto ths. As I Hoe, ſaithi the Lord God, I hin 


no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and ſive: Turn ye, 
turn ye, fiom your evil ways; for, — wal ye me | 
0 houſe of Israel! „ | . 


HAvk ſheun you the realorablenels of God's : 


commands, and the unreaſonableneſs of wicked 


men's diſobedience, If nothing will ſerve the turn, 
but men will yet refuſe to turn, we are next to con- 


ſider who it is long of if they be damned. And this 
brings me to the laſt doctrine, which is, 


* Doct. 7. That if, after all, theſe men will not 


turn, it is not long of God that they are condemned, 


but of themſelves, even their own wilfulneſs. They 
die, becauſe they will die; that is, becauſe they will | 
not furn. 


If you will 30 to hell, wha remedy ? > God "SAY 85 


N acquits himſelf of your blood ; it ſhall not lie on him 
if you be loſt. A negligent "miniſter nay draw it 
upon him; and thoſe that — you, or hinder 

[ 


you not in fin. may draw it upon them; but, be ſure 


ol it, it ſhall not lie upon God, Saith the Lord, 


concerning his unprofitable vineyard, Jaiab v. 2, 3» 
4+ Judge, I pray yoo, betwixt me and my vine- 


yard, what could have been done more to my vine- 
yard: that I have not done in it? When he had plant- 


ed it in a fruitful ſoil, an fenced it, and gathered 
out the ſtones, and planted it with the choiceſt 


vines,” © Hat mould he have done more to it? He 
. . 


2 — 
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bath made you men, and endowed yon w ith reaſon ; 
he hath furniſhed you with all external neceſſaties, 
he hath given yon a righteous perfect law: When 
you had broken it, and undone yourſelves, he had 
pity on vou, and fent his Son by a miracle of con- 
deſcending mercy to die tor you, and be a facrifice 

for your fins, and he © was in Chrilt reconciling the | 
world to himſelf.” "The Lord Jeſus hath made you 
2 deed of gift of himſelf, and eternal life with him, 
on the condition you will but accept it and return, 
He hath, on this reaſonable condition, offered you 

the free pardon of all your fins; he hath written this 
in his word, and ſealed it by his Spirit, and ſent it 


vou by his miniſters; they have made the offer to 


you, (many a time) and called you to accept it, and 
to turn to God. They have in his name intreated 
| you, and realoned the cafe with you, and anſwered | 
all your frivolous objections. He hath Jong waited 
on you, and Raid your leiſure, and ſuffered you to 
a abuſe him to his face. He hath mercifully ſuſtained 
you in the midſt of your fins : he hath compaſſ.d you 


about with all forts of mercie: : He hath alſo inter- | 


mixed aff: ctions to m ind you of your folly „and call 
you to your wits; and his ſpirit hath been often 
ſtriving with your hearts, and ſaying there.“ Turn, 
inner, turn to him that calleth thee : whither art 
thou going? What art thou doing ? Dott thou know 
what will be the end? How long wilt thou hate thy 
friends, and love thine enemics > When wilt thou let 
0 all, and turn, and deliver up thyſelf to God, and : 
give thy Kedeemer: LIC pciietion of thy ſoul ? W. en 
mall it one be?“ 'Ibeſe plradings have been uſed 


with thee: And when thou haſt delaved, thou hatt 


bern orged to make hy 55 AG God bath called to 


thee, ©* lo- day, while it is cntied to-day, harden ot] 
thy heart: * by not now without t ang more deiay f 


WM] | | h | * 
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n; | Life hath been ſet before you, the joys of heaven 
*S, | have been opened to you in the goſpel; the certainty 
en | of them have been manifeſted ; the certainty of the 
ad _ everlaſting torments of the damned hath been de- 
n- |  clared to you. Unleſs you would have had a fight. 
ce of heaven and hell, what could you defire more? 
te | Chriſt hath heen, as it were, ſet forth crucified before 
on | youreyes, Cal. iii. 1. You have been a hundred 
m, | times told that you are but lo men until you come 
n. unto him. As oft as you have been told of the evil 
ou ol fin, of the vanity of the world, and all the plea- 
ms | \fſvres and wealth it can afford, or the ſhortnels and 
Un uncertainty of your lives, and the endleſs duration of 
two |} the joy or torment of the life to come. All this, and 
nd | more than this, have you been told, and told again, 
ed | even till you were weary of hearing it, and till you 
ed could make the li ghter of it, becauſe you have ſo of- 
ed | ten heard it, like the ſmith's dog, that is brought by 
to | cuſtom to ſleep under the noiſe of the hammers, and 
ed | when the ſparks do fly about his ears; and, though 
_ = all this have not converted you, yet you are alive, 
er- and might have mercy to this day, if you had but 
all hearts to entertain it. And, now let reaſon itſelf be 
en judge, whether it be long of God or ycu, if after all 
„ this you will be unconverted and be damned? It you 
art | die now, it is becauſe you will die. What ſhould be 
3 ſaid more to vou? or what courſe ſhould be taxen 
by | that is likely to prevail? Are you able to ſay, and 
let make it good, We would fain have been convert- 
nd \ «ed, and become new creatures, but we could not; we 
en would fain have forſaken our fins, but could not; 
ed | wc would have changed our company and cur 
aſt | thoughts, and our diſcourſe, but we could not?“ — 
Why could not you if you would? What hindered 
t | you, but the wicketneſs of your hearts? Who forced 
ff 3. Ly 
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vou to ſin? or who did _ vou back from duty? 
Had not ycu the ſame teaching, and time, and liber- 


ty, to be godiv, as your 5 d neighbours. had? 
Why then could not yon have been godiy as well as 
they ? Were the church-doors ſhot againſt you? or 
did you not keep away yourſelves? or at and ſleep. 
or hear as if vou did not hear ? Did 15 hes put in any 
exceptions againit you in his word, when he invited 
finners to return; an when he wee appr to 
thoſe that do return? Did ne ſay, © 11] pardon 
all that repent except ihee ?” Did he ſhut ou out 
from the liberty of bis holy worſhip ? Did he forbid 


you to pray to him any more than others? You 
know he did not. God did not drive you away. 


« 


from him, but you forfook him, ant ran aua t 


ſelves. And, when he called you to ht 1: 
not come.—If God had excegted vou out of 
neral promiſe and offer of mere V Or had faid t. > YOU, 
« Stand off, I will have nothing to do with ſuch a8 
you} pray Bot To me, for J Will 1101 he ar YOu ib 10 


rep” nt never ſo niuc h, and cry tor mercy never o 1 
much, I will not regard you. lf Go bad le t you 


3 nothing to traſt to 52 © ves Ye ration, then you had bad 


a fair . You might have ſaid, Jo what 


— yon via J repent: and turn, when it Will do no 


good? P— But this was not your caſe. You might or 
have had Chriſt to be your Lord and Saviour; as 


5 well as „others, and YOu would not; becauſe you felt 
not yourſelves ſick enough for the phy ſician, and be- 

cauſe you could not fpare your diſcaſe: In your 
hearts you ſaid, as thoſe rebels, Lale xix. 1 4+ « We 
will not have this man to teign over us. Chnit 


« would have gathered you uade r the wings of his 


| ſalvation, and vou would not,” AMzr. x XXIll. 37.— 
What defires of your wellare did the Lord expreſs in 
his holy word! With what compathon did Le ftand 


Ou wou d 


the ge- 


: Pſalm Ixxxi. 13. 
in this people, that they would fear me, and keep all 


after vanity „ and 105 Haken me?“ 
calleth our as it «cre to the brutes, to hear the con- 
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over you and fay, © O that my people had hearken- 
ed unto me, and that they had walked in my ways!” 


„O that there were ſuch a heart 


127 


my commandments always, that it might be well 
with them and with their children for ever!” Dent. 
v. 20. O that they were wiſe, that they under- 


ſtood this! and that they would conſider their latter 
end!“ Deut. xxx111. 29. He would have been your 


God, and done all for you that your ſouls could well 
defire ; but you loved the world and your fleſh above 


him, and therefore you would not hearken to him; 
though you complimented with him, and gave him 
bigh titles, yet, when it came to the cloſing, “ you 


weuld have none of him,” Pſalm Ixxx1. 11, 12. 
« No marvel, then, if he g gave you up to your own 


Ivfts, and FEM u alked in your OWn counſels.“ — He 5 
condefcencs to reaſon, and pleads the caſe with you, 
and aſketh you, “ What is there in me or my ſervice, 


that you ſtould be ſo much againſt me? What harm 


have I done thee, finner? Have I deſerved this un- 
Lind dealing at thy hand? Many mercies have 1 


ſheu u thee ; for which of them doſſ thou thus deſpiſe 
me? Is it £ or is it Satan that is thy enemy? Is it I, 
or is it thy carnal ſelf, that would undo thee? Is it a 


holy life, or a lite of fin, that thou haſt cauſc to fly 
from ? 


ſeif, by forlab ing me, the Lord, 
; e thee, | 


edneſs cortect thee, and thy ſin reprove thee, that 


if thou he undone, thou procureſt this to thy- 
that would bave 
Fer. ii. 17. Doth not thy own wick- 
thou mayeſt ſee that it is an evil and bitter th ing that 
thou haſt forſaken me?” Jer. li. 19. What ini- 
quity have vou found in me, that you have followed 
Jer. i 11. 5,6. He 5 


troverſy he fath 2ga:nſt you, Micab vi. 3, 4. 5. 
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« Hear, O ve mountains, the Lord's controverſy, 
and ye ſtrong foundations of the earth, for the Lord 
God hath a controverſy with his people, and he will 
plead with Iſrael. O my people, what have I done 


unto thee, and wherein have I wearied thee ? Teſtify 
againſt me, for I brought thee up out of the land of 


Egypt, and redecmed hee, Sc.“ «© Hear, O hea- 


vens, and give car, O earth, for the Lord hath 
| ſpoken it. | have nouriſhed and brought up chil- 

dren, and they have, rebelled againſt me. "The ox 
 knoweth his owner, and the als his maſter's crib ; but 
Ifrael Goth not know, my people doth not confider! : 
Ah, finful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a 


ſeed of evil- -GOers, Sc. Jjaiah i. 2, 3, . Do 7 
thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh pevple and unwiſe? 


1s not he thy father that bought ther? Hath he not 
made thee, and eſtabliſhed thee?” Deut. xxii. 6. 


When he ſaw that yon forfook lime ven for nothing, 


and turned away from your Lord and life, to hunt 
alter the chaff and feathers of the world, he told you 
of your folly, and called you to a more profitabls 


employ ment, /ſaiah lv. 1, 2, 3. © Wherefore do 
vou ſpead your money for that which is not bread, 


and vour labour for that which ſatisfieth not? Hear. 
en diligently unto me, and eat ve that which is good, 


and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline 


your ear, and come unto me: Hear, and your ſoul 


Hall li ve, and I will make an everlaiting covenant 
Vith you, even the ſure mercies of David. — Seek ye 
the Lord while he may be found : Call'ye upon him 

while he is near. Let the wicked forſake his way, 


and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 


return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don, wr. 6, 7. and fo Iſaiab i. 16, 17, 18. And, 


when you would not hear, what complat nts han e you 
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put him to, charging it on you as your wilfulneſs 
and ſtubbornneſs! Jer. ii. 12, 13.“ Be aſtoniſhed, 
O heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid For, 


my people have committed two evils; they have for- 
ſiken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed 


them out ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no 


Water.“ — Many a time bath Chrift proclaimed that 


free invitation to vou, Row. xxii. 17. Let him 


| that is athirſt come; and whoſoever will, let him 


take the water of life freely.” But you put him to 
complain after all his offers: They will not come 
to me, that they may have life, Jo v. 40. He hath 
invited you to feaſt with him in the kingdom of his 


grace, and you have had excuſes from your grounds, 
and your cattle, and your worldly buſineſs; and, 


when you would not come, you have ſaid you could 


not; and provoked him to reſolve that you ſhould _ 
never taſte of his ſupper, Luke xiv. 15, 24. And who 

is it long of now but yourſelves ? and what can we 
ſay is the chief cauſe of your Camnation, but your 
own wills? yon will be damned. The whole cafe is 
laid open by Chriſt himſelf, Prov. i. from the 2oth _ 


to the end. Wiſdom crieth without, ſhe uttereth 
her voice in the ftreets, ſhe crieth in the chief place 
of concourſe : How long, ye ſimple ones, will you 
love fimplicity, and the ſcorners delight in their 
ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn ye at my 
1eproot ; behoid I will pour out my ſpirit unto you, 
and I will make known my words unto you. Be- 


cauſe I have called and ye refuſed, I have tretched 


out my hands, and no man regarded, but ye have ſet 
at noug it all my counſel, and would none of my re- 


+ proofs; I alſo will lavvh at your calamity, I will 


mock when your fear cometh, when your fear cometh 
as deſolation, and your deſtruction cometh 2s a 


 whirlvind, When diſtreſs and anguiſh come upon 
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you, then ſhall they call upon me, but I will not an- 


ſwer: They ſhall ſcek me early, but they ſhall not 


find me. For that they hated knowledge, and did 
not chooſe the fear of the Lord, They would none 


of my counſel; they defpiſed ail my reproof: There- 


fore ſhall they cat of the fruit of their own way, and 


be filled with their own devices. For, the turning 


away of the limple ſhall flay them, and the proſperity | 


of fools ſhall deſtroy them. Bit whoſo hearkeneth 
to me ſhall dwell fy, and ſhall be quiet from tl. 

- fear of evil.” Il thought beſt to recite the whol- text 
at large to you, becaule it doth fo tully ſhew the 


cauſe of the Aera ion of the world. It is not be- | 


cauſe God would not teach them, but becauſe they 


would not learn. It is not becauſe God would not 


call them, but becauſe they would not tura at his re- 
g proof. Their is their —— ES 


USE 


> Pi what has bw ſaid, you may far ther learn 


5 theſe following things : 


1. From hence you may lee, not only what blaſ- 
phemy and impi-ty it is to lay the blame of men's 
deſtruction gpon God, but alſo, bow unfit theſe. 


wicked wretches are to bring in ſuch ach arge againſt 


their Maker. They cry out upon God, and ſay, he 
gives them not grace, and his threatnings are ſevere, : 
and God forbid that all ould be damned that be 


not converted and fanctified : and they think it a 


hard meaſure th: at a ſhort ſin fhov!d have an endleſs 
ſuffering ; ; and it they be damned they ſay they can- 
not help it; when in the mean time they are buſß 
about their own deſtruction, even cutting the throat 
of their own ſoul:, and will not he perſuaded to hold 
their hands. The) ink God were cruel if he ſnould 
dainn them; and yet they are ſy cruel ro themſelves, - 
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that they will run into the fire of hell; when God 


hath told them it is a little before them, and neither 
intreaties, nor threatnings, nor any thing that can be 


ſaid, will ſtop them. We ſee them almoſt undone; 
their carcleſs, worldly, fleſhly lives do tell us, that 
they are in the power of the devil; we know, if they 


die before they are converted, all the world cannot 
ſave them; and, knowing the uncertainty of their 
lives, we are afraid every day left they drop into the 
fire. And, therefore, we intreat them to pity their 
own ſouls, and not to undo themſelves, when mercy. 
is at hand; and they will not hear us. We intreat 


them to caft away their fin, and come to Chriſt with- 


out . and to have ſome mercy on themſelves; 
but they will have none. And yet they think that 
Ged muſt be cruel if he condema them. O wilful 
. miſerable finners! It is not God that is cruel to yu: 
it is you that are cruel to yourſelves. You are told 
that you muſt turn or burn, and yet you turn vat. 


You are told, that if you will needs keep your ſins, 


you ſhall keep the curſe of God with them; and yet 

| you will keep them. You are told that there is no 
way to happineſs but by holineſs; and yet you will 
not be holy. What would you have God {ay more 

to you? What would you have him to do with his 


mercy ? He offereth it to you, and you will not have 


it. You are in the ditch of fin and miſery, and he 
| would give you his hand to help you out, and you | 


refuſe his help : he would cleanſe you of your fins, 


and you had rather kcep them. You love your Juſt, 
Þ and you love your gluttony, and ſports, and Jrunken- 


neſs, and will not let them go. Would you have him 


bring you to heaven whether you will or not? Or 


would you have him bring vou and your fins to hea- 
ven together? Why, that is an impoſſibility : ou 


* as well exper he ſhould turn the : fun into Cark- 


— — 2 


— — — — — — 
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neſs. What! an unſanctified fleſhly heart to be in 
heaven! it cannot be. There entereth nothing 


that is unclean, New. xxi. 17. For what com- 


munication hath light to daikneſs, or Chriſt with ' 


Belial ?” 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. * All the day long hath 


be ſtretched out his hands to a diſobedient and gain- 


ſaying people,” Rom. x. 25. What will ye do now? 


Will you cry to God for mercy? Why God calleth 
upon you to have mercy upon yourſelves, and . u 


will not. Miniſters ſee the poiſoned. cup in the 
drunkard's hand, and tell him, There is poiſon in 
it, and defire him to have mercy on his ſoul, and for- 


bear; and he w ill not hear us: drink it he muſt aud 


will; he loves it; and therefore, though hell come 


next, he ſaith he cannot help it. What ſhould one 
ſay to ſuch men as theſe? We tell the ungodly care- 


leſs worldling, it is not ſuch a life that will ſerve the 
turn, or ever bring you to heaven. If a bear were 


at your back, you would mend your 2 and, when 
the curſe of God! is at your back, and Satan and hell 
are at your back, will you not ſtir, but ak, What 
needs all this ado? Is an immortal fuul of no more 
worth? Oh! have mercy upon yourſelves! But they 


will have no mercy on thermfclyes, nor once regard 
us. We tell them, the end will be bitter. Who can 
dwell with everlaſting fire? And yet they will bave 


no mercy upon them{zlves. And yet will theſe poor 


wretches ſay, that G d is more mercitul than to con- 
denn them, when it is themſclves that cruelly and 


unmercifully run upon condemnation; and if we 
ſhould go to them, and intreat them, we cannot ſtop 
them. If we ſhould fall down on our knres to them, 
we cannot ftop them; but to hell they will IJ and 
yet will not believe chat they are going thitber. If 


we beg of them, for the ſake of God that made them, 
and pteſerveth them; tor the fake of Chili, that died 
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for them ; for the ſake of their own poor ſouls, to 
_ Pity themſelves, and go no farther in the way to hell, 
but come to Chriſt while his arms are open, and en- 
ter into the ſtate of lite while the door ſtands open, 


and now take mercy while mercy may be had; they 


| will not be perſuaded, It we ſhould die for it, we 
cannot get them ſo much as now and then to conſider 
with themſelves of the matter, and turn. And yet 
they can ſay, «I hope God will be werciful.” Did 


you never conſider what he ſaith, 1/aiah xxvii. 11. 


elt is a people of no underſtanding, therefore he 
that made them will not have mercy on them; and 
he that formed them will ſhew them no tavour. . It 
another man will not clothe you when you are naked, 
and feed you when you are hungry, vou will ſay be 
is unmerciful. If he ſhould caſt you into a priſon, 
or beat or torinent you, you would ſay he is unmerci- 
ful. And yet you will do a thouſand times more 
{ againſt yourſelves, even caſt away both ſoul and body | 
for ever, and never complain of your own unmerci- 


fulneſs. Yea, and God, that waited upon you all 


the while with his mercy, muſt be taken to be un- 
merciful if he puniſh you after all this. Unleſs the 


Holy God of heaven will give theſe wreiches leave 


| to trample upon his Son's blood, and with the Jews, 
{ as it were, again to ſpit in his face, and do deſpite 
| to the ſpirit of grace, and make a jeſt of fin, and a 

mock at holineſs, and ſet more light by ſaving mercy _ 
than by the filth of their fleſhly pleaſures ; and unleſs, 
after all this, he will fave them by the mercy which 
they caſt away, and would none of; Gcd himſelf 


muft be called unmerciful by them. But he will be 


| juſtified when he judgeth, and he will not ſtand or fall 


at the bar of a ſinful worm. I know there ate many 


particular cavils that are brought by them againſt the 
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Lord; but I ſhall not here ſtay to anſwer them parti- 
cularly, having done it already in my T reatiſe 4 


Judgment, to which 1 ſhall refer them. Had the dif- 
puting part of the world been as careful to avoid ſin 


and deſtruction as they have been buſy in ſearching. | 
alter the cauſe of them, and forward directly to im- 
pute it to God, they might have exerciſed their wits 


more profitably, and have leſs wronged God, and 


ſped better themſelves. When ſo ugly a monſter az 
_ fin is within us, and ſo heavy a thing as puniſhment | 
is on us, and fo dreadful a thing as hell is before us, 
one would think it would be an eaſy queſtion, who is 
in the fault, and whether God or man be the princi- 
pal or culpable cauſe? Some men are ſuch favourable 


judges of themſelves, that they are proner to accuſe 


the infinite perfection and goodneſs itſelf than their 
don hearts, and imitate their firſt parents, that ſaid, _ 
The ſerpent tempted me, and the woman that 
thou gavelt me gave unto me, and I did eat; '— 
ſecretly implying that God was the cauſe. So ſay 
they, the underſtanding that thou gaveſt me was 
unable to diſcern; the will that thou gaveſt me was 


unable to make better choice ; the objects which thou 


didſt fer before me did entice me; the temptation 
which thou didſt permit to aſſault me prevailed againſt 


”, 


me.“ And ſome are fo lothe to think that God can 
make a ſelf-determinate creature, that they dare nut 
deny bim that which they take to be his prerogative 


to be the determiner of the will in every fin, as the 
firſt efficient immediate phyſical cauſe. And many 
would be content to acquit God from ſo much rauſ- 


ing of evil, if they could but reconcile it with his 
being the chief cauſe of good: as if truths would 


be no longer truths if we are unable to ſee them in 


their perfect order and coherence; becauſe our ravel- 
led wits cannot ſet them right together, nor aſſign 
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each truth its proper place, we preſume to conclude 


that ſome muſt be caſt away. This is the fruit of 
proud ſelt-conceitedneſs: when men receive not 


God's truth as a child his leflon, in a holy ſubmiſſion 


to the omniſcience of our teacher, but as cenluters | 


that are too wile to learn, 


Ob fecł. But we cannot convert ourſelves ; eill God 
convert us: We can do nothing without his 
grace: It is not in him that willeth, nor in him that 
-| runneth, but in God that ſheweth mercy. | 
Anſ. God hath two degrees of mercy to ſhew ; the 
mercy of converſion firſt, and the mercy of ſalvation 


laſt : The latter he will give to none but thoſe that 
will turn and run, and hath promiſed it to them only, 
The former is to make them willing that are unwil- 


ling; and though your own willingneſs and endea- 
yours deſerve not his grace, yet your wilful refuſal 


© 


deſerveth that it ſhould be denied to you, Your dif- 
ability is your very unwillingneſs itſelf, which excuf- 
eth not your fin, but maketh it the greater. You could 

turn if you were but truly willing; and, if your wills 


themſelves are ſo corrupted, that nothing but effectual 
grace will move them, you have the more caule to 
ſeck for that grace, and yield to it, and do what you 


can in the uſe of means, and not neglect it, or ſet. 
againſt it. Dc what you are able firſt, and then 


complain of God for denyi ing you grace if you have 


- cauſe, | 
Obje&. But you "UN to intimate. all tbis while 
that men bath tree- will, | | 
Anſ. The diſpute about free-will is beyond your 
capacity. I ſhall therefore now trouble you with 
no more but this about it. Your will is naturaily 8 - 
free, that is, a ſelf determining faculty, but it is 


viciouſly i clined, and back ward to do good; and 
= | „ 
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therefore we ſee, by ſad experience, that it hath not 
a virtuous moral freedom. But that is the wicked- 
deſs of it which deſerveth the puniſhment. And I 


pray you let us not befool ourſelves with opinions, 
Let the caſe he your own. If you had an enemy fo 


malicious that he falls upon you, and beats you eve- 
ry time he meets you, and takes away the lives of 


__ your children, will you excuſe him, becauſe he ſaith, 


« | have not free-will, it is my nature; | cannot 


chooſe, unleſs God gives me grace.*” lt you have a 


ſervant that robbe h you, will you take ſuch an an- 
ſwer from him ? M ght not every thiet and murderer, 


that is hanged at the aſſize, give ſuch an aiiſwer ? © I 
have not free will; 1 cannot change my own heart! 
What can I do without God's grace?“ And ſhall 
they therefore be acquitted ? If not, why then ſhould 


you think to be ä for Aa n of 1: * . | 


the Lord! 0 


2. From hence alſo you may alive theſe three. 1 
things together. 1. What a ſubtile tempter Satan 


is. 2. What a deceitful thing ſin is. 3. What a 
fooliſh creature corrupted man is. A ſubtile tempter 


indeed, that can perſnade the greateſt part of the | 


world to go wiltully into everlalting fire, when they 
have ſo many warnings and diſſuaſives as they have, 
A dcceitful thing is ſin indeed, that can bewi:ch fo 


many thouſands to part with everlaſting life, for a 


thing ſo baſe and utterly unworthy ! A tooliſh crea- 


ture is man indeed, that will be cheated of his ſal- 


vation for nothing, yea, a known nothing; and that 


by an enemy, aud a kiown enemy, You would 


think it impoſſible that any man is his wits ſhould be 
perſuaded, for a trifle, to caſt himſelf into the fire, 
or water, or into a coal-pi', to the deſtruction of 
his life. And yet men will be enticed to caſt them- 
_ ſelves into hell, If your natural lives were in your 
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own hands, that you ſhould not die till you ſhould 
kill yourſelves, how long would moſt of you live ? 
And yet, when your everlaſting life is ſo far in your 


own hands, under God, that you cannot be undone _ 


till you ando yourſelves, how few of you will for- 


bear your own undoing ? Ah! what a filly thing is 
man! and what a bewitching aud en thing 7 
is fin ! | 

3. From hence alſo you may learn, tha? it is no 
great wonder if wicked men be hinderers of others 


in the way to heaven, and would have as many un- 


converted as they can, and would draw them i to 


ſin, and keep them in it! Can you expect that they 


_ ſhould have any mercy on others, that have none 


upon themſelves? and that they ſhonid fo much 


Mick at the deſti uction of others, that flick not to 
deſtroy themſelves? They do no worte by others . 
than they do by themitlves., TE wy 
4. Laſtly, you may hence learn, that the 3 5 
enemy to man is himſelf; and the greateſt judgmeut 
in this life, that can befa] him, is to be leit to him- 
ſelf; and that the great work that grace hath to do, 
is to ſave us from ourlives ; and the greateſt accuſa- 
tious and complaiuts of men ſhovld be againtt theme | 
ſelves;, and that the greateſt work that we have to 
do ceurſelves, is to rift ourſelves; and the greateſt. 
enemy that we ſhould daily pray, 26d watch, and 
_ tftrive againſt, is our own carnal hearts aud wills; 
and the greateſt part of your work, if yon will do 
good to others, and help them to heaven, is to {ave __ 
them from themſelves, even from their own blind 
__ underſtandings, and corrupted wills, and perverſe 
affe ctions, and violent paſſious, and norvly ſenſes, I. 


only name all theſe for brevity fake; and leave them 


to your farther coulideration, | 


M3 
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WELL, Sirs, now we have found out the great 


delir quent and murcierer of ſouls, (even men's ſelves, 
their own wills) what remains but that you judge 
according to the evidence, and confeſs this great ini - 
quity before the Lord, and be humbled for it, and 
do ſono more? To theſe three ends diſtinctly, I ſhall 
add a few words more.—1. Farther to convince you. 
2. To humble you, And 3. To reform you, if there 


be yet ahy hope. 


1. We know ſo much of the 8 gracious bo 
nature of God, who is ſo willing to do good, and 


delighteth to ſhew mercy, that we have no reaſon to 
ſuſpect him of being the culpable cauſe of our death, 
or to call him cruel: he hath made all good, and he 


preſerveth and maintaineth all; the eyes of all things 


do wait upon him, and he giveth them their meat in 


due ſeaſon; he openeth his hand, and Catisfieth the 
deſires of all the living, P/al. cxlv. 15, 16. He is 
not only © righteous in all his ways (aud therefore 


will deal juſtly) and holy in all his works, (and 


therefore not the author of fin) but he is alſo good to 
all, and his tender mercies are over all his works,” 


Pſalm cx]v. 17. 19. But, as for man, we know his 


mind is dark, his will perverſe, his affections carry 
bim. ſo headlong, that he is fitted by his folly and 


corruption to ſuch a work as the deftroying of bim 


ſelf. If you ſaw a lamb lie killed in the way, would 
you ſooner ſuſpect the ſheep, or the dog or wolf, ro | 
de the author of it, if they both ſtand by? Or, if 


vou ſee a houſe broken, and the people murdered, 
would you ſooner ſuſpect the prince, or judye, that 

is wiſe and juſt, and had no need; or a knowa thief 
or murderer ? I ſay therefore a: James i. 13, 14, 1g. 


tempied of God,“ for God cannot be tempted with 
evil, neither temp eth he any man, (to draw him to 


Let no man ſay, when he is tempted, that he is 
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ſin) but every man is tem2ted when he is drawn. 


away of his own Inſt, and enticed. Then, when 
luſt hath conceived, it trivge*th torth fin; and fin, 


when it is finiſhe:l, bringeth forth death. You fee 


here, that ſin is the brat of your concupiſcence, aud 
not to be fathered on God; and that death is the 
offspring of your own fin, and ihe fruit which it will 
yield you as ſoon as ripe. Yuu have a treaſure of 
evil in yourſelves, as a [{pider hath. poiſon, wh=:ce 

you are bringieg forth hurt to yourſelves, and ipin- 
ning ſuch webs as entangle your own fonls. Your 
nature ſhews it is you tha? are the cau'e, 

2. It is evident, that 50 are your Own deflrovers, | 
in that yor are lo ready to certain any temptation 
_ almoſt that i. offered you. Satan is ſcarce readier 
to move you to any evil than you are ready to hear 
and to do as he would have you If he would tempt 


your underitanding to error ani prejudice, un 


yield. If he would hinder yon from good reſolu- 
tions, it is ſoon done. If he would cool any good 
deſires or affe ctious, it 1s foon done. H he would 
kindle any luit, or vile affections, or defires in you, 
it is ſoon dove, If he wil put you on to evil thoughts, 
or deeds, you are io free, that he needs not rod or 


ſpur. It be would keep you trom holy thoughts, 


aud words, and weve: a litdle doth it, you need no 
curb- Lou examine not his ſuggeitions, nor reſiſt 


them with any retotution; nor caſt chem out as he 


caſts them in, nor en the ſparks wich he en- 
deavonreth to ki::-ite; but you ſet in with him, and 
meet him e and embrace his notions, and 
tempt him to tempt you, And it is ealy to catch 
ſuch greedy fiſh that ace tauging kor a bait, aud will 
take the bare hook. 
3 Your deſtruction is evidently long of e 
in that you refiit all that would help do ſave ws | 
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and would do you good or hinder you from undo- 
ing yourſelves, God would help and fave you by his 


word, and you reſiſt it; it is too ſtrict for you. He 


would {anRify you by his Spirit, and you refiſt and 


quench it. If any man reprove you for your fin, 
you fly in his face with evil words; and if he would 
draw you to a holy life, and tell you of your preſent 


danger. you give him little thanks, but either bid him 


lock to himſelf, he ſhall not anſwer for you; or 


elle, a! beſt, you put bim off with a heartleſs thank, 
and will got turn when you are perſuaded. If mi- 
niſters would privately inſtru and kelp you, you 


will not come at them; your unhumbled ſouls do fect 
but little need of their help. If they would catechiſe 
you, yon are too old to be catechiſed, though you 


are not too old to be ignorant and unholy. What- 


ever they can ſay to you for your good, you are ſo 
Felt-conceited and wiſe in your own eyes, (even in the 
depth of ignorance) that you will regard nothing that 
agreeth not with your picſent conceits; but coutra— 


dict your teachers, as if you were wiſer than they * 


you reſiſt all that they can ſay to you, by your igno- 
rauce, and wilfulneſs, and fooliſh cavils, and fhift- 
ing evaſens, aid outhankfu} rejections; ſo that no 
good that is offered can find any welcome accep- 
tance and entertainmeut with you. | 
4. Moreover it is apparent tat you are ſelf- deſtroy- 


ers, in that you draw the matter of your fig aud de- 


ſtruction even from the bleſſed Ged himſelf. Yona 


like not the contrivarce of his wiſdom; you like | 


nat his juſtice, but take it for cruelty ; you like not 


his holineſs, but are ready to think he is ſuch a one 
as yourſelves, P/a.m l. 21. and make as light of 


fin as yon; you like not his truth, but would have 


his threatnings, even his peremptory threatnings 


prove falſe. And bis goodueſs, which you ſeem moſt 
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higuly to approve, you partly refit, as it would 


lead you to repentance, and partly abuſe, to the 


ſtrengthening of your (in, as if you might freely An, 8 
becauſe God is mercitel, and becauſe bis grace doth 
ſo much abound. 


5. Yea, you fetch deſtruction from the bleſſed 
Rs, and death from the Lord of life himſelf, 


And nothing more emboldeneth you in fin than that 
Chriſt hath died for you; as if now the danger of 
death were over, and vou may boldly venture: As 
if Chriſt were become a ſervant to Satan and your 
| fins, and muſt wait upon you white you are abuling 
him; and becauſe he is become the phyſician of ſouls, 


and is able to ſave to the utmoſt all that come to God 


by him, you think he muſt ſuffer you to refuſe his 
help, and throw away medicines, and mull fave you | 
whether you will come to God by him or not; ſo _ 
that a great part of your fins are occaſioned by your : 
bold preſumprion upon the death of Chriſt; not con» 
ſidering that he came to redeem his people from their 
ſins, and to ſanctify them a pecnliar people to himſelf, 
and to confirm them in holineſs to the image of their 
| heavenly Father, and to their head, Malt. i. 21. 
Tit. ii. 14. 1 Pet. i. 15; 16.00. iii. 10, ff. Phil. 
in. 9, 10. | 
6. You alſo fetch your own deſtruction from all 


the providences and works of God. When you think 


of his eternal fore-kuowledge and decrees, it is to 


harden you in your fin, or poſſeſs your mind with 


quarrelling thoughts, as if his decrees might {pare 


you the labour of repentance and a holy life, or 


elſe were the cauſe of your fn and death. if he 
; afflict you, you repine; it he proſper y on, you the 


more forget him, and are the ck Card: to the 
thoughts of the liſe to come, TI! the wicked profper, 


p ou tor get the end that will let all reckonzng ſtrait; 
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and are ready to think it is as Food to be wicked ”" 


_ godly, And thns yuu draw your death from all. 


- "Fo And the like you do from the creatures and {| 
mercies of God to you. He giveth them to you as 
the tokens of his love, and furniture of his ſervice, 


and yeu turn them againſt him to the pleaſing of 


your fleſh. You eat and drink to pleaſe your appe - 
tite, and not for the glory of God, and to enable 
you for hi work. Your clothes you abuſe to pride, 4 


_ Your riches draw your heart from heaven, Phil, ili. 


18. Your honours and applauſe do puff yet up. If 
you have wealth and ſtrength, it makes you more 
ſeeure, and forget your end. Yea, other men's mer - 

cies are abuſed by yon to your hurt, If you ſee 
their honours and dignity, you are provoked to en - 


vy them. If you ſee their riches, you are ready to 


covet them, If you look upon beauty, you are ſtir- 
red up to laſt. And it is well if gee be not an 
eye ſore to you. 


8. The very gifts FS God 8 on you, 1 


i the ordinances of grace which he hath inſtitated for 
his church, you turn to fin. If you have better parts 
thin others, you grow proud and ſelf-conceited, If 
you have bur common gifts, you take them for ſpe- |] 
_ cial grace. You t ke the bare hearing of your duty | 


for ſo good a work, as if it would excuſe you for 


not obeying it. Your prayers are ſo turned into ſin, ; 


| becauſe you regard iniquity in your hearts, P/a, Ixvi. 
18. And depart not from iniquity when you call 
on the name of the Lord,” 2 Tim. ii. 19. Your 


Prayers are abominable, e you turn away your 
ear from hearing the law,” Prov. xxviii. 9. And | 
are more ready to offer the facrifice of fools (think- 
ing you do God ſome ſpecial ſervice) than to hear his q 


Word and obey it,“ Ecelcſ. v. 1. 


9. Lea, the e you conver ſe with, and all | 
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their act ions, you make the occaſions of your fin and 
( _ them,—If they live ungodly, you imitate them, If 
boldly follow them. It the godly be few, you are 
exactly, you think they are too preciſe: if one of 
upon them, and turn away from holineſs, becauſe 


ranted to break your necks, becauſe ſome others have 


| If a hypocrite diſcover himſelt, you ſay, they are alike, 


| ſcarce ſlip into any miſcarriage, but, becauſe he cuts 


deer them, or are little more affected than the ſeats _ | 
the Chriſtian doctrine for them, which is moſt againſt i 
= 


f is ran 


tionadle doctrine of any of thoſe that jump not with 


deſtruction, If they live in the fear of God, you hate 


the wicked are many, you think you may the more 
the more emboldened to deſpiſe them. It they walk 
them fall in a particular temptation, you ſtumble 
that others are imperfectly holy; a: if you were war- 
by heedleſſueſs ſprained a ſinew or put out a bone. 
and think yourſelves as honeſt. A profeſſor can 
his finger, you think you may boldly cut your throats. 


If miniſters deal plainly with you, you ſay they rail. 
If they ſpeak gently or coldly, you either fleep un- 


you fit upon. If any errors creep into the church, 


ſome greedily entertain them, and others repraach 


them. And, if we could draw you from any auci- 


ent rooted error, which can but plead two, or three, 


or fix, or ſeven years cuſtom, you are as much of- 


fended with a motion for reformation as if you were 


to loſe your lives by it, and hold faſt old errors 


_ whilſt you cry out againſt new ones. Scarce a dif- 
ference can ariſe among the miniſters of the goſpel, 


but you will fetch your own death from it. And 
you will not hear, or at leaſt not obey, the unquel- _ 


your conceits. One will not hear a miniſter becauſe 
he ſaith the Lord's prayer; and another will not heat 


him becauſe he doth not uſe it. One will not hear 
| them that are for Epiſcopacy, and another will not 
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hear them that are againſt it. And, thus 1 might 


ſhew it you in many other caſes, how you turn all 
that come near you to your own deſtruction; ſo 
clear is it that the ungodly are ſelf-deſtroyers, and 


that their perdition is of themſelves, 
Methinks now, upon the conſideration of what i is 


_ faid, and the review of yCur own ways, yon ſhould | 
bethink you what you have done, and be aſhamed 
and deeply humbled to remember it, If you be not, 


I pray you conſider theſe following truths, 
1. To be your own deſtroyers is to fin vgainſt the 


deepeſt principle in your natures, even the principle _ 
of ſelf-preſervation. Every thing naturally deſreth 


or inclineth to its own felicity, welfare, or perfec- 
tion. Ard will you {et yourſelves to your own de- 


| ſtruction? When you are commanded to love your 
neighbours as yourſelves, it is ſuppoſes that you na- 
 .__ turally love yuurſelves, But if you love your neigh- _ 


bours na better than yourſelves, it ſeems you would 
have all the world be damned, 


2. How extremely do you croſs your own inten- 


tions! I know you intend not your own damnation, 
even When you are procuring it. You thick you 
are but doing good to yourſelves, by gratifying the 
defires of your fleſh : but, alas! it is but a diaught 
ol cold water in a burning fever, or, as the ſcratch- 
ing of an itching wild fire, which increaſeth the dif- 


eaſe and pain, If indeed yon will have pleaſure, or 


. profit, or honour, ſeek them where they are to be 


found, and do not hunt after them in the way to hell, 


3. What pity is it, that you ſh: uld do that ag2inſt 


vourſelves which none elſe in earth or heil cay do! 
I ali the world were combined againſt you, or all 
the devils in hell were combined againſt you, they 
could not deſtro y you without yourſelves, nor make 


vou au but by r en douient. And will you do 
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that againſt yourſelves which no one elſe can do? | 
' You have hateful thoughts of the devil, becauſe he 


is your enemy, and endeavoureth your deſtruction. 


And will you be worſe than devils to yourſelves ? 

Wp thus it is with you, if you had hearts to under- 

ſtand it, when you run into fin, and un from god- 
lineſs, and refuſe to turn at the call of God, yon do 


no more agaiaſt your own ſouls than men or devils 
could do beſides. And, if you ſhould ſet yourſelves 
and bend your wits to do yourſelves the greateſi miſ- | 


chief, you could not deviſe to do a greater. 


4. You are falſe to the truſt that God hath repo- 


9 ſed in you. He hath much entruſted you with your 
don ſalvation; and will you betray. your truſt? He 


hath ſer you with all diligence to keep your hearts ; . 
— is this the keeping of them ? Prov. iv. 23. 5 
. You do even forbid all others to pity yon 


E EY you will have no pity on yourſelves.—lf you 5 
cry to Ged in the day of your calamity, for mercy, 
' mercy; what can you expect but that he ſhould 


thruft you away, and ſay, Nay, thou wouldſt 


| | not have mercy on thyſelf: Who brought this 


upon thee but thy own wilfulneſs?” And, if 
your brethren ſee you everlaſtingly in miſery, how 


| ſhall they pity you, that were your own deſtroys | 


ers, and wou!d not be diſſuaded. | 
6. It will everlaſtingly make you your own tor- 


I mentors in hell to think on it, that you brought 


yourſelves wilfully to that miſery. O what a tortu- 


ring thought it will be for ever to think with your- 


ſelves that this was your own doing !—— That yon 
were warned of this day, and warned again, but it 


| would not do! That you wilfully ſinned, and wil- 


fully turned away from God! That yon had 
time az well as others, bot you abuſed it! ! That you 5 


had teachers as well a: others, but you refuſed their 
inſtructions! You had holy examples, but you did 


watching daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts of 


that hate me love death.“ 


work, my heart is troubled to think how 1 ſhall leave, 
leſt after this the fleſh ſhould ſtiil deceive you, and the 


of this, as knowing the obſtinacy of a carnal heart: 


eth:“ | have not with James and John deſired that 


While endeavouring! And O that it had been a need- 


not imitate them, Yon were offered Chriſt, and 
grace, and glory, as well as others; but you had 
more mind of your fleftily pleaſure, You had a 
price in your hands, but you had not a heart to lay 
it out, Prov. xvii. 16.—Can it chuſe but torment 
you to think of this your preſent folly ? O that your 
eyes were opened, to ſee what you have done in the 
wilful wronging of your own fouls! and that you _ 
better underitood thoſe words of God, Prov. viii. 
33, 34, 35, 36. Hear infiruction and be wiſe, 

and refuſe it not: Bleſſed is the man that heareth me, 


my doors: For, whoſo findeth me findeth lite, and 
ſhall obtain the favour of the Lord: But he that ſin- 
neth againſt me wrongeth his own ſoul ; All they 2 | 


And now I am come to the cells of this - 


world and the devil ſhould keep you aſleep, and! 
ſhould leave you as 1 found you, tili you awake in | 
hell: Though in care of your poor ſouls, 1 am afraid 


Vet I can ſay with the prophet Feremial, xvii. 16, 
„ have not deſired the woeful day, the Lord knows. 


& fice might come from heaven” to conſume them 
that refuſe Jeſus Chriſt, (Luke ix. 54.) but it is the 
preventing the eterna five that 1 have been all this 


leſs work! That God and conſcience might have been 
as willing to ſpare me this labour as tome of you _ 
could have been !—Dear friends! I am fo lothe you | 
| hould lie in everlaſting fire, and be ſhut out of he- 
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ven, if it be poſſible to prevent it, that I ſhall once 
More aſk you, what do you now reſolve? Will you 
turn or die? I look upon you as a phyfician upon 


his patient in a dangerous diſeaſe, that ſaith to him, 


* Though you are far gone, take bat this medicine, | 
and forbear but theſe few things that are hurtful to you, 
and I dare warrant your life: but if you will not 
do this, you are but a dead man.” What would _. 
you think of ſuch a man, if the phyſician, and all 
. the friends he hath, cannot perſuade him to take one 

medicine to ſave his life, or to forbear one or two |» 


poiſonous things that would kill bim? — This is 


your caſe, As far as you are gone in fin, do but 
now turn and come to Chriſt, ard take his reme- 


* " i — — — — — 


dies, and your ſouls ſhall live: Caſt up your deadly 


_ fins by repentance, and turn not tothe poiſonons vo-  - 
mit any more, and you ſhall do well. But yet, if 
it were your bodies that we had to deal with, we 

might partly know what te do for you: Though you 

would not conſent, you might be held or bound, 
_ while the medicine were poured down your throats, : 
and hurtful things might be kept from you: But 
about your ſoals it cannot be ſo ; we cannot convert 
you againſt your wills: There is no carrying mad- 
men to heaven in fetters; you may be condemned 
againſt your wills, becauſe you ſinned with your 
wills; but you cannot be ſaved againſt your wills, 
The wiſdom of God hath thought meet to lay men's 
ſalvation or deſtruction exceedingly much npon the 
choice of tteir own wills; that no man ſhall come 
to heaven, that chooſes not the way to heaven, and 
no men ſhall come to hell, but ſhall be forced to ſay, 
1 have the thing I choſe, my own will did bring 
me hither.” Now if I could but get you to be will- 
ing, to be thoroughly, and reſolvedly, and habitually 
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| willing, the work were more than half done.-And, 
alas! muſt we loſe our friends, and muſt they loſe 
their God, their happineſs, their fouls, for want of 
this? Oh! God forbid! It is a ſtrange thing to me, 
that men are ſo inhuman and ſtupid in the greateſt 
matters, that in leſs things are very civil and cour- 
teous, and good neighbours, For ought I know, 1 
have the love of all, or almoſt all my neighbours, ſo 
far, that if | ſhould ſend to any man in the town, cr 
paoariſn, or country, and requeſt a reaſonable courteſy 
df them, they would grant it me; and when 1 come 
to requeſt of them the greateſt matter in the world, 
for themſelves, and not for me, 1 can have nothing 
of many of them but a patient hearing. 1 know 


not whether people think a man in the pulpit is in 


good ſadneſs or not, and means as he ſpeaks; for l 
think I have few neighbours, but, if 1 were ſitting 
familiarly with them, and telling them of what 1 
have ſeen, or done, or known in the world, they 
would believe me, and regard what I fay : But wben 
] tell them, from the infallible word of God, what 


they themſelves ſhall ſee and know in the world to 


come, they ſnew by their lives that they do either 
not believe it, or not much regard it. If I met ever | 
'a one of them on the way, and told them, yonder 


is a coal- pit, or there is a quickſand, or there are 


thieves lie in wait for you, | could perſuade them to 
turn by: But, when | tell them that Satan lieth in 
wait for them, and that ſin is poi ſon to them, aud | 
that hell is not a matter to be jeſted with, they go 


on as if they did not hear me.—Truly, neighbours, 


1 am in as good earneſt with yon in the pulpit as ! 
am in any familiar diſcourſe, and, if ever you will 


. regard me, I beſeech you let it be here. | think | 


there is never a man of you all, but, if my own ſoul 
lay at your wills, you would be willing to fave it, 
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(though 1 cannot promiſe that you would leave your 


ſins for it.) If I come hungry or naked to one of your 
_ doors, would you not part with more than a cup of 


drink to relieve me? I am confident you wovld; 
if it were to ſave my life, I know you would (ſome 

of you) hazard your own, And yet, will you not 
be intreated to part with your ſenſual pleaſures for 


your own ſalvation? I profeſs to you, Sirs, I am as 
hearty a beggar with yoa this day, for the ſaving ot 


your own ſouls, as | would be for my own ſupply, 


if I were forced to come begging to your own doors, 


And, therefore, if you would hear me then, hear 


me now: if you would pity me then, be intreated 


no to pity yourſelves, I do again beteech you, as 


3 it were on my bended knees, that you would 


hearken to your Redeemer, and turn, that you may 


 live—All you that have lived in ignorance, core- 
leſſneſs, ard preſumption, to this day; all you that 


have been drowned in the cares of the world, and 


have no mind for God and eternal glory; all you. 
that are enſlaved to your fleſhly deſires of meats and 
drink, ſports and luſts; and all you that know not 
the neceſſity of holineſs, and never were acquainted. 
with the ſanctifying work of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
your ſouls; that never embraced your bleſſed Redee - 


mer by a lively faith, and with admiring and thank- 


ful apprehenſions of his love, and that never felt a 


higher eſtimation of Cod and heaven, and a heartier 
love to them, than to your fleſhly proſperity and the 
_ things below: | earneſtly beſeech you, not only for 
my ſake, but for the Lord's fake, and for your ſouls? 

ſake, that you go not one day longer in your ſormer 
condition, but look about you, and cry to Ged for 
converting grace, that you may be made new crea- 


tures, and may eſcape the plugucs that are a litile 


#7: 


A A Call to the Unconverted. [Ser. 4. 
| before yon. And, if ever yon will do any thing for 
me, grant me this requeſt, to turn from your evil 
ways and live, Deny me any thing that ever I ſhall 
_ aſk you for myſelf, if you will but grant me this. 

And if you deny me this, I care not for any thing 
elſe that you would grant me. Nay, as ever you 
would do any thing at the requeſt of the Lord that 
made you and redeemed you, deny him not this; 
for if you deny him this, he cares for nothing that 


for you at the hour of death and day of judgment, 
or in any of your extremities, deny not his requeſt 
now in the day of your pruſperity. O believe it, 
death and judgment, and heaven and hell, are other 
matters when yon come near them, than they ſeem 


| ſo well of all, I will hope that ſome of you are by 
this time purpoſing to turn and live, and that you 
are ready to ſay, God forbid that we ſhould chooſe 
__ deſtruction, by retufing converſion, as hitherto we 
have done.” 
If theſe be the thoughts and 8 of your hearts, 
I ſhall gladly give you direction what to do, and 
that but bricfly, tht you may the eaſier remember | 
M0 for your prectice. 


DIRECTION 4 


what, and from what, and to what, and by what, it is 
that you muſt turn. Conſider in what a lumen table con- 
dition you are till the hour of your converſion, that you 
may feel it is not a ſtate to be reſted in. You are under 
the quilt ef all the fins that ever you commiited; and un- 
der the wrach of God, and the curſe of his law; you are 
55 bond-flaves to the der , and daily 2 in bis work, 


you ſhall grant him, As ever you would have him | 
hear your prayers, and grant your requeſts, and do 


to carnal eyes afar off -— Well, tho* 1 cannot hope | 


| 1P you wall be converted and faved, kibour's to under- I 
ſtand the neceſſity and true nature of converſion; for 
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againſt the Lord, yourſelves and others; you are ſpiritu- 
ally dead and deformed, as being void of the holy life, 
and nature, and image of the Lord. You are unfit for 


any holy work, and do nothing that is truly pleaſing un- 
to God. You are without any promiſe or aſſurance f 
his protection, and live in continual danger of his juſtice, _ 


not knowing what hour you may be ſnatched away to hell, 


and moſt certain to be damned if you die in that condi- 
tion. Aud nothing ſhort of converſion can prevent it. 
Whatever civilities, or amendments, or virtues, are ſhort 
of true converſion, will never procure the ſaving of your 
| ſouls. Keep the true ſenſe of this natural miſery, and ſo 
of the neceſſity of converſion on your hearts. : 


And then you mult underſtand what it 13 to be con- 


|  verted: It is to have a new heart or diſpoſition, and a 


new converges... 5 
Queſt. 1. For what muſt you turn? 


= wo For theſe ends following, which you may attain : 
„ 


You ſhall immediately be made living members of 
Chriſt, and have an intereſt in him, and be renewed after 


the image of God, and be adorned with all his graces, and 


; 8 with a new and heavenly life, and ſaved from 
the N of Satan and the dominion of fin, and be juf- 
ti fie 


from the curſe of the law, and have the pardon f 


all the fins of your whole lives, and be accepted of God, 


and made his ſons, and have the liberty to call him Fa- 
ther, and go to him by prayer, in all your needs, with 


| a promiſe of acceptance; you fhall have the Holy Ghoſt 


to dwell in you, to ſanctify and guide you; you ſhall 


have part in the brotherhood, communion, and prayers 
of the ſaints; you ſhall be fitted for God's ſervice, and 


be freed from the dominion of fin, and be uſeful and a 
bleſſing to the place where you live, and ſhall have the 
promiſe of this life and that which is to come. You 
ſhall want nothing that is truly good for you, and your 
neceſſary afflictions you will be enabled to bear; you may 
have ſome taſte of the cummunion with God in the ſpirit, 
eſpecially in all holy ordinances, where God prepareth a 
feaſt for your ſouls; you ſhall be heirs of heaven while 


Jou live on earzh, and may foreſee by faith the everlaſting 


in this life you may receive. ne 5 3 

And then, 2. At death your ſouls ſhall go to Chriſt, 

and iat the day of judgment both ſoul and ody ſhall be 
juſtified and glorified, and enter into your Maſter's joy; 


* 
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greater than your miſery.—How precious is every one of 
theſe bleſſings, which I do but briefly name, and whick 


where your happineſs will conſiſt in theſe particulars, 
1. You hall 


_ thirſty, or weary, or ſick; nor ſhall you need to fear 


the knowledge, and love, and praiſes of the Lord. 


Redeemer, with all your holy fellow-citizens of heaven ; 


him everlaſtingly. | 


3. Your glory will contribute to the glory of the New 


than to have a private felicity to yourſelves... 


4 praiſes, and as he communicateth of his glory and good. 
- compliſhment of his glorious work, in the glory of the 
New Jeruſalem, and of his Son. All this, the pooreſt 
| beggar of you, that is converted, ſhall certainly and end- 
ily enjoy. | | | | ; 


word, from yeur carnal ſelf, which is the end of all the 


glory, and ſo may live and die in peace: and you ſhall 
never be ſo low, but your happineſs will be incomparably 


be perfected yourſelves :=-Your mortal 
bodies ſhall be made immortal, and the corruptible ſhall 
put on incorruption ; You ſhall no more be hungry, or 


either ſhame, or ſorrow, or death, or hell. Your fouls. 


ſhall be perfectly freed from ſin, and perfectly fitted for 
2. Your employments ſhall be to behold your glorious 
and to ſee the glory of the molt bleſſed God, and to love | 1 
him perfectly, and be beloved by him, and to praiſe 
Jeruſalem, the city of the living God; which is | more | 
4.̃. Your glory will contribute to the glorifying of your _ 
Redeemer, who will everlaſtingly be magnified and pleaſed 
in you that are the travail of his ſoul; and this is more 
than the glorifying of yourſelves. * 
5. And, the eternal Majeſty, the living God, will be 
glorified in your glory; hoth as he is Ia ye by your 


neſs to 2 and as he is pleaſed in you, and in the ac- | 


2. You ſee for what you mult turn: Next you SC | 
_ underſtand from what you muſt turn: And that is, in a 


unconverted. From the fleſh that would be pleaſed be- 
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known and wilful fins. 


fore God, and would ill be enticing you thereto, From 
the world, that is the bait; and from the devil, that is 
the angler for ſouls, and the deceiver., And fo from all 


3. Next you muſt know to what end you muſt tuin 1 


and that is, to God as your end, to Chriſt as the way to 
the Father; to holineſs, as the way appointed you by 


Chriſt, and to the uſe of all the helps and means of grace 
afforded you by the Lord. | | | 


J. Laſtly, you muſt know by what you muſt turn: 
And that is, by Chriſt, as the only Redeemer and Inter- 
FCedſſor; and by the Holy Ghoſt, as the ſanctifier; and by 

the Word, as his inflrument or means; and by faith and 
| repentance, as the means and duties on your part to be 


performed, All this is of neceſſity. 


2 5 * 


Direct. II. If you will be converted and ſaved, be 


much in ſecret ſerious converſation. Inconſiderateneſs 
| undoes the world. Withdraw yourſelves often into re- 
tired ſecrecy, and there bethink you of the end why you 
were made; of the life you have lived; the time you have 
| Joſt; the fin you have committed; of the love and ſuffer. _ 
_ ings, and fulneſs of Chriſt; of the danger you are in; 
of the nearneſs of death and judgment; and of the cer- 
tainty and excellency of the joys of heaven; and of the 


certainty and terror of the torments of hell; and eternity . 


| of both: and of the neceſſity of converſion and a holy life. 


Steep your hearts in ſuch conſiderations as theſe. 3 
Direct. III. If you will be converted and ſaved, attend 


| upon the word of God, which is the ordinary means. 
Read the ſcripture, or hear it read, and other holy wri- 


tings that do apply it: Conſtantly attend on the public 


4 52 of the word. As God will lighten the world 
dy the fun, and not by himſelf alone without it, fo will 
be convert and fave men by his miniſters, who are the _ 


lights of the world, As xxvi. 17, 18. Matt. v. 14. 
When he had miraculouſly humbled Paul, he ſendeth him 
to Ananas, Ads ix. 10. And, when he hath ſent an an- 
gel to Cornelius, it is but to bid him ſend for Peter, who 
is to tell him what he is to believe and do. , 


Dire. IV. ( Betake yourſelves to God in a courſe of 
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earneſt conſtant prayer. Conſeſs and lament your former 
lives, and beg his grace to illuminate and convert you. 
Heſeech him to pardon what is paſt, and to give you his 


Spirit, and change your hearts and lives, and lead you in 


y this 


his ways, and ſave you from . 3 open Andp 
work daily, and be not weary of it. 

Direct. v. © Preſently give over your known and wil- 
ful fins. Make a ſtand, and go that way no farther.— 


Be drunk no more, but avoid the place and occaſion of it, 

_ Caſt away your luſts and ſinful pleaſures with deteſtation, 
and fail no more; and, if you have wronged any, reſtore _ 
as Zaccheus did. If you will commit again your old fins, 
— what bleſſings can you expect on the means for converhon ? 


Direct. VI. Preſently, if poſſible, change your com- 
_ pany, if it have hitherto been bad.“ Not by forſaking 


your neceſſary relations, but your unneceſſary ſinful com. | 
4 join yourſelves with thoſe that fear the 
rd, and inquire of them the way to heaven, As ix. 


anions, an 


19, 26. Pſalm xv. 4. 


Dire. VII. „Deliver up yourſelves to the Lord Je- 
us as the phyſician of your fouls,” that he may pardon 


you by his blood, and ſanctify you by his Spirit, by his 
word, and miniſters, the inſtruments of the Spirit. He 


is the way, the truth, and the life; there is no coming to dl 
the Father but by him, Jobn xiv. 6. © Nor is there an 
other name under heaven by which you can be ſaved,” | 


Act, iv. 12. Study therefore his perſon and nature, and 


what he hath done and ſuffered for you, and what he is | 
to yous and what he will be, and how he is fitted to the 
ful | 4 | 


ſupply of all your neceſſities. 


Direct. VIII. If you mean indeed to turn and live, | 


Do it ſpeedily, without delay. It you are not willing 


to turn to day, you are not willing to do it at all.---Re- 


member you are all this while in your blood, under the | 
_ guilt of many thouſand fins, and under God's wrath, | 
and you ſtand at the very brink of hell; there is but a 

| ſep between you and death. And this is not a caſe for 


a man that is well in his wits to be quiet in. Up there- 


fore preſently, and fly as for your lives; as you would be 
gone out of your houſe, if it were all on fire over your | 
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heads.—0 if you did but know what continual dan 


you live in, and what daily unſpeakable loſs you do ſuſ- 
tain, and what a ſafer and ſwecter life you might live, you 


would not ſtand trifling, but preſently turn. Multitudes 
miſcarry that wilfully delay, when they are confinced 
that it muſt be done. Your lives are ſhort and uncertain ; 
and, what a caſe are ye in, if you die before you tho- 


roughly turn! You have ſtaid too Jong already, and 


wronged God too long ; fin getteth ſtrength and rooting 
while you delay. Your converſion will grow more hard 


and doubtful, You have much to do, and therefore put 


not all off to the laſt, let God forſake you, and give u 


up to yourſelyes, and then you are undone for ever. 
Direct. IX. If you will turn and live, do it“ unreſer- 

vedly, abſolutely, and uniy-rfally.” Think not to ca- 

pitulate with Chriſt, and divide your heart betwixt him 


and the world, and to part with ſome fins, and keep the 
. reſt; and to let go that which your fleſh can ſpare. This 

is but ſelf-deluding; you muſt in heart and reſolution 

\ forſake all that you have, or elſe you cannot be his diſci- 

ples, Luke xiv. 26, 33. If you will not take God and 
heaven for your portion, and lay all below at the feet of 


Chriſt, 'but you mult needs allo have your good things 


here, and have an earthly portion, and God and glory be 


not enough for you, it is in vain to dream of ſalvation on 
theſe terms, for it will not be. If you ſeem ever fo reli- 


Feuer if yet it is but a carnal righteouſne!s, and the 


eſh's proſperity, or pleaſure, or ſatety, be ſtill excepted 


in your devotedneſs to God, this is as certain a way to 


death as open profaneneſs, tho* it may be more plauſible. _ 


Direct. X. It you will turn and live, do it“ reſolved- 


ly,“ and ſtand not ſtill deliberating, as if it were a doubt- 


ful caſe. Stand not wavering, as if you were yet uncer- 
tain whether God or the fleſh be the bet er maſter; or 
whether heaven or hell be the better end; or whether fins 
or holineſs be the better way. But away with your for- 
mer luſts, and preſently, habitually, fixedly retolve. Be 
not one day of one mind, and the next of anctner, but be 
at a point with all the world, and reſolvedly give up your- 


ſalves, and all you have to God, Now while you are 


1 
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reading or hearing this, reſolve. Before you ſleep ano. 


ther night, reſolve. Before you ſtir from the place, re. 
ſolve. Before Satan hath time to take you off. reſolve. 
Lou never turn indeed till you do reſolve, and that with 
a firm unchangeable reſolution.— So much for the Di. 
rections. | 1 353% 
And now I have done my part in this work, that you 


may turn at the call of God, and live; what will become 


of it, I cannot tell: I have caſt the ſeed at God's com- 


mand, but it is not in my power to give the increaſe. I can 
go no farther with my meſlage : I cannot bring it to your 
hearts, nor make it work; I cannot do your parts for you 
to entertain and conſider of it; I cannot do God's part, 


by opening your heart to cauſe you to entertain it: nor 
can [I ſhew you heaven or hell to your eye-ſight, nor give 
| you new and tender hearts. If I knew what more to do 


for your converſion, I hope I ſhould do it. 


But O thou, that art the gracious Father of ſpirits, 

thou haſt ſworn thou delighteſt not in the death of the 
wicked, but rather that they may turn and live; deny not 
_ thy bleſling to thoſe perſuaſions and directions, and ſuf. 
fer not thine enemies to triumph in thy ſight; and the 
great deceiver of ſouls to prevail againſt thy Son, thy 
Spirit, and thy Word. O pity poor unconverted ſinners, 


that have no hearts to pity themſclves: Command the 


blind to ſee, and the deaf to hear, and the dead to lire, 


and let not fin and death be able to reſiſt thee. Awaken 


the ſecure, reſolve the unreſolved, confirm the wavering, 


_ and let the eyes of ſinners, that read theſe lines, be next 
g them io 


employed in weeping over their ſins; and bring 
themſclves and to thy Son, before their fins have brought 


them to perdition. If thou ſayſt but one word, theſe 
poor endeayours ſhall proſper to the winning of many a 


* 


lou}, to their everlaſting joy, and everlaſting glory. Amen 


ES THE END. 
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